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MEMOIR OF REV. WILLIAM WARD,
- One of the Serampore Missionaries.

. WILLIAM WARD was

born at Derby, where some of
his relations still reside, October
20,1769. His mother was a pious
woman, who was accustemed to
ascribe the beginning of her serious
impressions to a discourse by a fe-
male Quaker in the Town-hall of
Derby. Her son, therefore, like
many other. eminent servants of
the {ledeemer, enjoyed the privi-
lege of maternal example and coun-
sel ; and appears, early in life, to
have himself become the subject of
that momentous and happy change,
without which no man can see the
kingdom of God.

At the usual period he left home
for business, and was apprenticed
to a printer. While thus engaged
in acquiring the knowledge of that |

art, which he was afterwards toll

consecrate to the noblest purposes
on the distant plains of Bengal, he
made a public profession of reli-
gion ; and having been baptized,
was united to the church in George
Streei, Hull, now under the pas-
toral care of the Rev. Thomas
Thonger. Thus intreduced into

e

Christian society, it soon became

evident that he was endowed with
qualifications for the ministry of
the Gospel. To this sacred em-
ployment he was advised to devote
himself ; and in order that he

| might be the better furnished te

engage in 1it, a generous friend,
stiﬁ&%iving, undertook to place him
for a season, under the care of the
late amiable and pious Dr. John
Fawcett, who then kept a flourish-
ing seminary for youth near Hali-
fax. Of this impertant period of
his life, the following notice occurs

in the Memoirs of Dr. Fawcett,
lately published.

“A residence of about a year and a
helf at Ewood Hall endeared Mr. Ward
as much to the family, as his exertions in
behalf of the heathen have raised him in
the esteem of the public. They witnessed
the first -apﬁemnce of that missionary
spirit, which induced him afterwards to
relinquish every other engagement for this
sacred cause. His most delightful em-
ployment was to preach in hamlets where-
ever he could collect a congregation ; and
by the dispersion of short tracts, &c. to
lead careless as well as inquiring souls to
a serious attention to the best things.”

Before Mr. Ward left Ewood
Hall, he had expressed his inclina-

tien’ to engage as a Missionary to
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India ; and at a Committee Meet-
ing held at Northampton, Sept. 20,
1798, the Secretary was request-
ed to invite him to attend, and
preach at Kettering in the following
month. With this invitation he
complied, and the result was 8o
satisfactory, that it was unami-
mously resolved that he should be
accepted as a Missionary in con-
nexion with the Society, and that

reparations should be made for

is going out to India in the spring
of 1799. At one of these inter-
views, Mr. Ward related an inci-
dent which seems to have made
considerable impression on his
mind. When in company with
Mr. Carey, a little before he em-
barked in 1793, that devoted Mis-
sionary remarked, ¢If the Lord
bless us, we shall want a per-
son of your business to enable
us to print the Scriptures : I hope

ou will come after us.” Thus
the words of the wise are as goads ;
and there can be little doubt that
this transient observation contri-
buted, under the direction of Him
who worketh in us to will and to
do, not a little to its own fulfil-
ment about six years after, and as
a consequence to the multiplied
benefits which India has since de-
rived from the long residence of
Mr. Ward in that country!

Early in the year 1799, Mr.
Ward spent several months at
Birmingham, supplying the church
at Cannon Street, and thus became
. intimately acquainted with the ex-
cellent Samuel Pearce. Between
two kindred souls, strongly bent
on the same grand object, it is not
wonderful that a close and affec-
tionate union was speedily formed.
On earth, indeed, it was not of
long duration, as Mr. Pearce died
before the end of the year; but it
is cheering to think, that it has
gince been renewed, in that world
where divine love has its proper
habitation, and where it can never,
never be interrupted more!

