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CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS.

Virst, Though faith be a duty, the requirement of it 3s not
te be considered as e« mere exercise of AUTHORITY, but of
INVINITE GOODNESS, binding us fo pursue our best interest.
If a message of peace were sent o a company of rebels
who had been conquered, and lay at the mercy of their
injured sovereign, they must of course be required to re-
pent and embrace it, ere they conld be interested in it}
yet such a requirement would not be considered, by im-
partial men, as a mere exercise of authority. It is true
the authority of the sovereign would accompany it, and
the proceeding would be so conducted as that the honour
»f his government should be preserved; but the grand
character of the message would be mercy. Neither would
the goodness of it be diminished by the autherity which
attended it, nor by the malignant dispesition of the par-
ties. Should some of them even prove incorrigible, and
be executed as hardened traitors, the mercy of the sove-
reign in sending the message would be just the same.
They might possibly object that the government which
they had resisied was hard and rigid; that their parents
before them bad always disliked it, and had taught them
from their childhood to despise it; that to require them to
embrace with all their kearts a message the very import of
which was that they had transgressed withowt cause, and
deserved to die, was too bumiliating for flesh and blood to
bhear ; and that if he would not pardon them without their
cordially subscribing such an instrument, he had better
hnve left them to die as they were ; for instead of its being
kood news to them, it would prove the means of aggra-
vating their misery. Every loyal subject, however, would
casily perceive that it was good news, 2nd a great instance
of merey, however they might treat it, and of whatever
ovil, through their perverseness, it might be the occasion.
If faith in Christ be the duty of the ungodly, it must of
course follow that every sinner, whatever be his character,
In completely warranted to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ
for the salvation of his soul. In other words, he has every
possible encouragement te relinghish his former attachment
and eonfidences, and to commit his soul into the hands of
Jesus to be saved. 'If believing in Christ be a privilege
belonging enly to the regenerate, and no sinmer while
unrvegenerate be warranted to exercise it, as Mr. Brine
maintains,* it will follow either that a sinner may know
himself to be regemerate before he believes, or that the
first exercise of faith is an act of presumption. That the
bins of the heart requires to be turned to God antecedently
to believing has been admitted, beeause the nature of be-
lieving is such that it cannot be exercised while the soul
i under the dominion of wilful blindness, hardness, and
nversion. These dispositions are represented in the Serip-
tures as a bar in the way of faith, as being inconsistent
with it 5} and which consequently require to be taken out
of the way. But whatever necessity there may be for a
change of heart in order to believing, it is ndither neces-
mry nor possible that the party should be conscious of it
it he has believed. It is necessary that the eyes of a
tlind man should be opened before he can see; but it is
acither necessary nor possible for him to know that his
!!{ﬁﬁ are open till he does see. 1t is only by sarrounding
nbjects appearing to his view that he knows the obstraet-
ing film to be removed. But if regeneration be necessary
to woarrant believing, and yet it be impossible to obtain 2
fongeiousness of it till we have believed, it follows that

the first exereise of faith is without foundation ; that is, 3t

l» not faith, but presumption.

I believing be the dufy of every sinmer to whom the
goapel is preached, there can be no doubt as to a warrant
fire it, whatever be his character; and to maintain the
Iattor, without admitting the former, would be redueing it
to n mere matter of discretion. It might be inezpedient to
rejoet the svay of salvation, but it couid not be unlziwgful,

Hocondiy, Though believing in Christ is a compliance

* Motises, &e., pp. 38, 39, + See Prop. IV.

with a duty, yet it is not as @ duty, or by way of reward
for a virtuous act, that we are said to be justified by it. It
is true God does reward the serviees of his people, as the
Seriptures abundantly teach ; but this follows upon justifi-
cation, We must stand accepted in the Beloved, before
our services can be acceptable or rewardable. Moreover,
if we were justified by faith as e duty, justification by faith
could not be, as it is, oppesed to justification &y works :
“ To him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of
grace, but of debt. But te bim that worketh not, but be-
lieveth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is

