EDU 620: Spring 2007 TEACHER AS RESEARCHER

Class Sessions:
Thursdays, 6:00 – 9:45




LRS, Room 119

Instructor:

Jeannie Lockley, Ph. D.


Office Hours:



601-318-6611 (Office)


Posted Outside Office




601-318-6600 (Education Office)                  LRS 101 (Office)




jeannie.lockley@wmcarey.edu

Catalog Description:

(Three hours) This study of methodology and interpretation of educational research will acquaint the students with various techniques of research and their use in educational endeavors. Required of all graduate students in the M. Ed. Degree program.

Learning Outcomes:

To select and define a problem

To prepare research plan

To select a sample of the population

To select a measurement instrument

To develop some understanding of the different types of research

To analyze and interpret data

To understand the procedures for preparing and evaluating a research report

To know procedures for collecting data in the schools

To evaluate a research plan

STANDARDS for Learning Outcomes:

INTASC #8, #9; ACEI #4, # 5.2; CEC #8, #9, #10; IRA #5.2, 5.3; ISTE #4
Required Textbook:

Gay, L. R., Mills, G. E., & Airasian, P. (2006). Educational research: Competencies for analysis and application (8th ed.). Columbus, Ohio: Prentice Hall.

American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.

Mississippi Office of Attorney General, & Mississippi Department of Education (2006) School Law Primer for Educators and School Personnel. Jackson, MS.

Recommended:

Gay, L. R., & Airasian, P. (2003). Study guide to accompany L. R. Gay and Peter Airasian’s educational research: Compentncies for analysis and applications (7th ed.). Columbus, Ohio: Prentice Hall.
IMPORTANT:

Please take note that the last day to drop with a “W” is Friday, March 9.

The last day to drop with “WP” and “WF” is Friday, March 30.

ATTENDANCE:
Attendance at all class meetings is expected. Please be on time and stay until class has ended. No credit is to be received if more than 2 full classes are missed or more than 7 hours of class time. There are no excused or unexcused absences. Please see The Graduate Catalog of WCC, pages 27-28. If you come into class late it is your responsibility to write a note to let me know you are present and when you came into class. Otherwise you will be marked absent for the entire class.

There are no excused or unexcused absences.

Tentative Course Schedule:
	Class
	Topic
	Readings
	Requirements

	
	
	
	

	1
	· Introduction Overall

· Introduction to Research
	Handouts

Chapter 1
	

	2
	· Selection & Definition of a problem
· Preparing & Evaluating a Research Plan
· Selection of a Sample
· Selection of a Measuring Instrument
	Chapters

2, 3, 4, & 5
	

	3
	· Descriptive Research

· Correlational Research
	Chapters

6 & 7
	

	
	SPRING BREAK

MARCH 10 - 18
	
	

	4
	· Causal-Comparative Research

· Experimental Research
	Chapters

8, 9 & Supplementals
	ASSIGNMENT 1 DUE

(Introduction paper)

	5
	· MIDTERM
	
	MIDTERM

	6
	· Descriptive Statistics

· Analysis of Descriptive Research
	Chapter 11 & supplementals
	

	7
	· Inferential Statistics

· Analysis of Descriptive Research
	Chapter 12 & Supplementals
	ASSIGNMENT 2 DUE

(Annotated Bibliography)

	8
	· Qualitative Research
	Chapters

14, 15, 16, 17, & 18
	

	9
	· Mixed Methods

· Action Research in the Schools

· Single Subject Experimental Research

· Students receive take-home final
	Chapters

19, 20, 10, & Supplementals
	ASSIGNMENT 3 DUE

(Methods)

	10
	· PRESENTATIONS

· Students return take-home final
	
	PRESENTATIONS

TAKE-HOME FINAL DUE

	11
	· PRESENTATIONS

· Take-home final debrief
	
	PRESENATIONS


Spring Break – No classes – March 10 - 18

Grades are due Thursday, May 10.