The service, iny which Mr. Ward

(with Mr. Brunsdo;l was set apart
to the work of a Missionary, was
held at Olney, May 7th. The
work of the day was accompanied,
according to the primitive pattern,
with fasting and prayer, and the
whole occasion was very interest-
ing and affecting. In answer to
some questions proposed by Mr.
Fuller to the Missionaries respect-
ing the motives of their undertak-
ing, and the religious sentiments
the{ meant to propagate, Mr. Ward
replied,

«T have received no new revelation on
the subject : I did not expect any.
Redeemer hath said, ‘Go ye into all the
world, and preach the Gospel to every
creature; and lo, I am with you always to
the end of the world” This command I
consider as still binding, since the promise
of Christ’s presence reaches to the utmost
corner of the earth, and to the utmost
boundaries of time. While I was at
Ewood Hall I received an invitation to
carry the Gospel and a printing-press to
India, where brother Carey and others
have erected the standard of the Cross.
I prayed to God, and advised with my
friends. In complying with this invitation
I gave up all other prospects, and devoted
myself to that of attemptir:ﬁ to bless a
nation of heathens. Since that time my
peace amd joy in God have more and
more abounded. Duty and pleasure have
in my employment gone hand in hand.
Sometimes I have been enabled to say,

% No joy can be compared to thi
" 'l‘oieﬁu and pleu? the l..ol'd..gz

« In his strength, therefore, I would go
forth, borne up by your pra(ers, hoping
that two or three stones at least may be
laid of the foundation of Christ’s kingdom
in India, nothing doubting but that the
fair fabric will rise from age to age, till
time shall be no more.”

A passage had been previously
secured in the American ship Cri-
terion, Capt. Wickes, in which Mr.
Ward, with Messrs. Marshman,
Grant, and Brunsdon embarked,
and left the river, May 24, 1799.
It added not a little to their com-
fort that the S:Ftain of the Crite-
rion was a pious man, who
considered it an honour to convey
the servants of Christ to the scene
of .their labour, and gladly availed
himself of their assistance to main-
tain the worship of God on board

during the voyage.
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-While at sea, Mr. Ward was
diligently employed in those exer-
cises which tended to prepare him
for the great work to w%ic he had
dedicated himself. Among other
employments of this nature, he pe-
rused -the Missionary Accounts of
the Moravian brethren with much
satisfaction. His own remarks on
this subject are characteristic—
«1 have read Crantz’s History of
Greenland, I trust with much

rofit. I feel towards the first

reenland Missionaries a kind of
enthusiastic reverence. To say
they were Howards or Thorntons
wquld be a poor compliment, how-
ever it might embellish their names,
or embalm their memories. Their
testimony in favour of the blood of
Immanuel will, I trust, be mine ;
to that I would cleave—that I
trust will be the centre to which I
shall be drawn, and from thence
deduce every important truth. . . .
X can scarce ever go to a throne of
grace now, but I carry thither the
congregations of Greenlanders, Es-
quimaux, Negroes, South bSea Isl-
anders, and Hottentots. Thank
you, Moravians ! ye have done me

d. If I am ever a Mission
worth a straw, I shall owe it to
you, under our Saviour.”

After a favourable voyage of
twenty weeks, Mr. Ward and his
companions arrived atCalcutta,Oc-
tober 11th, but as at that time no
legal provision had been made for
the residence of Missionaries on
the British territory, they were
under the necessity of proceeding
to Serampore, a small Danish Town
about fifteen miles above Calcutta,
on the banks of the Ganges. At
that time Mr. Carey resided at
Mudnabatty, a village considerably
higher up the country, and he was
very selicitous that the newly ar-
rived Missionaries might be per-
mitted to join him there. But all
his efforts to procure this accom-
modation proved unavailing ; and
therefore the whole party were
tonstrained to fix at Serampore.

This was, at the time, a severe
disappointment, and it caused con-
siderable pecuniary loss to the So-
ciety ; but circumstances have
since proved that the arrangement
was guided by Infinite Wisdom,
and that the great ends of the
Mission have been far more effec-
tually answered at Serampore, than
they could have been in any other
spot in Bengal.

