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The Second Omission is the Failure to
Recognize That Christ, Not Humankind, is
the Center of the Great Commission.

A. The Great Commission is centered on
Christ, not the disciple’s task.

1.

The emphasis of this passage is not on
the task of missions and evangelism,
but on the one to whom all authority
and power has been given (28:18).

Because Jesus has been given all power
and authority, He h. ther itto
command his disciples.

Because Jesus has been given all power
and authority, He has e ability to
help his disciples complete the task.
Because all power and authority in
heaven and earth belong to Jesus,
through faithful obedience we can
accomplish what Jesus has
commanded us to do.

B. The Great Commission is centered on
Christ, not the salvation of the nations.

1. The Gospel is a call to submit to the

kingdom of God. The disciple is
primarily a citizen of only one
kingdom—the Kingdom of God. The
nations represent all those things that
demand we give them first priority.

An individual is only saved when they
lose themselves to Christ. Faith that
focuses upon individual needs leads to
self-centeredness and self-
righteousness. Faith that focuses on
Christ leads to renouncing of self-
centeredness and self-righteousness.
Those persons who deny self and
accept Jesus as Lord experience
salvation.

Conclusion:

fers, not to instruction in
or doctrine, but to
o Jesus’ commands.

- " ~fJesus’ commands

To experience the presence of Jesus, you must

become a disciple of Christ. If you are not Jesus’
disciple, we invite you to become a disciple today.
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D. We gladly tip 15-20% to a waiter or
waitress, but the average Christian
reft s give God 3% (Je 1:17).

II. Christian Giving Pleases God (4:18).

A. Though many of Paul’s original readers
were not Jewish and did not understand
the thank offering (Leviticus 7:12-15),
most people gave sacrifices and
offerings to something or someone.

B. Giving is a matter of the heart.

1. Many people give in order to look
good in the eyes of other people, to
receive a tax benefit, or to maintain a
position of power.  ving for these
reasons is wrong.

2. God loves it when we put Him first
and give because we love Him
(2 Corinthians 9:7).

III. Christian Giving Releases God’s Blessings
(4:19).

A. God never promised that all of our
“wants” would be supplied. However,
He did promise that all of our “needs”
would be supplied when we put Him
first (Proverbs 3:9-10).

B. Human reasoning cannot understand
how giving to God leads to a blessing,
but faith enables you to discover this
truth (Malachi 3:8-10).

C. Jesus did not do away with the Old
Testament; He fulfilled it. Also, He
made it clear that giving is still to be
practiced (Luke 6:38).

Conclusion:

We give because being a Christian means
we should be giving. Our giving should be a
natural occurrence in our pilgrimage with God. It
brings great pleasure to God. Our giving has the
potential to release God’s blessings. Will you
commit to giving today?

—&»
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ook the initiative in calling
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1. He was marked out to proclaim the
Gospel (1:1).

2. He was given grace gifts for his task
(1:5).

3. The Romans were included (1:6).
III. Paul Was Sent (1:1, 5).

A. The word "apostle" means more than
simply "sent."
1. It means sent in the name of the
Sender.

2. It means sent with the task of the
Sender.

3. It means sent with the power of the
Sender.

B. Being sent as an apostle implies success.

1. Paul was sent to bring about the
obedience of the Gentiles (5)

2. He was sent for "His name's sake."”
IV. Paul was a Saint (1:7).

A. The reference is to the Romans, but
certainly Paul could be inc 1ded.

B. "Saint" comes from a word that means
"to incline or lean."”

1. The meaning of the word is
"sanctified" or "set apart.”

2. The example of sanctification is the
setting apart of the materials for the
tabernacle in the Old Testament.

3. The implication of sanctification is
fellowship because it is always used
in the plural.

4. The result of sanctification is service.
Conclusion:

How would you be introduced? Have you
made that total, permanent, and voluntary
commitment to Christ? Do you recognize his call
on your live? Are you involved in the purpose to
which he has sent you? Are you living in his
service as one set apart for him?
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II. You Must Set the Example of Love—This
is How Everyone Will Recognize That You
Are One of My . .sciples (13:35).

A. We are all recognized in some way.
What causes you to be recognized as
you are?

B. Ephesians 5:1 says that we are to be
imitators of Christ as little children.

C. What type of example are you setting in
your home, your school, your job or
your community? The example of love
as God wants us to give is one that we
must give so others can see Jesus in us.

III. Youlv of
Others—When They See the Love That
You Have for Each Other (13:35).

A. When others see the love of God in your
life, they sense that there is something
in you that they want to know more
about. When this happens, you have the
opportunity to encourage them and
therefore, help enrich their lives with
Christ.

B. IPeter 3:15 tells us that we need to be
prepared to help enrich the lives of
others by telling them of the hope that
we have in Christ.

C. How are you enriching the lives of
others? At times, this is very easy to do
but at other times it is difficult.
Allowing others to see the love that you
have for others because of your
relationship to Christ will give you
opportunities on a daily basis to add
enrichment to the lives of others.

Conclusion:

Have you ever really experienced God’s

many have experienced it over the
years. ("'‘ts are great. But as

believe we must do our part to let
others  >w what Christmas is really
aboute | help them understand the
real ex] ience of Christmas.

love? What type of example are you setting for
our Lord and for others? Are you taking the time
to enrich the lives of others? God desires for you
to be recognized by His love.
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Sermon by Alan Hix

III. False Gods Shift Qur Priorities (12:29-30).

A. The priority for worship was shifted
from Jerusalem to Dan and Bethel. Their
worship centers were not created as a
result of the command of God, but as a
result of the sinful activity of man.
Jeroboam got the people to shift their
worship priorities from what God had
decreed to what man had created.

