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Gallery welcomes Carey art
Carey 250 exhibit on display until Nov. 18

from Staff rEportS

    William Carey Univer-
sity hosted a reception to 
celebrate the opening of the 
“Carey 250 Exhibition” on 
Thursday, Oct. 6, in the Lu-
cile Parker Gallery. The ex-
hibit is just one of the many 
events WCU is hosting to 
celebrate the 250th anniver-
sary of the birth of the Uni-
versity’s namesake, William 
Carey.
    The show features art-
work inspired by the life 
and career of William Carey, 
the “father of modern mis-
sions.” There are 125 piec-
es in the exhibit, created in 
various media. The artwork 
will be on display until Nov. 
18 and is open to the public 
with free admission.
     “The exhibit included 
work from Carey teachers, 
students, and alumni, as well 
as pieces submitted by artists 
from all over the state,” said 
Tracy Williams,  chair of the 
art department and exhibit 
coordinator. “My favorite 

part about the show was the 
variety … there was a mix 
of paintings, photography, 
woodcarvings, three-dimen-
sional pieces, and more, so 
there was something for ev-

erybody.”
     Chatham Kemp, curator 
of the Lucile Parker Gallery 
and instructor of art at WCU, 
commented that she also 
loved the variety of work 

in the 
e x h i b i t 
and the 
u n i q u e 
interpre-
t a t i o n s 
featured 
a r t i s t s 
have of 
Wil l iam 
C a r e y ’s 
life.
     “It is interesting to see 
the different ways Carey’s 
life is represented through 
artwork,” said Kemp. “The 
exhibit showed all aspects of 
Carey’s life: as the cobbler, 
as the botanist, the Bible 
translator, and the linguist in 
many different ways.”
     The Lucile Parker Gal-
lery is open to the public 
from 1 until 4 p.m. on Mon-
day through Friday during 
the academic year or by ap-
pointment by calling 601-
318-6528.
    The gallery will be closed 
Oct. 27 until Nov. 4 for uni-
versity holidays.

Photo By MATT GULLY

Gerrie Schon designed this digital banner of William 
Carey’s most famous quote for the Carey 250th Art 
Exhibit, which is currently on display in the Lucile 

Parker Gallery on the Hattiesburg campus.

Thompson back after six months at Disney 
By JoShua WilSoN

Editor-iN-ChiEf

    David Thompson, a soph-
omore majoring in busi-
ness, is back on campus af-
ter spending six months at 
the “place where dreams are 
made.”
    Thompson recently com-
pleted an internship at Dis-
ney World in Orlando, Fla., 
through the park’s “Disney 
College” program, a com-
bination of education and 
work experience through a 
paid internship and college-
level coursework.
     The 18-year-old Lumber-

ton native has been in love 
with Disney since a family 
vacation in 2005. When he 
discovered the internship 
program at a presentation 
sponsored by the University 
of Southern Mississippi, he 
knew he had to participate.
    So, he did.
    Thompson spent the early 
months of 2011 at the park 
working mainly in entrance 
operations at the Typhoon 
Lagoon water parks. In ad-
dition, he worked in guest 
services, ticket sales, and as 
a greeter.
    Of his many responsibili-
ties, Thompson said his fa-

vorite was the greeting part.
     “I loved being a greeter 
because I got to talk to the 
guests,” he said.
     He also enjoyed learning 
about how the park operat-
ed, especially its backstage 
operations.
    “It was all very neat,” said 
Thompson.
    He said the program’s 
motto is “living, learning 
and earning.” He fulfilled 
that motto by experiencing 
life with roommates in an 
apartment setting, learning 
through college-level cours-
es offered by Disney and 
earning pay through work-

ing 32 hours 
a week at the 
park.
     Through it 
all, Thomp-
son said he 
learned so 
much and 
even decided 
that he wanted to work with 
Disney in the future.
     “I would love to work 
for them professionally, and 
maybe even as an intern 
again in upcoming sum-
mers,” he said.
     Staff Writer Thomas Coats 
contributed to this report.