For a long timé previous to the
arrival of these welcome fellow-
labourers, Mr. Carey had been dili-
%entl employed in translating the

ew Testament into the Bengalee ;
and soon after Mr.Ward had es-
tablished his press at Serampore,
he had the pleasure of printing
the first edition of that important
work, in a thick octavo volume of
800 pages. In the same year
(1800), Kristnoo and several mem-
bers of his family embraced the
Gospel ; and by eating with the
Missionaries, publicly and deliber-
ately renounced caste—an event
which all who know the force of
this ancient and formidable insti-
tution had deemed absolutely hope-
less. ¢<¢All our servants,” say the
Missionaries, in relating this mem-
orable occurrence, ¢¢ were astonish-
ed ; so many had said that nobody
would ever mind Christ, or lose
caste. Brother Thomas had wait-
ed fifteen years, and had thrown
away much on deceitful characters.
Brother Carey has waited till hope
of his own success had almost ex-
pired ; and after all, God has done
it with perfect ease ! Thus the
door of faith is opened to the Gen-
tiles 3 who shalq ghut it # The
chain of the caste is broken, who
shall mend it ?” '

In May, 1802, Mr.Ward entered
into the marriage relation with Mrs:
Fountain, widow of Mr. John Foun-
tain, a Missionary, who survives
to mourn his loss. Two daughters
were the fruit of this union, who
are both living, and the elder of
whom has lately been united to
the church at Serampore.
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For a number of interesting
facts, connected with Mr. Ward’s
residence and labours in India, we
must refer to the Periodical Ac-
counts, which contain copious ex-
tracts from his journals.

Declining health rendered it ne-
cessary for Mr. Ward to revisit
his native country; he arrived at
Liverpool in June, 1819, and at-
tended the public meetings in Lon-
don on the 23d of that month.
His address on the morning of that
day at Great Queen Street Chapel,
and his Sermon in the evening at
Zion Chapel, in which he forcibly
depicted the ¢ abominable idola- |
tries’’ of India, made a very deep
impression on the numerous audi-
tories. His health being merci-
fully and speedily restored, he
visited many parts of the United
Kingdom, and afterwards proceed-
ed to Holland and to America.
His principal object was to collect
pecuniary aid for the education of
pious native youth for the ministry
in the College lately founded at
Serampore, towards which object
he obtained in all about £6000.

Mr. Ward was thus occupied
about two years, and set sail with
renovated health and cheerful spir-
, its for India, in the Abberton,
Capt. Gilpin, on May 28, 1821.
He arrived in Calcutta, after an

eable and expeditious vo :
:Err?y in October, Iz)md immediy;:gfy
resumed his labours in the Printing-
office, and among the native con-
verts, with all the ardour that
Christian zeal and affection could
inspire.  Younger than either
of his excellent colleagues, and
having had so long the advantages
of his native air, it seemed reason-
able to anticipate that he might be
the last who should be called to
leave his work and enter into rest.
But in the event which we are
now called on to lament, we have
a fresh proof that 7he Lord’s ways
are net our ways, nor kis thougl%s
our thoughts.

Ip person, Mr. Ward was about

William Ward.

the middle size. His countenance
bore evident marks of a long resi-
dence in an Eastern climate, and
was further distinguished by a con-
spicuous mark over the right eye,
occasioned by an injury sustained
in childhood. In conversation he
was not forward ; and occasionally
it a difficult to obtain from
him that information respecting
India, which he was so well quali-

fied to impart ; but this was far

more than compensated by the edi-
fying strain of his remarks, and
ti;e solicitude which he seemed ha-
bitually to feel for the spiritual in-
terests of those around him. With-
out obtruding the subject in-an
unnecessary or offensive way, he
would generally introduce some-
thing, be the conversation or the
note ever 8o short, which bore
upon the great concerns of eterni-
ty ; and instances have occurred
in which his private intercourse has
proved the means of converting a
ginner from the error of his way.
It was evident that his whole soul
was in the work—that he naturally
cared for the souls of men--esxe—
cially of the heathen—and that
every thing in which he engaged
was made subservient to this ob-
ject. |

Mr. Ward is advantageously
known as an author. In the year
1811, he published at Serampore,
in 4 vols 4to. his ¢<Account of the
Writings, Religion, and Manners
of the Hindoos,” containing a mass
of valuable and authentic informa-
tion, which he had been occupied
in collecting for several years.
This work was reprinted in 18153
and a third edition has since been
published in this country, in 4
vols. 8vo. He also published a
small volume, containing Biograph-
ical Accounts of four Converted
Hindoos,—~a Funeral Sermon for
the Lady of N. Wallach, Esq. of
Serampore, and a Sketch of the
character of his reyered friend,
the late- Rev. Andrew Fuller.

