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SYLLABUS:  
EDR311 Early Literacy Instruction II
INSTRUCTOR:  

OFFICE HOURS:  

TEXT:  Reutzel D. R., & Cooter, Jr., R. (2004).  Teaching Children to Read. (4th ed.)  Columbus:  Pearson and Merrill Prentice Hall.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course in literacy instruction includes concepts, materials and teaching strategies for oral language development and early systematic reading and writing instruction specific to vocabulary, fluency and comprehension.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  After completing the requirements for this course, the students will be able to make decisions about teaching reading by:

1.  reviewing, discussing and applying the research base for effective reading instruction, including the principles, techniques, theories, philosophies and historical bases, IRA/MS 1, INTASC 1, ACEI 1
2.  recognizing literacy as an integrated process that results in comprehension/communication as a product,  IRA 1, INTASC 1, ACEI 1
3.  engaging students in activities that promote intrinsic motivation to read and write for pleasure and information, IRA 4 & INTASC 2 , ACEI 3 
4.  promoting oral language development in children, IRA 1, INTASC1 , ACEI 3
5.  reviewing the scientific evidence and demonstrating knowledge concerning vocabulary, fluency and comprehension and how they are learned and why they are important to the reading and writing process for all children, IRA 1, INTASC 3, ACEI 3
6. developing and collecting teaching materials for a variety of instructional strategies for instructing beginning readers/writers in vocabulary, fluency and comprehension, IRA 2, 4,  INTASC 4, & ACEI 3
7.  assessing, formally and informally, the learning needs of individuals in order to guide  instruction, IRA 3,INTASC 8 & ACEI 4
8.  observing and participating in reading with students and writing journal entries and lesson plans relating to the experience and IRA 2.1, 2.2,2.3, 3.34.1,5.2 & INTASC5,7,9 & ACEI 3 
9.  discussing and developing plans for parental, family and community involvement and plans for becoming a professional. IRA 5,INTASC 9 & 10, ACEI 5
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

 Each student will:

1.  attend and participate in all class sessions and take two exams.

2.  prepare and report to the class three research articles on assigned topics of vocabulary, comprehension and fluency. 

3. observe and participate in teaching reading for four (4) hours.  You are to prepare the following information about the teaching experience:

a.  write a journal entry for each visit.  These should be ½ to 1 page in length and should be written reflectively, not just descriptively.

b.  prepare 3 lesson plans, (using the long form) one for each of the following:  vocabulary, fluency and comprehension strategies/materials and include assessments (formal and informal). Also include the MS Reading Benchmarks when preparing your objectives for your lesson plan.
c.  Include samples of student’s work and the teacher’s signed letter.

A sample lesson plan and a rubric for the teaching packet will be given in class.
4.  When the chapters for teaching vocabulary and comprehension are assigned, bring to class a game, a puzzle, or an activity for each of them and present it to the class. 

EVALUATION:

Grades will be assigned according to the following criteria:

Exams  50%

A = 93-100

C = 76-84

F = Below 70

Projects 50%

B = 85-92

D = 70-75


If you miss any of the class sessions, it is your responsibility to make up any work, get notes or ask for handouts.  Grades will be given for daily activities completed in class.
CLASS SCHEDULE

EDR311  Early Literacy Instruction II

Week 1

Introductions and syllabus review 

Obj. 1, 5, 6  & 8
Reading Theories:  Transmission model & Transactional model




Video:  Lev Vygotsky’s Developmental Theory




Teaching YOU to read (using unknown symbols)




Lesson planning and Benchmarks




Teaching Children to Read:  Ch. 5 (pp.120-131) VOCABULARY
 1.1 Where and how students acquire new vocabulary

 1.2 Research:  Vocabulary learning and four types of vocabulary

 1.3 Research:  Teaching Vocabulary

 1.4 Effective vocabulary instruction

 1.5 Which words to teach (sight vocabulary)

Class activities:  Alphabet and vocabulary activities and materials

Week 2

Teaching Children to Read:  Ch.5 (pp. 132-152) VOCABULARY

Obj. 5, 6 & 8

2.1 Teaching strategies:  word banks, specific word instruction,




       making words, function words, shared reading/voc. instruction 


       & meeting needs of ELL students, Semantic maps, 




       multicultural experiences & vocabulary development




2.2  Acquiring new vocabulary independently:  word learning 




       strategies, wide reading, computer-assisted, word maps




Class activities: Sample lessons & vocabulary  strategies



Week 3

Teaching Children to Read: Ch.6 (154-165) COMPREHENSION
Obj. 2,5,6,7,8

3.1 Issues & research in teaching reading comprehension




3.2 Schema theory & Process overview




3.3.Comprehension difficulties




3.4 Model for effective comprehension instruction




Class activities: comprehension strategies


Week 4

Teaching Children to Read: Ch.6 (165-194) COMPREHENSION

Obj. 4,6,7,8
4.1 Comprehension instruction:  cloze, phrasing, chunking & 




       reader’s threatre




4.2  Connecting information & making inferences




4.3  Teaching students about text structures & information texts




4.4  Interpretation & Elaboration:  KWL, imagery, affective 




       responses





        