ted for right »*  The Seripture doctrine of
Justification by faith, in opposition to the works of the
law, appears to me as follows: By believing in Jesus
Christ, the sinner becomes vitally united to him, or, as the
Seriptures express it, ¢ joined to the Lord,” and is of “ oné
spirit with him ;” and this union, according to the Divine
constitution, as revealed in the gospel, is the ground of an,
interest in his righteousness. Agreeable to this is the fol-
lowing language : * There is now, therefore, no condemna-
tiom to them that are in Christ Jesus.”— Of him are ye
in Christ Jesus, who of God ir%bade unto us rightecus-
ness,” &e.—< That I may be found in him, not having mine
own righteousness which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ.”” As the union which, in the
order of mature, precedes a revealed interest in Christ’s
righteousness, is spoken of in allusion to that of marriage,
the one may serve o illustrate the other. A rich and
generous character, walking in the fields, espies a forlorn.
female infant, deserted by some unfeeling parent in the
day that it was born, and left to perish. He sees its help~
less eondition, and resolves to save it. Under his kind:
patronage the child grows up to maturity. He now re-
solves to make her his wife; casts Ais skirt over her, and
she becomes his. She is now, according to the publie sta~
tutes of the realm, interested in all his possessions. Great
is the tramsition! Ask her, in the height of her glor;,
how she became possessed of all this wealth ; and, if she
retain a proper spirit, she will answer in some such man-
ner as this: It was not mine, but my deliverer’s; his whe
rescued me from death. 1t is no reward of any good deeds
on my part; it is &y marriage; . . . it is < of grace.”

It is easy to perceive, in this ease, that it was necessary
she should be voluntarily married to her hushand, hefore
she could, according to the public statutes of the realm, be
interested in his pessessions; and that she now enjoys
those possessions by marriage: yet who would think of
asserting that her consenting to be his wife was a merito-
rious act, and that all his possessions were given her as the
reward of it? .

Thirdly, From the foregoing view of things, we may
perceive the alarming sttuati beli By unbe-
lievers, I mean not only avowed infidels, but all persons
who hear, or have opportunity to hear, the gospel, or to
come at the knowledge of what is taught in the Holy
Scriptures, and do not cordially embrace it. It is an
alarming thought to be a sinner against the greatest and
best of beings; but to be an unbelieving sinner is much
more so. There is deliverance from ¢ the curse of the
law,” through him who was ¢ made a curse for us.”® But
if, like the barren fig tree, we stand from year to yean
under gospel culture, and bear no fruit, we may expect to
fall under the curse of the Saviour; and who is to deliver
us from this? ¢ If the word spoken by angels was sted-
fast, and every transgression and disobedience received a
just recompence of reward ; how shall we escape if we
negleet so great salvation 7>

We are in the habit of pitying heathens, whe are en-
thralled by abominable superstition, and immersed in the
immoralities which accompanyit; but to live in the midsg
of gospel light, and reject it, or even disregard i, is
abundantly more criminal, and will be followed with a
heavier punishment. We feel for the condition of profli-
gate charaeters; for swearers, and drunkards, and forni-
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eators, and liars, and ﬁzieves, and murderers; but these
erimes become tenfold more heinous in. being committed

under the light of revelation, and in contempt of all the |

warnings and gracions invitations of the gospel. The
mest profligate characier, who never possessed these ad-
vantages, may be far less eriminal, in the sight of God,
than the most sober and decent who possesses and disre-
gards them. It was on this principle that such a heavy
fvoe was denounced againsi Chorazin and Bethsaida, and
that, their sin was represented as exeeeding that of Sodom.

The gospel wears an aspeet of mercy towards sinners ;
but towards unbelieving sinners the Seriptures deal wholly
in the language of threatening. “1I am come,” saith our
Saviour, ¢ a light into the world, that whosoever believeth
on me should not abide in darkness. If any man hear

. my words, and believe nof, I judge him not—(that is, not
at present); for I eame not to judge the world, but to
save the world. He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not
my words, hath one that judgeth him : the word that I
have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.”
It will be of but small account, in that day, that we have
escaped a few of * the lusts of the flesh,” if we have been
led capfive by these of the “mind.” If the greatest gift
of Heaven be set at nought by us, through the pride of
science, or a vain conceit of our own righteousness, how
shall we stand when he appeareth?

It will then be found that a price was in our hands to
get wisdom, but that we had “no heart to it ;”’ and that
herein consists our sin, and hence proceeds our min. God
called, and we would not hearken; he stretched out his
hond, and no man fegarded ; therefore he will laugh at
our calamity, and mock when our fear cometh. It is inti-
mated, both in the Old and New Testament, that the
recollection of the means of salvation having been within
our reach will be a bitter aggravation te our punishment.
“They come unto thee,” saith the Lord to Ezekiel, “ as
the people come; and they sit before thee 'as my people,
and they hear thy words, but they will not do them.”’.—
“And when this cometh to pass, (lo, it will come?!) then
shail they know that & prophet hath been among them.”
To the same purpose our Saviour speaks of them who
should reject the doctrine of his apostles : “ Into whatso-
-ever ¢ity ye enter, and they receive you not, go your ways
out of the streets of the same, and say, Even the very
dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do wipe off
against you: notwithstanding, be ye sure of this, that the
lingdom of God is come nigh unto you.”