Catastrophic Event Plan
In case of a catastrophic event, the following procedures will be maintained: In case of a closed campus with internet access, all courses will shift to Blackboard/D2L or CourseCompass or email delivery of assignments. Follow all assignments in the syllabus and send them via the electronic method(s) or email to your professor. In case of a closed campus with no internet access, follow all syllabus’ directions for the completion of all course assignments. Completed assignments should be packaged in due date order for delivery to the campus once the campus has reopened. These assignments can also be sent by mail or email when possible.
REQUIREMENTS:
Midterm and Final:

The midterm is objective, multiple choice type questions. The midterm is in-class and closed book. The final is a combination of objective type questions and short answer type questions.

Assignments 1, 2 and 3 are all related. You may choose any topic that is related to education.
Assignment 1 Introduction Paper
This should include a cover page. Provide information where you identify a problem you would like to explore. The paper should be brief and include statements about what you want to examine and why it is important. There is an example in D2L.

Rubric for Assignment 1 (Introduction paper)

_____ Cover page (5)

_____ Purpose statement (IV, DV etc…) (25)

_____ Justification (20)

_____ Definition of terms (10)

_____ Quality of writing (20)

_____ APA (10)

_____ Headings/Organization (10)

Assignment 2 Annotated Bibliography
Have a cover page. Provide an annotated bibliography about the topic of your choice. The articles should be in conjunction with the Assignment 1.
Annotated Bibliography Rubric

_____ Cover Page (5)

_____ Alphabetical Order and numbered (5)

_____ Ten entries (scholarly/peer reviewed, one is a book or chapter in a book) (25)

(-10 for each that does not meet criteria!)

_____ Minimum of ¾ page and no more than 1 page summary (25)

_____ Liked/Disliked – Recommendation – critique (10)

_____ APA (10)

_____ Whole document in correct layout (10)

_____ Appearance font, etc…(12 font, times new roman) (10)

COVER PAGE

See example provided in D2L
ALPHABETICAL ORDER

You alphabetize according to the FIRST author of a publication. You DO NOT change the order of authors for a particular publication!

TEN ENTRIES

· Scholarly and/or peer reviewed information

· One entry has to be from a book obtained from WCU. You may cite the entire book or a chapter from a book. If you cite chapters from a book, you may only use 1 chapter from one book.

· You may use only 1 publications from ERIC

· Articles have to be a MINIMUM of 5 full pages of text.
· No reviews of books are allowed
· I need to approve any information that has


Pictures


No references


No author cited

APA

You are expected to correctly cite your bibliographies. Use the APA Manual.



Information typically used:




References for Periodicals

Page 240




Documents from ERIC

Page 257




Entire book



Pages 248-250




Chapters or sections of a book
Pages 252-253
FORMAT/LAYOUT OF DOCUMENT

#1

(space)

Katsiyannis, A., & Herbst, M. (2004). Punitive damages in special education. Journal of Disabilities Studies, 15(1), 9-11.

(space)

This is where you will provide a summary of the article in your own words. This paragraph is to be single spaced and a good,3/4 page summary.

(space)

Your opinion of the article, and if you would recommend it for reading or not and perhaps to whom you might or might not recommend. This should be more than one or two sentences.

It is expected that one entry will be a complete ¾ of a page and no more than 1 full page. Begin a new entry on a new page.
APPEARANCE

Everything is in 12 Font and Times New Roman.

Black ink

Organized and neat
Assignment 3 Methods Section

Have a cover page. A methods section is to be written in paragraph form. This is where you will explain, in detail, how you would conduct the study or research. This is where you will explain in detail, your participants and all the known information about an instrument, and the procedure of your study. We will cover this more in class. This assignment should be a continuation of Assignments 1 and 2. There is an example (format) in D2L.

