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deliverance from evil. The last part is an ascription
of praise.

othing could be more concise, more full, or more
appropriate. With respect to the controversy grafted
on this specimen of prayer, it becomes those who
use forms, and those who do not use them, to feel
great tenderness towards each other; since both
methods have conveyed, with a Divine fervour, the
desires of thousands and thousands of the most
eminent saints in almost every age of the church, to
the throne of God. It is the spirit of prayer, the
internal desire, at which the Almighty looks; and
without which, the most correct form, as well as the
most fluent extemporaneous address, will be utterly
rejected. One sigh from a broken heart, one groan
from a burdened sinner, one heartfelt expression
in lamentation for sin, is more acceplable to the
Almighty than all sacrifices and all gifts.

——

APRIL 1.
Scripture selected for the day.—Luke, xi. 1—13.

«Our Father, who art in heaven ; hallowed be thy
name.” By this introduction to the Lord's prayer,
we are taught to approach the Divine throne with
the deepest reverence, hallowing that at, that
awful name on which we call, a name which all onr
inward powers ought to adore. Indeed, if’ solemn
worship is ever becoming, it is then most so, when
we come into the presence of God, and presume, not
to speak concerning him, but to address our words im-
mediately to his Majesty. The meanness of our earthly
origin, the depth of our depravit and perfidy, and
our utter abjectness and misery, loudly call for this
reverence and godly fear, Levity and insincerity are
never so detestable as in the act of drawing near to
God. Our very words and gesture should be proofs
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that we are not offering the sacrifice of fools. Drow-
siness and levity under the P'I‘eﬂﬂhing of the word,
however reprehensible, are innocent actions com-
pared with the same behaviour when we profess to
be in the act of addressing the Almighty.

But we are here tanght to approach God, not only
with the most profound awe, but with filial confidence,
| as our Father, Since man has, by sin, disowned his
| allegiance and relationship to God, and, like the

pmgf , Jeft his Father's presence, he has no claim
to the relationship implied by this term, but is an
| alien, a stranger, and a foreigner, He is not per-
mitted such a familiarity, nor could he enjoy it,
without the spirit of adoption, the filial disposition.
But to a child of God, how great is the privilege, how
sweet the enjoyment, to call Jehovah by the tender
and endeare:i name, Father! And this privilege
includes every blessing. 1f God be my Father, the
believer may say, then he will be my Joy in sorrow,
my Safety in danger, my Friend amidst innnmerable
enemies, my Strength in weakness, my Hope in
darkness, my Life in death. If thou art mine, 1
ss in thee a treasure, inexkaustible and eternal;
a Friend who cleaveth closer than a brother ; a Pro-
tector who will never abandon me ; and a Fountain
of life and blessedness which can never fail.

But our Father “is in heaven.” Tt might be
asked, Why give the idea of locality respecting
a Being whose presence fills immensity? Perhaps
this was intended to draw off our minds from
earth and all its vanities, and also to show us
that, heaven being the place where the Mediator
maketh intercession for us, we are to have an eve
to him in all our approaches to the Father; and
thus we are to pray to the Father, through the
Baq. and by the Spirit,—in all our addresses remem-
bering, that God is one,
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