Great as is the sin of unbelief, hoewever, it is not un-
pardonable ; it becomes such only by persisting in it till
death. Saul of Tarsus was an unbeliever, yet he “ obtained
mercy ;* and his being an unbeliever, rather than a pre-
sumptuous opposer of Christ agninst convietion, placed
him within the pale of forgiveness, and is, therefore, as-
signed as a reason of it, 1 Tim. i. 13.

This consideration affords a hope even to unbelievers.
O ye self-righteous despisers of a free salvation through a
Mediater, be it known to you that there is no other name
given under heaven, or among men, by which you can be
saved. To him whom you have disregarded and despised
you must either voluntarily or involuntarily submit. “To
him every knee shall bow.” You cannet go back into a
state of non-existence, however desirable it might be to
many of you; for God bath stamped immortality upon
your natures. You eannot turn to the right hand, or to
the left, with any advantage : whether you give a loose to
your inclination, or put 2 force upon it by an assumed
devotion, each will lead -to the same issue. Neither ean
you stand still. Like a vessel in a tempestuous ocean,
you must go this way or that; and go which way you
will, if it be not to Jesus, as utterly umvorthy, you ‘are
only heaping up wrath against the day of wrath. Whether
you sing, or pray, or hear, or preach, or feed the poor, or
till the soil, if self be your object, and Christ be disre~
garded, all is sin,* and all will issue in disappointment :
“ the root is rottenness, and the hlossom shall go up as the
dust.” Whither will yon go? Jesns invites you to come
to him. His servants beseech you, in his pame, to be
reconciled to God. The Spirit saith, Come ; and the bride

® Prov.zv. 8, 9; xxviii. 9; z=i. 4.
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saith, Come; and “whosoever will, let him come, and .,
take of the water of life freely.” An eternal heaven i {

before you in one direction, and an eternal hell in the -5}

other. Your answer is required. Be one thing or an-
other. Choose you, this day, whom ye will serve. For
our parts, we will abide by our Lord and Savieur. If -
Fou continue to reject him, so it must he: “nevertheless,
be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of God has come nigh
uanto you!”

Finally, From what has been advanced, we may form &
Fudgment of our duty, as ministers of the word, in dealing
with the wunconverted. The work of the Christian. ministry,
it has been said, is to preack the gospel, or to hold up the
free grace of God through Jesus Christ, as the only way
of a sinner’s salvation. This is, doubtless, true ; and if
this be not the leading theme of our ministrations, we had
better be any thing than preachers. “ Woeunto us, if we
preach not the gospel!” The minister who, under a pre-
tenece of pressing the practice of religion, neglects its all-
important prineiples, labours in the fire. He may enforce
duty till duty freezes upon his lips; neither his auditors
nor himself will greatly regard it. But, on the contrary,
if by preaching the gospel be meant the insisting solely
upon the blessings and privileges of religion, to the neglect
of exhortations, calls, and warnings, it is suficient to say
that such was not the practice of Christ and his apestles.
It will not be denied 'that they preached the gospel ; yet
they warned, admenished, and entreated sinners to “repent
and believe ; to “believe while they had the light ; to
“labour not for the meat that perisheth, but for that which
endureth unto everlasting life ;”” to * repent, and be eon-
verted, that their sins might be blotted out ;” to “come
to the marriage supper, for that all things were ready ;”
in fine, t6 “ be reconciled unto Ged.”

if the inability of sinners to perform things spiritnally
good were natural, or such as existed independently of
their present choice, it would be absurd and eruel to ad-
dress them in such language. No one in his senses wounld
think of ealling the blind to look, the deaf to hear, or the
dead to rise up and walk ; and of threatening them vwith
pupishment in case of their refusal. But if the blind-
ness arise from the love of darkness rather than light ; if
the deafness resemble that of the adder, which stoppeth
her ear, and will not hear the voice of the charmer, eharm
he never so wisely; and if the death consist in alienation
of heart from God, and the absence of all desire after
him, there is no absurdity or cruelty in such addresses.

But enforcing the duties of religion, either on sinners
or saints, is by some ealled preaching the faw. If it were
80, it is enough for us that such was the preaching of
Christ and his apostles. It is folly and presumption to
affect to be more evangelical than they were. All practical
preaching, however, is not preaching the law. .That only,
1 apprehend, onght to be censured as preaching the law,
in which our acceptance with God is, in some way or
other, placed to the account of our obedience to its pre-
eepts. When eternal life is represented as the reward of
repentanee, faith, and sincere obedience, (as it too fre-
quently is, and, that under the complaisant form of being
“ through the merits of Christ,”) this is preaching the
law, and not the gospel. But the precepis of the law
may be illustrated and enforced for evangelical purposes;
as tending to vindicate the Divine character and govern-
ment; to convince of sin; to show the mecessity of a
Saviour, with the freeness of salvation; to ascertain the
nature of true religion; and to point out the rule of
Christian conduct. Such a way of intreducing the Divine
law, in subservience to the gospel, is, properly speaking,
preaching the gospel ; for the end denominates the action.