THOMPSON

Carey’s influences, circumstances deserve consideration
aN ESSay By

dr. myroN NooNKEStEr

     In September 2011, 250 
years and one month after 
the birth of William Carey, 
the Carey Center at William 
Carey University purchased 
two volumes for its collec-
tion of rare materials regard-
ing Carey and the Serampore 
Mission. One of the volumes 
was a first edition published 
in London in 1678; the 
other was a later edition of 
the same book published in 

1786. The two editions were 
versions of a book that Wil-
liam Carey read in rural In-
dia in 1795, two years after 
his arrival in Calcutta as a 
missionary of the recently-
founded Baptist Mission-
ary Society. It is likely that 
Carey, for whom poverty 
was as much a watchword 
as “expect” and “attempt,” 
read the later and probably 
cheaper edition of 1786. The 
book that Carey read was by 
John Flavell and was entitled 
Divine Conduct, or, the Mys-
terie of Providence. Flavell 
was a Presbyterian minister 
who lost his livelihood when 
he was ejected from his pas-
torate in Dartmouth, Eng-
land, a town in southwest-
ern England not far from the 

more famous Plymouth.  
     Flavell’s book concerned 
Providence, the intervention 
of God in the course of hu-
man events. An unfortunate 
soul, Flavell had suffered re-
ligious persecution that tore 
from him much of his prop-
erty and brought him to the 
brink of jail. Nearly a century 
before Carey was born, Fla-
vell led religious meetings at 
night to escape detection by 
authorities determined to en-
force laws against dissenters 
from the established Church 
of England. Carey too had 
suffered ostracism by family 
and friends for his religious 
pilgrimage that propelled 
him from being born the son 
of the Anglican parish clerk 
in 1761 to becoming, on the 

royally-appointed Anglican 
Fast Day of Feb. 10, 1779, 
at the age of seventeen, an 
outcast amongst poor dis-
senters. It was a self-inflict-
ed wound and one that he 
nursed all his life.
     Carey read Flavell’s book 
at what was arguably the low 
point in his career. In answer 
to what Carey believed to 
be divine commandment, he 
had proclaimed the coming 
of the Kingdom of God in 
India and was now exiled to 
a rural area where he com-
plained of the lack of Chris-
tian society and the disinter-
est of his family.

See ESSAY
Page Eight
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from Staff rEportS

    
   The William Carey Uni-
versity Theatre presented 
the drama “The Diviners” 
by Jim Leonard Jr. from Oct. 
6-8 and Oct. 13-15 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Joe and Virginia 
Tatum Theatre in Hatties-
burg.
     Set in the fictional town of 
Zion, Ind., during the Great 
Depression, the play tells 
the story of Buddy (Jason 
Piglia of Picayune), a young 
boy who suffers from men-
tal deficiencies after having 
almost drowned as a baby 
in the same accident that 
claimed his mother’s life. 
Buddy has an unusual tal-
ent for finding water, even 
though water terrifies him, 
and proves it by finding wa-
ter for a farmer named Ba-
sil (Chris Permenter of Oak 
Grove) and his doubting 
wife Luella (Sarah Fox of 

Poplarville).
     Two other farm hands, 
Dewey (Cameron Moesta of  
Carriere) and Melvin (David 
Reagan of Hattiesburg), ex-
perience Buddy’s power too.
    C.C. Showers (Zach Lan-
caster of Picayune) then ar-
rives in town and Buddy, 
with his older sister Jen-
nie Mae (Abby Sewell of 
Walls), befriends him. Fer-
ris Laymen (Ben Salters of 
Vancleave), Buddy’s father, 
lets him stay in their barn 
and work for him after learn-
ing that he is a preacher. Al-
though Showers claims he 
has given up on preaching, 
the townspeople believe that 
it is a sign from God, espe-
cially Norma (Brandy Cra-
mer of Gulfport), who thinks 
he will cure Buddy’s fear of 
water. Goldie (Jana Bark-
ley of Picayune), the owner 
of the Dine Away Café, and 
Darlene (Kayla Weaver of 