B. False gods always cause us to shift our
priorities. They may seem to be
important, and yet they take the place of
the most important thing, our
relationship and responsibility to God.

IV. False _)ds De-emphasize thel quen
of God (12:31-33).

A. In appointing new festivals, Jeroboam
was saying that his new religious
creation was on equal footing with the
temple worship in Jerusalem.

B. One of the most dangerous philosophies
today is the one that says, “Religion is
good for man; but each man must choose
his own religion. No one faith is superior
to the others. The religion you choose is
the one that is right for you.” In other
words, religion is like going to the
cafeteria. All the food is good, you just
choose the kinds you like. This approach
denies that the Bible is the sole authority
for life and living and what it means to
be saved.

Conclusion:

Ted Turner told members of the National
Newspaper Association in Atlanta that the biblical
Ten Commandments do not relate to current
global problems, such as overpopulation and the
arms race. The rules we're living under are the
Ten Commandments, and I bet nobody here even
pays much attention to them, because they’re too
old,” Turner said. “When Moses went up on the
mountain, there were no nuclear weapons, there
was no poverty. Nobody [today] likes to be
commanded. Commandments are out.”

What kind of God or gods do you serve?
Are there any substitutes in your life? Have you
tried to redefine God to make him fit more
comfortably?
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B. Randall Manley was baptized in one of

the largest churches in Alabama several
months ago. Upon his own admission, he
has no idea what it means to be a
Christian. He was never discipled.

. What the world needs are disciple

makers, instead of converts. Invest part
of your life in the training of other young
ministers that will multiply your
ministry.

IV. Trust the Word (4:5).

A. Hardships will come in the ministry.

People will talk about you, stab you in
the back and persecute you. Remember,
the Bible promises that you will
overcome.

. Paul was afflicted, but not crushed;

perplexed, but not despairing;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck
down, but not destroyed (2 Corinthians
4:8-9). How did Paul keep on going? He
trusted in the promises of God. He
trusted in the eternal promises of God.
The victory is ours, if we persevere until
the end.

. During the reign of Vespasian, forty

Christian wrestlers were taken out from
the camp and forced to sit naked in the
cold until they renounced Christ or froze
to death. The wrestlers chanted, “Forty
wrestlers wrestling for thee, O Christ, to
win for you the victor’s crown.” After
midnight no one quit. The captain of the
guard was so moved, that he took off his
clothes and joined with the forty
wrestlers. All forty died to live again.
You must persevere and trust the
promises of the Word.

Conclusion:

Henry Varley spoke to D. L. Moody in
England and told him the world has yet to see
what God can do in and through and with a man
wholly commltted to God. D. L. Moody replied,

A

“an.” I pray that you will be this
nbracing the Word.
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B. The psalmist waited for the Lord for at
least two reasons.

1. The first reason is that he knew that
the Lord was his only hope. When
someone is sick, you don’t offer him
a magic marker. You give him
medicine, because medicine is what
will help him. We wait for God
because only God will help.

2. The psalmist also waited for God
because He had full confidence in his
showing up. The metaphor here is a
good one. The watchman who waits
for the morning is sure that the

_will  ne.

C. Waiting is not an easy process. We can
take another lesson from the morning
metaphor. The watchman can do
nothing to hurry the dawn. The
morning will come at the right time. In
the same way, God comes and does His
work on His timetable.

IHI. Witness (130:7-8).

A. The personal worship moment at the
psalmist experienced spilled over into a
public announcement. Imagine him
standing in the worship service to say,
“All of you should join me in hoping in
the Lord. I have found that God is
faithful and true.”

B. Whenever you and I are in the depths of
sorrow, God will work in our lives. He
is more than able to do what we need.
The psalmist found God to be worthy of
his faith and commitment. We too will
discover that the Lord will minister to
us so that we will be able to urge others
to trust God.

Conclusion:

Sitting on the winning si : of the stands is
no problem. When we appear to be on the losing
side, we need faith. The cries of waiting,
worshiping, and witnessing from the heart of the
psalmist need to come from ours as well.
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B. Do not underestimate your attitude and

determination. Attitudes and
determination are more important than
intelligence. Study the lives of great men
and women and you will find people
who may not have been the smartest, but
they were determined.

Focus on Your Character (3:15-16).

A. Character means being honest with

others. Stephen Covey in his book, The
Seven Habits of Highly Effective People,
noticed the trend of losing character in
our society. He noted that since 1776
until 50 years before his book every
book, i «cle,and e 1y on self-
improvement, success and leadership
dealt with character in some degree. Yet
for the last 50 years, character has not
played a major role in the literature. He
concluded that the world says that it is
more important to look honest than to be
honest, to appear happy than be happy,
to show concern rather than to be
concerned.

. Character means being honest with

yourself. Character is really integrity.

. Character implies you do what is right

when no one is looking. Many people
work on image, not integrity. Image is
what people think we are, integrity is
what we really are. Anyone can do what
is right when the world is looking, but
what about when you are alone, or away
from the church, or your parents?

. Character never compares with others.

When we start thinking, “Well, everyone
is doing it,” we forfeit integrity.

Conclusion:

True success comes when each person finds
Christ and lives for Him. Have you found success
by being a follower of Christ?
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