If the foregoing principles be just, it is the duty of
ministers not only to exhort their tarnal anditors to believe
in Jesus Christ for the salvation of their souls; bui 1T 1s
AT OUR PERIL TO EXHORT THEM TO ANY THING SHORT OF
1T, OR WHICH DOES NOT INVOLVE OR IMPLY IT. I am
aware that such an idea may startle many of my readers,
and some who are engaged in the Christiansministry. We
have sunk into such a eompromising way of dealing with
the unconverted as to have well nigh lost the spirit of the
primitive preachers; and hence it is that sinners of every
deseripiion ean sit so guietly as they do, year after year,in
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wur places of worship. It was not so with the hearers
of Peter and Paul. They were either « pricked in the
heart™ in one way, or “eut to the heart” in another.
Their preaching commended itself to * every man’s con-
acience in the sight of God.”” How shall we account for
this difference ? Is there not some important error or de-
fect in our ministrations? I bave no reference to the
preaching of those who disown the Divinity or atonement
of Christ, on the one hand, whose sermons are little more
than harangues on morality, nor to that of gross Antine-
minns on the other, whose chief business it is to feed the
vunity and malignity of ene part of their audience, and
the sin-extenuating prineiples of the other. These are
orrors the folly of which is ¢ manifest to all men” who pay
any serious regard to the religion of the New Testament.
| refer to those whe are commonly reputed evangelical,
awl who approve of addresses to the unconverted. I hope
no apology is necessary for an attempt to exhibit the
Neriptural manner of preaching. If it affects the labours
of some of my brethren, I cannot deny but that it may
alzo affect my own. I conceiVe there is searcely a minis-
tor amongst us whose preaching has not been more or less
inltuenced by the lethargic systems of the age.

Christ and his apostles, without any hesitation, called
ou sinners to * repent, and believe the gospel;” but we,
considering them as poor, impotent, and depraved ecrea-
tures, have been disposed o drop this part of the Christian
ministry. Some may have felt afraid of being accounted
begal 3 others have really thought it inconsistent. Con-
sldering such things as beyond the power of their hearers,
they seem to have contented themselves with pressing en
them things which they could perform, still continuing the
enemies of Christ; such as behaving decently in society,
rending the Seriptures, and attending the means of grace.
‘Chus it is that hearers of this description sit at ease in our
congregations. Having done their duty, the minister has
nothing more to say to them ; unless, indeed, it be to tell
them oceasionally that something more is necessary to sal~
vation. But as this implies no guilt on their part, they
slt unconcerned, conceiving that all that is required of
them is « to lie in the way, and to wait the Lord’s time.”
But is this the religion of the Seriptures 2 ‘Where does it
appear that the prophets or apostles ever treated that kind
of inability which is merely the effect of reigning aversion
nan affording any excuse ? And where have they deseend~
od, in their exhortations, to things which might be done,
and the parties still continue the enemies of God? ITn-
stead of leaving out every thing of a spiritual nature, be-
cause their hearers could not find in their hearts to comply
with it, it may safely be afirmed they exhorted to zothing
else; treating such inability not enly as of no account,
with regard to the lessening of obligation, but as render-
ing the subjects of it werthy of the severest rebuke. « To
whom shall I speak, and give warning, that they may
hear? Behold, their ear is uncireumeised, and they can-
not hearken : behold, the word of the Lord is unto them
n reproach, and they have no delight in it.”” What then?
Did the prophet desist from his svork, and exhort them to
something to which, in their present state of mind, they
ronld hearken? Far from it. He delivers his message,
whether they would hear, or whether they would forbear.
* Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and
ank for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk
thorein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they
aald, We will not walk therein”” And did this induce
biim to desist? No: he proceeds to read their doom, and
s the world to witness its justice: ¢ Hear, O earth!
bohold, I will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit
of their thoughis, because they have not hearkened unto

t‘a; words, nor to my law, hut rejected it,” Jer. vi. 10—19."
Ma

ny of those who atiehded the ministry of Christ were
of the same spirit. Their eyes were biinded, and their
Acarts hardened, so that they COULD NOT BELIEVE; yet,

paying no manner of regard to this kind of inability, he |
- siderable.
 the sinner, even that question which is at issne between
| God and conscience on the one hand, and a self-righteous

axhorted them * to believe in the light while they bad the
light,"  And when they had keard and belicved nof; he
pwocecded, without hesitation, to declare, < He that réject~
oth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth
Mm: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge
It in the lagt day.”

