William Carey College

Departmental Course Syllabus

PSY 505 Advanced Developmental Psychology

Text: Laura E. Berk: Development Through the Lifespan; Third Edition

Catalog Description: A survey of human development from conception to death. The course will cover the child, the young adult, the adult and the senior citizen. The course will include an in depth look at the physical, cognitive, emotional and social development of each stage of human development.

The Americans with Disabilities Act

Students with disabilities who are protected by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and require special accommodation should contact Mrs. Brenda Waldrip at 601-318-6188. Mrs. Waldrip is located in the Student Services Office in Lawrence Hall.

Statement on Academic Integrity

William Carey College seeks to create an environment that encourages continued growth of moral and ethical values, which include personal honesty and mutual trust. The college places the highest value on academic integrity and regards any act of academic dishonesty as a serious offense. Academic dishonesty is considered unethical and in violation of William Carey College’s academic standards and Christian commitment. If such an incident occurs, students, faculty, and/or staff are obligated to initiate appropriate action. Depending upon the seriousness of the offense sanctions could include failure of the assignment, failure of the course, and could lead to suspension or dismissal from the college. A full explanation of the procedures for responding to instances of academic dishonesty are contained in the college’s Policies and Procedures manual and in the student handbook, The Lance.

Course Description and Rationale

The course is designed to provide insight into human development. It will trace the theories of development from conception, to childhood, to adult, to senior citizen, to death. The course is designed to explore the similarities and differences in ethnic groups and cultures and their effect on human development. The course will also examine the impact of biology and environment on lifespan development.

General Objectives/Course Competencies:

The course is based upon the following objectives which are part of the chosen text:

• To develop an understanding of the theories in the field and the strengths and weaknesses of those theories  (NASP 2.9)

• To gain knowledge of both the sequence of human development and the processes that

underlie it  (NASP 2.9)

• To gain an appreciation of the impact of context and culture on human development (NASP 2.6, 2.8, 2.9)

• To understand the joint contributions of biology and environment to development (NASP 2.9)

• To develop a sense of interdependency of all domains of development–physical,

cognitive, emotional, and social  (NASP 2.6)

• To understand the relationship between theory, research and application  (NASP 2.9)

Course Requirements:

• Attendance and participation in class discussions are required. Any student missing three classes will fail the class.

• Each student will be required to do a major paper on a topic to be discussed in class. The paper must be presented to the class on the night the topic is scheduled for discussion. The paper must be written using APA format. Topics will be assigned the first night of class.

• A case study will be done on an individual of the students choice who is over 55 years of age. The study will track the individual from childhood into middle adulthood. The

outline for the study will be given out the second week of class.

• An annotated bibliography will be done on the references used in the paper. There must

be at least six references.

Class Schedule:

Week 1 Theory and Research in Human Development

Week 2 Foundations of Development

Week 3 Infancy and Toddlerhood

Week 4 Early Childhood

Week 5 Middle Childhood

Week 6 Mid-Term

Week 7 Adolescence

Week 8 Early Adulthood

Week 9 Middle Adulthood

Week 10 Late Adulthood

Week 11 Final

Teaching Method:

Socratic — Questions & Answers

Lectures

Classroom Activities

Class grades will be determined as follows:

Activity Percent of Grades

Class Attendance 5%

Paper 20%

Case Study 15%

Annotated Bibliography 10%

Mid-Term 25%

Final 25%

Grading Scale

90 -100 A

80 - 89 B

70 - 79 C

60 - 69 D

Assignments must be turned in on the date they are listed as being due. Work that is not turned in on time will not be accepted.