Lucedale), Norma’s niece 
who is in love with Dewey, 
are also important charac-
ters in this emotional tale of 
a town’s disillusionment and 
hope.
    Tim Matheny, chair of the 
theatre and communication 
department, was director of 
this student-designed play. 
Dewey Douglas, KCACTF 
regional design faculty hon-
oree, also mentored the stu-
dent actors. The scenic de-
signer was Zach Lancaster. 
Jason Piglia served as the 
lighting designer, Cameron 
Moesta as sound designer, 
and Abby Sewell was the 
costume designer. Stephanie 
Keller of Picayune served as 
the makeup and hair design-
er, and Catherine Kennedy 
of Meridian was stage man-
ager. The light board opera-
tor was Sydney Dedeaux of 
Pass Christian and the sound 
board operator was Dwight 

Kendall of Mobile, Ala. 
House manager was Eliza-
beth Tate of Gulfport.

ESSAY (continued from page three)
It seemed at the time that he 
had failed, so Flavell’s book 
likely comforted him with 
the realization that God had 
been in charge of his life 
from the time of his con-
ception (a point explicitly 
made by Flavell) and was in 
charge still. When linked to 
other theological/devotional 
works that Carey read such 
as Robert Hall’s 1781 book 
Help to Zion’s Travellers, 
Flavell’s work reveals Carey 
as a man who was influenced 

to his very soul by books.  It 
also indicates that he was 
a man of ideas, however 
quirky or unpopular (even 
amongst the faithful), and 
a man who struggled with 
himself to contain and use 
the slow fire of conscience 
that burned within him.
     Acquisition of the two Fla-
vell volumes complements 
campus celebrations of Car-
ey’s 250th birthday. They 
divert attention momentarily 
away from a colorful art ex-
hibit and an elaborate, tasty 

birthday cake to remind us 
that attempts to write an 
enduring biography of Wil-
liam Carey are still in their 
formative stages. The reason 
for the delay of a quarter-
millennium in understand-
ing Carey owes much to the 
problem of historical con-
text. Previous biographers 
have isolated Carey by treat-
ing him as a subject for hero-
worship. They have failed to 
take into account the welter 
of people and circumstances 
that enriched and compli-

cated Carey’s life – among 
them an obscure Dartmouth 
pastor named John Flavell. 
That the role played by Fla-
vell and those like him in 
Carey’s life has not been 
recognized is a shame, but 
it is a shame that can be re-
dressed before Carey turns 
300. And that prospect pro-
vides reason for extended 
celebration.
    Dr. Myron Noonkester is 
Carey Center co-director 
and dean of the Noonkester 
School of Arts and Letters.

‘Diviners’ cast offers divine performance

YEARS (continued from page five)
to their own ideas about how 
church should be done.
    The KJB arose out of all 
these translations, the fore-
most translation being Tyn-
dale’s. Tyndale, though ex-
ecuted in 1536, exercised 
enormous influence in the 
following years through his 
translations. His translation 
influenced the text of the 
KJB in numerous ways.
    In honor of the 400-year 
anniversary of the printing 

of the KJB, an exhibit called 
Manifold Greatness: The 
Creation and Afterlife of the 
King James Bible is travel-
ing all over the globe. Carey 
will be one of 40 sites in the 
U.S. that will be a host. We 
will be partnering with local 
libraries.
    It will be at Carey from 
Jan. 19 to Feb. 16. So, stu-
dents, let’s get involved on 
campus and show our sup-
port for this opportunity!

News briefs
• “Consequences of Affection,” an exhibit by contempo-
rary artist Greg Cartmell, will be on display until Nov. 18 
in the Sarah Gillespie Museum of Art on the Hattiesburg 
campus.