While in England he printed a
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Sermon on 2 Cor. v. 20, which
may be considered as affording a
tolerably correct idea of the spirit
and style of his pulpit addresses.
In compliance with the suggestion
of some of his friends, he compiled,
also, on his voyage from America, a
volume of « Farewell Letters,” in
which he has, under respective
heads, digested the substance of
the information he was accustomed
to communicate in his speeches
and sermons. Since his return to
Iudia, there have appeared from
his pen, a Brief Memoir of Krish-
napul (or Kristnoo) the first Hin-
doo convert, and a work in 2 vols.
duodecimo, containing Short Med-
itations on various passages of
Scripture, arranged for each day
in the year, in a manner resem-
bling <<Bogatzky’s Golden Treasu-
»

Thus did this holy man of God
work while it was . Blessed
is that servant, whom the Lord
when he cometh, shall find so do-
ing !

As we have already given a statement
of the last illness of Mr. Warp, (vide p.’
231, vol. iv.) we shall dismiss this Memoir
by introducing a few reflections from the
funeral Sermon, delivered by Rev. Dr.
MagrsuMaN, at Calcutta.

¢¢In reviewing this sudden and
afflictive providence, various re-
flections crowd on the mind. The
first are, those of almost indescrib-
able distress at the loss sustained,
not only by the denomination to
which our brother belonged, but
by the church and the cause of
God at large, particularly as far
as relates to Imfia. For although
his family and his immediate col-
leagues in the work of  God feel
the sense of their loss increased
by all that recollection of his
worth as a man, a Christian, a
husband, a father, a colleague, and
brother, which the space of nearly
twenty-four years, spent in per-
haps the greatest degree of social
ha?piness capable of being enjoyed

AN. 1825.

William Ward, ‘ )

on earth, must continually furnish;
our brother was not a man whe
confined *his regard for the cause
of God to one f:nomination. Me
loved all who loved the Redeemer,
and sought to promote his cause.
Hence his death is a public loss te
religion ; and those particularly
whose spiritual good he laboured
to promote, and whose hands he
laboured to strengthen by his
preaching, his prayers, and his
extensive correspondence, whether
they be in India, Europe, or Amer-
ica, cannot but feel this bereave-
ment.

« But while we thus mourn the
loss of our beloved brother, and
cherish the most tender affection
for ‘his memory, it becomes us to
beware of sinning against God un-
der this dispensation. It becomes
us to recollect that every thing
which rendered him so dear to us,
and such a blessing to the cause of
God, arose wholly from the grace
God so richly manifested in him.
This ce still remains an in-
exhaustible fountain. While we
mourn his loss in the deepest man-
ner, therefore, to suffer our hearts
to sink in despondency as though
the Great Redeemer did not still
live to carry on his own work,
who is the goverei Head of his -
Church, and from whom come not
only every gift intended for the
usc of his cause, and all that dili-
gence and love which may enable
a man possessing such, to labour
even more abundantly than ethers,
but the blessing which must ren-
der these gifts and this labour ef-
fectual, and without which even a
Paul might plant, and an Apollos
water wholly in vain,~would be
to sin against God, and to act con-
trary to the examples left us on
Divine record. hen Saul, and
above all Jonathan, was removed,
by whom the Lord had done such

reat things for Israel, David in

tghe midst of grief perhaps never

exceeded, ¢¢ bade them teach the

children of Judah the use of the
2



10

bow,” to prepare them for future |
action, and exhorted the men of
Jabesh Gilead, who had already
distmguished thenselves by their
acuivity and energy, to strengthen
their e:ands, and be valiant, be-
cause of the affliction which had
then overwhelined Israel.—When
Hur, and Aaron, and even Moses
were called to rest from their la-
bours, the command of God him-
self to Israel was, to go forward in
their way, to be ¢¢strong and very
courageous”’ amidst the overwhelm-
ing grief which must have filled
their minds at being thus deprived
of all those who had gone in and
out before them for so many years:
—and his promise was tnat in thus
doing he would be with them,
cause them to overcome their ene-
mies, and possess the promised
land. ,
« In the beginning of the Gos
pel, also, when Stephen was pre-
maturely removed in the midst of
his high career of usefulness; a
man «full of faith and of the Holy
Ghost,”” who so preached the Gos-
pel that his fiercest adversaries
were not able to resist ¢« the wis-
dom and the Spirit by which he
spake ;”” how deeply must the loss
of such a man have been felt by
all who loved the cause of God,
then so much in its infancy. We
do not find, however, that while
they so feelingly ¢¢made great
lamentation over him,”’ the disci-
les and brethren had the least
idea of lying down in desponden-
cy. On the contrary, they took
courage, and ¢ went every where
preaching the Gospel ;> and re-
specting some of them it is ex-
pressly recorded, no doubt for our
encouragement, that ¢« the hand of
the Lord was with themn, and a
great number believed and turned
to the Lord.”* And when a year
or two after this, James, one of
the three disciples, so eminently
distinguished by our Lord during