N

Such also were many of Paul’s hearers at Rome. They
believed not; but did Paul, seeing they could nof receive
the gospel, recommend to them something which they
could receive? No; he gave them “ one word” at part-
ing: ¢ Well spake the Holy Spirit by Esaias the prophet
unte our fathers, saying, Go unio this people, and say,
Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and
seeing ye shall see, and nof perceive. For the heart of '
this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of
hearing, and their eyes have they closed ; lest they should
see twith their eyes, and hear with their ears, and under-
stand with their heart, and should be converted, and I
should heal them. Be it known therefore unte you that
the salvation of God is sent to the Gentiles, and that they
will hear it.”

When did Jesus or his apostles go about merely te form
the manners of men? Where do they exhort to duties
which a man may comply with and yet miss of the king-
dom of heaven? If a man “kept their sayings,” he was
assured that he * should never see death.” In addressing
the unconverted, they began by admonishing them to
“repent and believe the gospel;” and in the course of
their labours exhorted to 21l manner of duties; but all
were to be done spiritually, or they would not have ac-
knowledged thein to havé been done ai all. Carnal du-
ties, or dutiés to be performed otherwise than “to the
glory of God,” had no place in their system.

The answer of our Lord to those carnal Jews who in-
quired of him what they * must do to work the works of
God” is worthy of special notice. Did Jesus give them
to understand that agte believing in him, howerver willing
they might bhe, it was a matter entirely beyond their
power? that all the directions be had to give were that
they should attend the means and wait for the moving of
the waters? No: Jesus answered, ¢ This is the work of
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.” This
was the gafe at the kead of the way, as the author of The
Pilgrim’s Progress bas adimirably represented it, to which
sinners must be directed. A worldiy-wise insiructor may
inculcate other duties, but the true evangelist, after the ex-
ample of his Lord, will point to this as the first concern,
and as that upon. which every thing else depends.

There is another species of preaching which proceeds,
vpon much the same principle. Repentance towards God,
and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, are allowed to
be duties, but neot immediate duties. The sinner is con-
sidered as unable to eomply with them, and therefore they
are pof urged upon him; but instead of them he is
directed to “ pray for the Holy Spirit, to enable him to
repent and believe 3”* and this it seems he ean do, notwith~
standing the aversion of his heart from every thing of the
kind. But if any man be required {o pray for the Holy
Spirit, it must be either sincerely, and in the name of
Jesus; or insineerely, and in some other way. The lat-
ter, I suppose, will be aliowed to be an abomination in the
sight of God ; he cannot therefore be required to do this;
and as to the former, it is just as difficult and as opposite
to the carnal heart as repentance and faith themselves.
Indeed it amounts to the same thing; for a sincere desire
after a spiritnal blessing presented in the name of Jesus is
no other than “ the prayer of faith.” :

Peter exhoried Simon to pray, hof with an impenitent
heart that he might obiain repentanee, but with 2 penifent
one that he might obtain forgiveness; and this o doubt
in the only way in which it was to be obtained, ¢ through
Jesus Christ.”” ¢ Repent,” saith he, ¢ and pray to God,

[ if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven

thee.,” Qur Saviour direeted his disciples to pray for the
¢ Holy Spirit ;" but surely the prayer which they were en-
conraged to offer was to be sincere, and with an eye to

| the Saviour; that is, it swas * the prayer of faith,” and

therefore could not be a duty direeted o be performed an-
tecedently and in order to the obtaining of it.

The mischief arising from this way of preaching is con-
First, It gives up a very impeortant question to

heart on the other; namely, whether he be obliged im-
mediately to répent and believe the gospel. ¢ 1 eould find
nothing in the Seriptures,” says he, ©that would give me
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any comfort in my, present condition; nothing short of

‘repent and believe,’ which are things I cannof comply

with: but I have gained it from my good minister. Now

my heart is at ease. I am not obliged immediately to re- -
pent and sue for mercy in the name of Jesus. It is not
therefore my sin that ¥ donot. All I am obliged to is to
pray God to help me to do so; and that I do.” Thas,
after a bitter conflict with Seripture and conseience, which
have pursued him throngh all his windings, and pressed
upon. him the call of the gospel, he finds a shelter in the
house of God! Such counsel, instead of aiding the sin~
ner’s convictions, (swhich, as  labourers with God,” is our
proper. business,) has many a time been equal 4o a victory
over them, or at least to the purchase of an armistice.
Becondly, It deceives the soul. He understands it as o
compromise, and so aets upon it. Tor though he be in
faet as far from sincerely praying for repentance as from
repenting, and just as unable to desire faith in Christ ag
to exercise it, yet he doesnot think so. He reckons him-
self very desirous of these things. 'The reason is, he fakes
that indirect desire after them, which consists in wishing
. to be converted (or any thing, however disagreeable in
itself) that he may escape the wrath to come, to be the
desire of grace; and being conscious of possessing this, he
considers himself in a fair way at least of being converted.