4.5   Strategies for effective questioning:QAR/ questioning authors
        




4.6   Monitoring & Self-Regulation:  metacognition & fix-up 




        strategies




4.7   Meeting the needs of second language learners: contextual




        diagrams





4.8   Meeting the needs of struggling readers




Class activities:  concept applications report, comprehension 






   lesson samples & reader’s theatre

Week 5

Teaching Children to Read:  Ch.7 (196-219) FLUENCY

Obj. 2,3,4,5,6,7.8
5.1 Reading Fluency defined




5.2 How readers develop fluency




5.3 Organizing for Instruction:  Modeling, Guided oral reading, 




       practice, independent practice, fluency assessment




Classroom activities:  Fluency strategies 




Review for Mid-Term Exam




Mid-Term Exam

Week 6

Teaching Children to Read: Ch. 8(220-250) Materials/Programs        
Obj. 2,3,4,5,6,7,8
6.1 The Basal Reader Approach:  TE, beginning texts, assessment,




       record keeping




6.2  Production & organization of basal readers; strengths & 




        weaknesses




6.3  reconciled reading lessons & reciprocal questioning




6.4  Differing philosophical emphases in basal reading series




6.5  Decoding; literature-based basals




6.6  Adopting & evaluating basal readers




Class activities:  Evaluate basal reader programs and identify the 







   scope & sequence charts

Week 7

Teaching Children to Read Ch.8(251-260) Materials/Programs
Obj. 2,3,4,5,6,7,8
7.1  Effective reading programs




7.2  Students with special needs succeeding with basal readers




7.3  Diverse cultural or language needs and basal readers




Class activities:  Cooperative Learning Groups:  Sample lessons






    written and presented from basal readers




    

Week 8

Teaching Children to Read: Ch. 9 (262-321)  ASSESSMENT

Obj. 7


8.1  Seven principles of classroom assessment 




8.2  Traditional reading assessment:  IRI, group tests, Individual 




        diagnostic tests




8.3  Comprehensive reading assessment: portfolios, kid-watching




8.4   Methods of assessing reading development:  running records,




        reading interview, interest inventory, concepts about print, 




        alphabet knowledge, checklists & scales, fluency evaluation,




        reading logs, retellings, story maps, teacher-made cloze tests,




        questioning & family surveys




8.5   Evaluating your program




8.6   What about grades:  reading logs, rung records, retellings, 




         literature-response projects, cloze tests




8.7   Issues & pitfalls in reading assessment




Classroom activities:  Using a rubric to evaluate student’s papers







and creating assessments

Week 9

Teaching Children to Read: Ch. 10 (324-377) ORGANIZING

Obj. 3,4,5,6,7,8,9
9.1  Preparing the environment for effective literacy instruction:




       design a classroom floor plan




9.2  Organizing instructional tools & materials: trade books, 




        leveled books, decodable books & computers




9.3   Language experience approach:  advantages & disadvantages




9.4   Classroom displays, storage & organizing human resources:  




        parents, volunteers, aides & tutors




9.5  Grouping students:  ability grouping, cooperative grouping &




        instructional needs grouping




9.6  Planning the first day: classroom rules & literacy activities




9.7  Planning for the first week




Classroom activities:  Cooperative teams design classroom floor 







plan, letter to parents, classroom rules, 1st 







day, literacy activities and a LEA lesson

Week 10

Teaching Children to Read:Ch.11(378-417)Every Child a Reader

Obj. 4,5,6,7,9

10.1  Characteristics of exemplary literacy teachers




10.2  Designing a yearlong curriculum plan




10.3  Annual assessment plan




10.4  Reading-writing workshop




10.5  School –family-community partnerships




10.6  Adapting instruction for struggling readers:  Reading 




          Recovery, limited English proficient learners




Review for Final




Assignments are due



Student Presentations
Week 11

Final Exam
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