* See Acts xi, 21.
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his life, and so justly esteemed
one of the ¢¢ pillars” of the infant

ostolic church, was prematurely
cut. off by the sword, Peter also
being seized and put in prison, we
do not find that this had any other
effect on the minds of the other
brethren, than that of causing
them to make prayer to God with-
out ceasing for Peter, and no
doubt for the cause of God in gen-
eral, that it might not suffer by
these afflictions. And by far the
greatest extension of the Gospel
was granted after this period. Un-
worthy as we are, we are still en-
gaged in the same cause, and eve-
ry degree of blessing must flow
from the same source ; and seeing
we serve him who i1s «Jesus Christ,
the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever,” we ought to renew our
trust in his mercy and his almighty
power, and to abound .more and
more in prayer and in the work of
the Lorts); Knowing that he will
never fail nor forsake those who
trust in him. ‘

¢¢ The brethren at Serampore,
indeed, have been thus called to
renew their trust in God while
wading through the depths of af-
fliction, even from the beginning
of their course. We do not here
allude merely to the fire at Seram-
pore, eleven years ago, in which
our dear brother now deceased was
himself almost miraculously pre-
served, and which threatened to
overwheln us, but which, through
the Divine mercy, was succeeded
by the Divine blessing to a greater
extent than had ever been experi-
enced at Serampore before. We
rather allude to the repeated af-
flictions we were called to sustain
twenty-two years ago, when so
many of our Missionary brethren
were in succession carried to the
grave 1n the very infancy of the
cause here. Within eighteen days
after our landizg at Serampore,
Mr. Grant was carried off in a
fever ; the four brethren and sis-
ters having arrived on the 15th of
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October, 1799, and he being re-
moved on the 31st. The succeed-
ing July, Mr.Fountain was remov-
ed by a bowel complaint, within
four years after his arrival in the
country, and just as he had be-
come ready in the language. The
next July beheld Mr. Brunsdon
carried off by a liver complaint ;
scarcely twenty-six years of age,
and the most forward in the lan-
guage, as well as the ablest Eng-
ish preacher among all the four
brethren who came out together.—
And to complete the measure of
affliction, the next October Mr.
Thomas himself, who had laid the
foundation of the Mission in Den-
gal, and had come out with brother
Carey seven years before,was taken
away, at an age two years below
that of our now deceased brother.
At that critical period, that four of
the only seven Missionaries then
in this part of India should be re-
moved, and among them both the
youngest and the oldest, the ablest
and the most active, was indeed
overwhelming, had we looked mere-
ly to human aid. Yet nearly all
that has been done in this part of
India has been the fruit of the Di-
vine blessing since, experienced on
humble and persevering effort, ac-
companied with constant prayer.
Surely, then, in every afiliction
and bereavement,we ought to look

directly and wholly to Him with |
'to us in every capacity, that, had

whom is the residue of the Spirit
—who cannot be unmindful of his
cause or of his promise—and who
has declared that all nations shall
be blessed in the Redeemer—and
that He, Jehovah, will accomplish
this glorious work in lis own time.

« The human wmind, however,
which is continually prone to run
to the extremes either of presump-
tion or despondency, is ever apt
to misinterpret the dealings of
God with his church. Thus when

any of the servants of God are

taken away peculiarly fitted for
some particular work in their day
and generation, we are ready to

|

'men 1n that particular line.