Thus he deceives his soul ; and thus he is helped forward

in his delusion! Nor is this all: he feels himself set at

liberty from the kard requirement of refurning immediately

o God by Jesus Christ, as utterly unworthy ; and, being

told to pray that he may be enabled to do so, he supposes

that such prayer will avail him, or that God will give him
the power of repenting and believing in answer to his
prayers ; prayers, be it observed, which must mecessarily
be offered up with an impenitent, unbelieving heart. This

Just suits his self-righteons spirit ; but, ales, all is delusion !

“ You have no relief then,” say some, for the sinner.”
I answer, If the gospel or any of its blessings will relieve
him, there is no want of relief. But if there be nothing
in, Christ, or grace, or heaven that will suit his inelina-
tion, it is not for me to furnish him with any thing else, or
to encourage him to hope that things will come $o a good
issne. The only possible way of relieving 2 sinner, while
s heart is averse from God, is by lowering the require-
ments of heaven to meet his inclination, or in some way
to model the gospel io his mind. ..But to relieve him in
this manner is at my peril. If I swere commissioned to |
address a company of men. who had engaged in an unpro-
voked rebellion against their king and country, what ought -
I to say to them ? I might make use of anthority or en-
treaty, as occasion might require; I might caution, warn,
threaten, or persuade them ; but there would be a point
from which 1 wszst not depart: Be ye reconciled to your
rightful sovereign ; lay down arms, and submit to mercy!
To this T must inviolably adhere. They might allege that
they could not comply with such hard terms. Should I
admit their plea, and direct them only to such conduct as
might consist with a rebellious spirit, instead of recovering
them from rebellion, I should go far towards denominating |
myself a rebel.

And as Christ and his aposties never appear to have ex-
horted the unconverted to any thing which did not include
or imply repentance and faith, so n all their explications
of the Divine law, and preaching against particular sins,
their object was to bring the sinner fo this issue. ‘Though
they directed them to no means, in order to get a penitent
and believing heart, but to repentance and faith them-
selves ; yet they wsed means with ¢hem for that purpose.
Thus our Lord expounded the law in his sermon on the
mount, and eoncluded by enforcing such a “ hearing of
his sayings and doing them  as should be equal to * dig-
ging deep, and building one's house upon a rock.” And
thus the apostle Peter, having charged his countrymen
with the murder of the Lord of glory, presently brings it
to this issue: “Repent ye, therefore, and be converted,
that your sins may be blotted out.”

- Some years ago I met with 2 passage in Dr. Owen on
* this subject, which, at that time, sunk deep inte my heart;
and the more observation. I have since made, the more just
hig remarks appear. “It is the duty of ministers,” says

he, “to plead with men about their sins; but always re-
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member that it be done with that which is the proper end

of law and gospel ; that is, that they make use of the sin
they speak against to the discovery of the stafe and condi-
tion wherein the sinner is, otherwise, haply, they may work
men to formality and hypoerisy, but little of the trae end
of preaching the gospel will be brought about. It will not
avail {o beat a2 man off from his drunkenness into a sober

-formality. A skilful master of the assemblies lays his axe

at the root, drives still at the heart. To inveigh against
pazticular sins of ignorant, unregenerate persons, such as
the land is full of, is 2 good work ; but yet, though it may
be done with great efficacy, vigour, and success, if this be
all the effect of it, that they ave set upon the most sedulous
endeavours of mortifying their sins preached down, all
that is done is but like the beating of an enemy in an open
field, 2nd driving him into an impregnable castle not to be
prevailed against. Get you, at any time, & sinner at the
advantage on the account of any one sin whatever; have you

any thing to take hold of him by, bring it to his s'afe and* ¥

condition, drive it up to the head, and there deal with him..
To break men off from particular sins, and not to break
their hearts, is to deprive ourselves of advantages of deal-
ing with them.”*

When a sinner is first seized with convietion, it is natural
to suppose that he will abstain: from many of his outward,
viees, though it be only for the guiet of his own mind:
but it is not for us to administer comfort to him on this
ground ; as though, beécause he had “broken off” a few
of “his sins,” he must needs have broken them off “by
righteousness,” and either be in the road {o life, or at least
in a fair way of getting into it. It is one of the devices of
Satan to alarm the sinner, and S} him with anxiety for the
healing of outward eruptions of sin ; while the inward part
is overlooked, though it be nothingbut sin. But we must

not be aiding and abetting in these deceptions, nor ad-.

