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TIn the covenant of redemption provision is made
for the deliverance of all who believe, from a state
both of sin and of backsliding: but no man obtains
this deliverance till he be convinced of its being a
horrible pit; and till he cry for deliverance,—*¢ Lord,
save, or I perish.” There 1s no safety for a Christian
but what is derived from faith in God,—in his pro-
mises, in his grace, in his faithfulness, and in the
finished work of our T.ord Jesus Christ. ““They that
trust in the Lord,” says David, “shall be as Mount
Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever.”
Exactly adhering to the same allusion, the Prophet
Tsaiah, and the Apostle Peter, quoting him, say,—
“ Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner stone, elect,
precious; and he that believeth on him shall not be
confounded.”

The person delivered shows forth his gratitude, not
by his lips merely, but in substantial acts of perse-
vering obedience : he dreads the pit, and all the
avenues which lead to it; and he never considers him-
self safe but as he feels his footing firm on the rock,
nor happy but as e dwells under its shadow as the
shadow of the Almighty.

Such deliverances, such conversions, excite fear
in others; who suspect that they cannot be safe,
while such a person has been found in such sinful
courses, such a horrible pit. From the memorable in-
stances of Divine goodness, others are encouraged to
trust in the Lord for ever.
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Seripture selected for the day.—ILiphesians, i.
Livery person 'pron‘ounces that man wretched,
who is without .a friend, without a. protector, and

without a home. But let all haman misery meet in
one person, and compare his circumstances with those
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of the man who is without Christ; he is still an
object of envy.
When we speak of Christ as being a desirable |

Object, we must always keep in mind the spiritusl
state of man§ for it is in reference to this state that
he was made flesh, — 1. Christ is a Surety ; mankind
are bound to keep the law perfectly; and, upon
| failure, are under the eurse, How miserable then is
| the man who has broken this law, lies under this tre-
mendous curse, and has none to obey and none to
suffer in his stead!—2. Christ is a Refuge: how
truly deplorable is the condition of the person who is
pursued by Divine Justice, tormented by a guilty
conscience, upon the brink of death, and yet has no
refuge to fly to, no resource! — 8. Christ is a
Prophet : till taught by the Lord Jesus, men are full
of error, and perishing for lack of knowledge : he only
can make wise to salvation.—4. Christ is the De-
| liverer: men are the captives of sin and the world,
the slaves of Satan ; these enemies are dragging them
down to perdition, and there is no deliverer, mighty
to save, while they are without Christ.— 5. Christ is
the Consolation of Israel: in a world like this, what
multitudes are sinking under an accumulation of sor-
row! The world frowns, the conscience is full of
trouble, and no friend applies a healing balm to the
broken heart.—6, Christ is the Great Physician :
the mind labours under a fatal distemper, which in-
ereases every day: no restorative sulficiently effi-
cacious is found ; all means are tried, but the disorder
reigns even unto death, and the man perishes because
he is far from the Saviour.—7. Christ is the Resur-
rection and the Life : nothing affects us so much as
the thoughts of dissolution ; if sin be unpardoened, all |
the bitterness of death is felt. Iow truly deplorable, |
then, the case of those who are without Chyist! |
But who are they to whom this description applics, |
| —“Without Christ?” They who have never sought |
I him ; they who have never loved him. No individua! '
\ was ever able to say, The Redeemer is mine, without |
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