William Wurd. 11

sink in despondency, and to ex-
claim, ¢¢ Such and such an emi-
nent servant of God is taken away,
and how can the loss be repaired ?
—how can the cause of God now
vo forward r> We forget that
these servants of God, thus pecul-
iarly gifted, were raised up to do
a certain work ; and ‘that if they
are now called to rest, the precise
work no more remains to be done
for which Divine Wisdom thus
raised them up, and endued them
with peculiar talents. Thus Di-
vine Wisdom has suffered no dis-
appointment ; for these have fulfill-
ed the work they were intended to
accomplish, and have now entered
into the joy of their Lord, leaving
to others, whom Divine grace may
raise up, that work which is suited
to their capacity, and intended for
them to fulfil. ‘Therefore, while
we 80 heavily mourn those remov-
ed, who are necessarily dear to us
for their work’s sake, we should
consider that Divine Wisdom has
removed them, only because their
peculiar work in the church mili-
tant below was fully accomplished;
for had it not, their Saviour, who
has the keys of death and of the
unseen world, and who ¢¢shutteth
and no man openeth,” would sure-
ly have detained them longer be-
low.

¢¢ Thus, respecting our beloved
brother, while he was so endeared

our feelings been consulted, we
should never have suffered him to
enter into rest but with ourselves;
the work for which God pre-emi-
nently raised him up, was evident-
ly that of printing the Scriptures in
India ; and we believe that to him
was shewn herein grace and fa-
vour granted before to very f't-i‘w

)
the language of the apostle, which
the brother who came out with him
well recollects seeing in his diary
in the course of his voyage, thus
applied with reference to his own
circumstances, ¢‘Unto me, who am
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less than the least of all saints, is|
this grace given, that I should
print among the heathen, the un-
searchable riches of Christ,”—
could he have foreseen the Divine

dness to him, he might have
added—:<¢ in Twenty of their Lon-
guages 3 for the Zwentieth ver-
sion of the New Testament in the
languages of India printed under
his eye, had advanced to the book
of Revelation at the time of our
beloved brother’s removal 5 and we
believe it has been granted to few
men in the church of God, ever to
print the New Testament of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in
twenty languages spoken among
the heathen. But for the prepara-
tion of all those founts of types
which they required, and most
of which had never before been
seen in India, was his thorough
knowledge of the art, his nice dis-
cernment, his assiduity, his inde-
fatigable diligence, his love for the
cause of his Redeemer, and the
souls of the heathen, peculiarly
suited. Yet -all these founts pre-
pared, and the difficulties attend-
ng these first editions of the Scrip-
tures overcome, the way is now
made easy ;—second and succeed-
ing editions with the same types
involve so little difficulty, that the
various native Christian brethren
and others, trained up by our be-
loved brother for so man years,
can go on with the wor under|
common European superintend-
ence.

¢¢ Seeing, then, that infinite wis-

Infant Baptism.

dom and love thus guide all things,
however mysterious, and that these
are ever the same,—what. remains,
but that we all, who have seen so
many of the servants of God a-
round us removed in the past year,
adore in humble silence what we
are unable to comprehend—take
new courage, and go forward in
the work of Him who will cause
his church to increase, till, like
the stone cut out without hands, it
shall have filled the whole earth.
And to animate us thus to abound
in the work of the Lord, and to
do our own peculiar work in our
day and generation, what can tend
more than the example and the
end of our beloved brother ; whose
life at least for the last twenty-
four years, amidst all the difficul-
ties and trials he had to share with
his brethren, was one uniform
course of high usefulness and hap-
])iness of mind ; and who, after so
ong a course of bodily and mental
labour, and spirituality of soul,was
in heaven adoring before the throne
of the' Lamb, within forty-eight
hours after he had delivered his
last message for the glorious Re-
deemer be?ow! Let us then lift
up the hands which hang down,
and confirm the feeble knees, and
looking to Jesus, be steadfast, un-
moveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord ; forasmuch as
we know that, prematurely as to
an eye of sense we may seem to
be called away, our labour, worth-
less as it may be, shall not be in
vain in the Lord.?”

RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS.

For the American Baptist Magazine.

INFANT BAPTISM.

Tre following narrative is ex-
tracted from a work written in the
time of Charles II. and lately pub-
hished in England, entitled, "«Me-

moirs of the Life of Col. Hutchin-

]

son, Governor of Nottingham Cas-
tle and Town, representative of
the Town of Nottin ham, &c. b!
his Widow Lucy %—Iutchinson. ’

Col. H. was one of the greatest
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