minister any other relief than that which is held out in the
gospel to sinners as sinners. And when we see such cha-
Tacters violating their promises, and falling anew into their
old sins, (which is frequently the case,) instead of joining
with them in lamenting the event, and assisting them in
healing the wound by renewed efforts of watchfulness, it
becomes us rather to probe the wound; to make use of
that which has appeared for the detecting of that which
has not appeared ; and so to point them to the blood that
cleanses from all sin. * Poor soul!”’ says the eminent
writer just quoted, it is not thy sore finger, but thy heetie
fever, from which thy life is in danger!” If the cause
be removed, the effects will cease. If the spring be puri-
fied, the waters will be healed, and the barren ground be-
come produective.

I conclude with a few remarks on the order of address-
ing exhortations to the unconverted. There being an
established order in the workings of the human mind, it
has been made 2 question whether the same ought not to
be preserved in addressing it. As, for instance, we cannot
be convineed of sin withont previous ideas of Ged and
moral government, nor of the need of a Saviour without
being convineed of sin, nor of the importance of salvation
without suitable conceptions of its evil nature. Henee, it
may be supposed, we ought not to teach any one of these
truths till the .preceding one is well understood ; or, at
least, that tve ought not to preach the gospel without pre-
facing it by representing the just requirements of the law,

our state s sinners, and the impossibility of being justified
Doubtless, such representa-

by the works of our hands.
tions are proper and necessary, but not so necessary as to
render it improper, on any occasion, to introduce the doc-
trine of the gospel without-them, and much less to refrain
from teaching it till they are understood and felt. In this
case a minister must be reduced to the greatest perplexity ;
never knowing when it was safe to introduce the salvation
of Christ, lest some of his hearers should not be suffciently
prepared to receive it. The truth is, it is never unsafe to
introduce this doctrine. There is such 2 conmexion in
Divine truth, that if any one part of it reach the mind

[ and find a place in“the heart, ail others, which may pre-

cede it in the order of things, will come in along with it.

- In feceiving a doctrine, we receive not only what is ex-

* Op the Mortification of Sin, Chap. VII.
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pressed, but svhat fe implied by it; ond thus the docirine
of the cross may ifself be the means of conyincing us of
the evil of sin. An example of this lately ocenrred in the
experience of o child of eleven yeors of age. Her minis-
ter, visiting her under a threatening aflliction, and perceiv-
Ing her to be unaffected with her sinful eondition, sauggested
_ that “ 1t was no small matter that brought down the Lord

of glory into this world to suffer and die, there must be
something very offensive in the nature of sin against a
lioly God.”” This remark appears fo have sunk into her
heort, and fo have issued in a saving change.® Divine
teuths ave like chain-shot; they go together, and we need
not perplex onrzelves which chould enter first ; if any one
enter, it will draw the rest after it.

Rematks nearly similor may be made concerning duties.
Though the Seriptures know nothing of duties to be per-
formea wwithout faith, or which do not énelude or imply it;
yet they do not wait for the sinner’s being possessed of
faith before they exhort him to other spiritual exercises;
such as *secking” the Lord, *loving” him, “serving
him,” &e., ner need we lay any such restraints upon our-
selves. Such is the connezion of the duties as well as the
truths of religion, that if one be truly complied with, we
need mot fear that the others will be wanting. _If God be
sought, loved, or served, we may be sure that Jesus is em-
braced ; and if Jesns be embraced, that sin ie abhorred.
Or should things first accur to the mind in another ovder,
should sin be the immediate objeet of onr thoughts, if this
be abhoerred, the God against whom it is committed must,
af the same instant, be loved, and the Saviour swho has
made 2 sacrifice to deliver us from it embraced. Let any
pazt of truth or holiness but find place in the heatt, and the
rest will be with it. Those paris which, in the order of
things, are required to precede i, will come in by way of
implication, and those which follow it will be produced by
it. Thus the primitive preachers seem fo have had none
of that scrupulosity which appears in the discourses and
writings of some modern preachers. Sometimes they ex-
horted sinmers fo * believe” in Jesus; but it was such
belief as smpfied repentance for sin: sometimes to “re-
pent and be converted 5 but it was such repentance and
conversion. a8 tneluded believing: and sometimes to ¢ la-
bour for the meat that endureth unto everlasting life
but it was such labouring as comprehended both repent~
ance and faith. =~ . - )