• Associate Professor of English Dr. Lorie Watkins Ful-
ton has been named as the 2011 Mississippi Humanities 
Teacher of the Year for WCU. She was selected by the 
Mississippi Humanities Council, who chooses one facul-
ty member at each higher learning institution in the state. 
She presented a speech entitled, “Writing in the ‘Crooked 
Letter’ State: A History of Mississippi’s Literature,” to a 
large crowd on Oct. 19 in the Lucile Parker Gallery. In 
addition, Dr. Fulton is currently under contract with the 
University of Mississippi Press to produce a literary his-
tory of Mississippi for their Heritage Series.

• There will be a parade honoring Carey friend Col. 
George Robert Hall and World War II/Korean-era veter-
ans in downtown Hattiesburg on Nov. 11 (Veterans Day) 
beginning at 9 a.m. At 10 a.m., the annual Veterans Day 
program will be held, and at 2 p.m., a book signing for 
Col. Hall’s book will take place at Main Street Books. 
Call 601-520-1041 or 601-261-0898 for information.

• Faculty, staff and students from the Tradition campus 
in Biloxi participated in the American Heart Associa-
tion’s 2011 Gulf Coast Heart Walk in Gulfport on Satur-
day, Oct. 3. WCU’s Tradition campus goal was to raise 
$2,500; participants not only reached, but also surpassed 
that goal, raising a total of $3,000 through various ac-
tivities including a bake sale and friendly competition 
between office staff and students.

• Tri-Break is Nov. 1-6. The winter term will begin on 
Nov. 7. 

PLANS (continued from page one)
The school’s recent acquisi-
tion of 15 acres near school 
property allows space for a 
new gym and more intramu-
rals.
     Housing was another is-
sue. Dr. King mentioned 
plans to build dormitories as 
the need arises along with 
the purchase and renova-
tion of apartments to give 
students the option of living 
off-campus but still close by.
    Another project presented 
was the construction of a pa-
vilion-style building in front 
of the Ye Old Cobbler Shop 
Hackleton to house events 

currently in the Student 
Conference Center. This 
project’s completion would 
allow the cafeteria to double 
its dining space in the area 
currently occupied by the 
SCC.
     Dr. King stressed that the 
plans are tentative and sub-
ject to funding. He stated 
that obstacles do exist in ac-
quiring new land and suffi-
cient funds.
    “Even so, we keep our 
dreams, whether they seem 
realistic or not,” he said.
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Col. Hall’s book will take place at Main Street Books. 
Call 601-520-1041 or 601-261-0898 for information.

• Faculty, staff and students from the Tradition campus 
in Biloxi participated in the American Heart Associa-
tion’s 2011 Gulf Coast Heart Walk in Gulfport on Satur-
day, Oct. 3. WCU’s Tradition campus goal was to raise 
$2,500; participants not only reached, but also surpassed 
that goal, raising a total of $3,000 through various ac-
tivities including a bake sale and friendly competition 
between office staff and students.

• Tri-Break is Nov. 1-6. The winter term will begin on 
Nov. 7. 

PLANS (continued from page one)
The school’s recent acquisi-
tion of 15 acres near school 
property allows space for a 
new gym and more intramu-
rals.
     Housing was another is-
sue. Dr. King mentioned 
plans to build dormitories as 
the need arises along with 
the purchase and renova-
tion of apartments to give 
students the option of living 
off-campus but still close by.
    Another project presented 
was the construction of a pa-
vilion-style building in front 
of the Ye Old Cobbler Shop 
Hackleton to house events 

currently in the Student 
Conference Center. This 
project’s completion would 
allow the cafeteria to double 
its dining space in the area 
currently occupied by the 
SCC.
     Dr. King stressed that the 
plans are tentative and sub-
ject to funding. He stated 
that obstacles do exist in ac-
quiring new land and suffi-
cient funds.
    “Even so, we keep our 
dreams, whether they seem 
realistic or not,” he said.




