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WILLIAM CAREY'S CENTENNIAL.

Baptists the world over are eclebrating the
centennial anniversary of Willlam Carey, the
famous missionary to India who died in 1834
after having for forty years pursucd his labors
in that country. Of him it has beon said that
he did more for the peoples of India than did
all other influences which have been brought to
bear upon its vast population by the weslern
powers. The name of Carey is held in highest
esteem throughout the whole of Christendom.
His career affords a salient example of the
sort of [aith and courage that surmounts all
diffculties and wins out against seemingly
overwhelming odds. It is no exaggeration to
say that there is no more inspiriting record of
personal endurance and self-denial to be found
| anywhere in the annals of humanitarian ser-
vice, It was by his own stintless endeavors
and invincible fortitude that Willlam Carey
attained for himsell a porition of great emin-
ence and uscfulness, one that will ever cause
his honored name to be associated with the his-
tory of Christian missions in India, the chosen
field of his ministerial activities.
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William Carey was borm in Paulersbury,
Northamptonshire, in 1761, His education was
of the seantiest. From childhood he knew
poverty in the severest regimen of the “bad
old times.” At fourteen, he was apprenticed
to the shoemaking trade. .Afterwards he be-
came journeyman to a Mr. Old at Kiddermin-
ster. In this cobbler's shop he found a small
collection of books. He devoured their con-
tents. The bent of his youthful mind was to-
wards botany and travels. He would have be-
come famous had not he found his chie! metier
in another direction. But his love of this sub-
ject stayed with him throughout his lifetime.
Captain Cook's Voyages was a volume that had
A ftremendous effect upon his imagination,
Carey jolned the Baptists and for some yecars
was a local preacher. At nineteen, the ques-
tion came up concerning his ordination to the
ministry, He took charge of a congregation
at Barton and afterwards at Moulton, his
stipend at the Iatter place being £17 per year,
Subsequently he officiated at a Baptist church
in Leicester. At no time did he receive a sti-
pend sufficient to release him from the cob-
bler's stall, For some years he did duty as
shoemaker, schoolmaster and preacher com-
bined. Twenty dollars a week, even ten dol-
lars, would have seemed 1o Willlam Carey a

'| liberal emolument. Says Mr. Morris: “ Every
" fortnight Carey might be seen walking ten

" miles into Northampton with his wallet full

‘|"of shoes and then returning home with a
A

" fresh supply of leather.”




Tradition has it that he afixed to the wall |,

of his cobbler's shop a self-made map of the
world. The spaces of heathendom were black-
ktloekrd. Carey never ceased to urge upon his
ministerial brethren the claims of misswonary
enterprise. His great opportunity eame when
at Nottingham, in 1792, the Baptist Associa-
tion met in May, with Carey as select preacher,
He took for his text, “ Enlarge the place of thy
tent and strelch forth thy habitations.” Then
it was he gave the moite which has ever since
been a signal for Christian missions: * Expect
great things from God, Atiempt great things
for God" The subseription raised at that
meeting was slightly in excess of asixty-five
dollars. The Baptist church at Birmingham
ralsed $280 in ald of the fund and some others
followed sult with lesser umounts, Carey vol-
unteered to embark for India, but Mrs, Carey
refused to undertake the voyage. The East
Indin Company placed a ban upon any other
vessels save their own and passengers were
obliged to get lieences from the India House
ere they could embark. The passage money
was put up to £600., Obtaining of a lieence
seemed hopeless, but in June, 1703, Carey with
his whole family was on his way to London;
ho had overcoma their scruples. The party
embarked jn the Cron Princessa Maris and
Isnded at Calcutta in November of that year,

Affairs all went wrong., Funds gave put.
Provisions were exhausied, The whole party
would have starved had jt not been for the
generosity of some Hindu pundits who offered
thema shelter. Later on, a Mr. Undy offered
Carey the mansgement of an indigo factory.
He gladly took the position, which placed him
upon “easy street.,” He gave notlce to the
Mission Soclety that ko could support himself
and family and that all subscriptions they
might send would go solely towards the mis-
slon worx luself, He transiated the New Testa-
ment into Bengalese. At Serampore he estab-
lished a church, a school, and bought the ma.

terials for and set up a printing press for the
publication of the Seriptures and philological

works. Theso included gramnars and die-

tionaries In the Mahratta, Sanserit, Punjabi,
Telinga, Bengalese and Bhotanta dialects,
Twenty-four diiTerent {ranslationa of the
Seriptures were all edited by Dr. Carey, who
kepl at work as ardently ns ever to the very
Inst, and In some of his Inteat letlers o Eng.
lond requestied his friends to send him a supply
of implements, scythes, sickles, ploughs, flower
secds, garden plants, ete., that he might earry
something of English horticulture inlo t

land of his nadoption. "My own counlry”
Carey called India In his affectionale manner.
And no man ever did more lo strengthen the
ties of friendship between the Hindu peaples
and the Dritish Empire than the humble Ket-
tering cobbler whose enrcer and character
shine out Lo this day, and for all fulure gen-
erations, n mark of herole and gentlemanly
service and a signal of inextinguishable light.

_—




	gazette-1934_Page_1
	gazette-1934_Page_2