Some have inferred from the doctrine of justification by
faith in oppesition to the werks of the law, that sinners
ought not to be exhorted to any thing which comprises
ohediente o the law, either in heart or life, except we
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ghould preach the Jaw to them for the purpose of copvie~
tion ; and this lest we should be found diracting them to
the works of their own hands as the ground of acceptance
+with God. From the same principle, it has been coneluded
that faith itself cannot include any holy disposition of the
heart, hecause all holy disposition contains obedience to

the law. If this reasoning be just, all exhorting of sin- °

ners to things expressive of a holy exercise of heart is
either improper, or Tequires to be understoed as merely
preaching the law for the purpose of convietion; as our
Saviour directed the young ruler to “ keep the eommand-
ments, if he would enter into life”* Yet the Scriptures
abound with snch exhortations. Sinners are exhorted fo
<« geek? Grod, to * serve®” him with fear and joy, fo ¥ for-~
sake? their wicked way, and “return” to him, to * re-
pent” and “be converted.” These are manifestly exer-

cises of the heort, and addressed to the unconveried..

Neither are they to be undersiood as the requirements of
n covenant of works. That covenant neither requires e~
pentance nor promises forgiveness. But sinners are directed
to these things under a promise of “ merey”” and “ abund-
ant pardon.”” There is a wide difference between these
addresses and the address of our Lord to the young ruler ;
that o which ke was directed was the producing of a
righteousness adequate to the demands of the law, which
was naturally impossible ; and our Lord’s design. was to
shosv its impossibility, and thereby to convinee him of the
need of gospel merey; but thot to which the above direc-
tions point is not to any natural impossibility, but to the
very way of mercy. The manner in which the primitive
preachers guarded against self-righteousness was very if-
ferent from this. They were not afraid of exhorting either
saints or sinners to holy exercises of heart, nor of connect-
ing with them the promises of mercy. But though they
exhibited the promises of eternel life to any and every
spiritual exereise, yet they never tought that it was on ac-
connt of it, but of mere grace, through the redemption
that is in Jesus Christ. The ground on which they took
their stand was, ¢ Cursed -is every ome who continueth

not in all things written in the book of the lawtodo .

them.” Hence they inferred the impossibility of a sinner
being justified in any other way than for the sake of him
whe was made a curse for uws;” ond hence it elearly
follows, that whatever holiness any sinner may possess be-
fore, in, or after believing, it is of no account whatever as
a ground of acceptance with God. If we inculcate this
doetrine, we need not fear exhorting sinners to holy ex-
ercises of heart, nor holding up the promises of mercy to
all ‘who thus return to God by Jesus Christ.

APPENDIX :

ON THE QUESTION WHETHER THE EXISTENCE OF A HOLY DISPOSITION OF HEART BE
: NECESSARY TO BELIEVING.

17 is not from a fondness for controversy that I am induced
to offer my sentiments on this subject, I feel myself
ealled upon fo do so on two accounnts. First, The leading
pp.nciple in the foregoing treatise is implicated in the de-
eision of it. If no holy disposition of heart be presupposed
or included in. believing, it has nothing.holy in it ; and if
it have mothing holy in it, it is absurd o plead for its
being a duty. God requires nothing as a duty which is
merely natural or intellectnal, or in which the will bas ne
concern. Secondly, Mr. M<Lean, of Edinburgh, in a
sccond edition of his treatise on The Commission of Christ,
has published several pages of animadversions on what I
have advanced on this subject, and has charged me with
very serious consequences; consequences Which, if sub-
atantiated, will go to prove that I have subverted the great
doctrine of justification by grace alone, without the works
of the law,—pp. 74—86. It is true he has made no men-

* Dying Exercises of Snsannah nght', of Weekly, near Kettering,
N

tion of my name, owing, as 1 suppose, to what' 1 had
written being contained in two privaie letters, one of
which was addressed to him. I ecertainly had no expect-
ation, when I wrote those letters, that what I advaneced
would have heen publicly answered. I do not pretend to
understand so much of the efiguette of writing as to decide
whether this conduet was proper; but if it were, some
people may be tempted to think that it is rather danger-
ous to correspond with authers, I have no desire, how-
ever, to complain on this account, nor indeed on any other,
except that my sentiments are very pattially stated, and
things introduced so much out of their eonnexion, that it
is impossible for the reader to form any judgment eoncern-
ing them. . ) ’

1 have the pleanie to agree with Mr. M‘L. in con-
sidering the belief of the gospel as saving faith. Our dis-

-agreement on this subjeet is confined to the question, Wkat

the belief of the gospel includes. Mr. M¥L. so explains it
as carefully to exclude every exercise of the heart or will

/
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