Rubric for Assignment 3 (Methods Section)

_____ Cover Page (5)

_____ Permissions (5)

_____ Participants (15)

_____ Instrument(s) (15)

_____ Design (10)

_____ Procedure (15)

_____ Data Analysis (5)

_____ Quality of Writing (10)

_____ Organization (5)

_____ Headings are correct (5)

_____ Overall look (12 font, times new roman, etc.) (5)

_____ APA (5)

Presentation

Have at least a one page handout for the class and the presentation will be on whatever topic of research you have chosen. This should be in reference to assignments 1, 2, and 3. The handout should include at least one reference you thought was good from your annotated bibliography and the citation has to be in APA format. You have to be on time for the class for presentation and stay the entire time. The information included on the handout is information from all your readings (not a summary of one article nor summaries of each of your articles)!

Rubric for Presentation

_____ On-time (5)

_____ Stayed the entire time (5)

_____ Presentation on information from all 10 articles (information on topic)

(not a summary of an article or a summary of each article) (35)

_____ Handout provided (15)

_____ Handout neat and organized (10)

_____ At least one citation on handout in APA format (10)

_____ Knowledge of topic (10)

_____ Presentation style (Did not read, etc…) (10)

Grading:
Assignment 1




10%


90 – 100%
A

Midterm




15%


80 - 89%
B

Assignment 2




25%


70 – 79%
C

Assignment 3




15%


Below 70%
F

Presentation




10%

Final





25%

Reduced grades will be given for materials turned in late.

No assignments will be accepted after one week of the due date.

For your information:

You will find examples of APA citations in APA Manual for:

Journals:


Numbers 1-3



pages 240-241

Book:



Numbers23-24



pages 248-249





Section 4.12



page 228

Chapter in Book:

Section 4.13



page 229

Chapter in an Edited Book
Number 34



page 252

ERIC:



Number 43



page 257

This is not a comprehensive list. These are ones that are most used.
ADDITIONAL REFERENCES

Barlow, D. H., Hayes, St. C., & Nelson, R. O. (1984). The scientist practitioner: Research and accountability in clinical and educational settings. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Doggett, R. A., Edwards, R. P., Moore, J. W., Tingstrom, D. H., & Wilczynski, S. M. (2001). Research into practice: An approach to functional assessment in general education classroom settings. School Psychology Review, 30, 313-328.
Edwards, R. (1987). Implementing the scientist-practitioner model: The school psychologist as data-based problem solver. Professional School Psychology, 2(3), 155-161.

Kazdin, A. E. (1982). Single-case research designs, Methods for clinical and applied settings. New York: Oxford University.

O’Neill, R E., Horner, R. H., Albin, R. W., Sprague, J. R., Storey, K., & Newton, J. S. (1997). Functional assessment and program development for problem behavior: A practical handbook. Albany: Brooks/Cole.

PLAGIARISM:

If you do not understand the concept of plagiarism you need to read the section on plagiarism in the APA Manual on pages 349-350. If you have any questions about plagiarism after reading this section you need to talk with me. If you do not talk with me, it will be assumed you understand the definition of plagiarism. Plagiarism will not be tolerated and can result in the student receiving a final grade of F.

Academic Integrity:

William Carey University seeks to create an environment that encourages continued growth of moral and ethical values, which include personal honesty and mutual trust. The college places the highest value on academic integrity and regards any act of academic dishonest as a serious offense. Academic dishonesty considered unethical and in violation of William Carey University’s academic standards and Christian commitment. If such an incident occurs, students, faculty, and/or staff are obligated to initiate appropriate action. Depending upon the seriousness of the offense sanctions could include failure of the assignment, failure of the course, and could lead to suspension or dismissal from the university. A full explanation of the procedures for responding to instances of academic dishonesty is contained in the university’s Policies and Procedures manual and in the student handbook, The Lance.
Disabilities Statement:

Students with disabilities, who are protected by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and require special accommodations, should contact Mrs. Brenda Waldrip at 601-318-6188. Mrs. Waldrip is located in the Student Services Office in Lawrence Hall.

