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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tue following Work is reprinted, (with some

corrections,) in the confidence that while
it will amply sustain the estimation which
its late Judlcluua and excellent Author
en;nyed when living, i it will acquire no mean

rank among pmducuans of a similar ki’n‘if

now that hgl&ﬁnmm% '_,: Mﬂ‘- t.u B
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j Tue “Bible” being not only a Divine commu-
f Serampore, nication, but the express revelation of the will of
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ture may also contribute to produce 2 less marked
::t:nlion while the Holy Scriptures are read, than

when the reading refers to subjects which imme.
diately engage our senses and our passions. We take
m he Bible without expecting @ mental feast, ang

we perhaps possess too little spirituality of mind to

seek for a moral one.

3. The subjects contained in the Holy Secriptures

are of a serious and weighty nature, and as such haye

little attraction for minds naturally averse to deep
research: hence some assistance in reading the Bible

appears to be desirable.

4. In the Seriptures there are difficulties peculiar
to them as a Divine communication: they wu_ld;.mg 5
be obscure to ai:gels,nor'are they very much so to
 Christians ‘of the highest order in spiritual attain-

explains our meaning, W
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is a religious frame of mind necessary to their pro-
fitable perusal, but an elevated train of sacred feel-
ings, capacitating the individual to **delight in the
law of the Lord,” and leading him to ‘"meditate
therein day and night.”

6. The very phraseology of the Scriptures partakes
of the difficulties belonging to them as religious and
divine communications; and this also renders it
desirable that we should have some one to guide
us, as well as some familiar aoquaintance with them,
before these phrases can be well understood.

7. The doetrines of this Divine book unquestion-
ably form a complete system of sacred truth, a s)
tem of which every part is necessary to the un
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th: and, that the human mind might contain it g5 : ¢ PREFACE. =
tru 'laﬁnln ur ﬂlﬁ w.'l.u. of G’Ud, lhis t.l.'l.l.'l]], “']ilc]: ; ; : :
a reve Sl cxponition in the heavenly state, hag The former part contains a view of the Christian
receives 8

system as developed in the Jewish economy and
the discourses of our Lord, and of its progress as
deseribed in the Acts of the Apostles. The latter
part contains comments on the doctrines and
duties of the Christian Religion, as drawn from
for hid treasure. passages in almost every part of the Divine word,
but especially in the Epistles.

here in this volume a vast cuncentratiurn ; and this pe.
cessary brevity involves some parts in a d.l‘-grea o
ohscurity; an obscurity, howev.er, _w}uch gw?s way
before the labours of him who digs in these mines ag

10. Finally, as a summary of Divine Truth, suited

to our present momentary being, and .ot attended The chapter connected with each comment is

with these and other unavni:lahle+ difficulties, the pointed out at the head of each Reflection, as the
Bible may properly become the subject of cu.mmelﬂ;, Seripture selected for the day. The reader needs not,
explanation, aud reflection, when offered mth' e however, confine himself to the portion thus directed
desty and humility ; and though a cummen.tary "s"'*"_"--£ to be read, but may read a whole chapter at once,
absolutely necessary to the comprehension of its : though the author is of opinion, that the Holy Serip-.
essential truths, yet meditations or reflections may tures are far more likely to be profitable (the His-
op&n to us some of the riches contained in this torical Books excepted) if only small pommhe o
Divine treasury.  arasiant read at once. The Psalms and Epistles S

Gl o should be read either in small i
: = e "i"ﬂmﬁll_ Ge.b;

endeavours to derive from the Holy Scripte :



{
E PREFACE.
theevening a8 . the moruing of each day.. This, |
nd on the continuance of life, .
5

however, must depe
and -on lhE_rmPﬁﬂﬂ given to this volume. Should

it be ted with candour b}r his-fellow-Chris-
Gans in India, and endear to him, or any of . the
b : em, | CONTENTS.

that word of life and salvation upon which alk our

hopes are built, the aunthor will rejoice that he em- _
ployed his leisure, in his voyage to England in the
vear 1819, in composing these Reflections. '
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Serampore, 1832
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