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PREFACE.
B

v is no inconsiderable recommendation of this book,
that the Narratives which it presents are matters of fact,
and wholly destituté of fietion. The five native Converts
of whom its statements are made, were known to the
Missionaries at Serampore ; and the circumstances of their
extraordinary conversion to Christianity and their conduet
in after life, are well-attested on the most credible testi-
mony. Their memoirs were compiled and published at
the Serampore Mission Press, under the eye of the Rev,
WitLian Warp, the gentleman who in 1820, visited our
United States, and who wus welcomed amongst us by all
denominations of Christinns. The whole is from Tracts
published at the Mission Station,

The Hemarks on the Success of the Mission in India,
and the brief account of the Hindoo Schools for native
children, are taken from Mr. Ward's Letters, and will be
esteomed doeuments of much interest, as showing the
value of moral instruction to the dark minds of degraded
and idolatrous Leathen,

The hook is a valuable possession for our Children and
Youth ; for whilst it most clearly demonstrates the benefit
of Missions to the whole world, it teaches them that the
fittle contributions, which they voluntarily offer in their
Sunday School, may be the memnns of producing the
present happiness and the eternal salvation of many im-
mortal souls,
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KRISHNA PRISADA,
Whe died at Berhampore, the 24th of July, 1806,

Aged about Twenty Years.

s el g

KRISHNA PRISADA, a converted Brah-
wun, who was baptized at Serampore, on the
22d of January, 1803, and was chosen a dea-
con of the Serampore church on the 27th of i
January, 1806, was bom at Bhalooka, a village.
near Nuvudweepa. :

Respecting this brother, the brethren of the
Mission cannot doubt of his final safety, and of ]
his now standing before the throne of the Lamb,
when they consider the following circumstances: {

His decided trust in Christ, and uniform
Christian walk. Trained up in the idea of
procuring heaven by his own works, he was a
striking proof of the reality of that change which |




‘gods were said to have done that would be off

R

the gospel produces on all who heartily believy
it. Though his evangelical views were mopy
obscure at the beginning of his course, yet fup,
ther discoveries of his depravity, added to fam,
ily and bodily afflictions, brought him to a def
cided and childlike dependence on our Saviouy,
When once with Mr, Ward at Seetarama’s jpf
Jossore, he read to an inquirer some verses of g
Christian tract in Bengalee : when he got to g
description of Christ’s sufferings, the tears ray
down his face plentifully ; and for some timg
he could not proceed for grief. He had a clegy
conviction of the evil of all he was, and all hef
did, and from hence he was established in this
fact, that the work of Christ alone suited hig
fallen and ruined condition. He saw plainfg}
that there was nothing in all that the Hindoof

52 KRISHNA PRISADA,

use in the salvation of souls. ¢Be it so,” he}
would say, ¢ that Rama did this, and Krishng}
that, and Doorga the other, Supposing all thigf -
to be true, that Rama fought for and obtaine
his wife ; that Krishna killed king Kungsha an(
got his throne ; that Doorga killed a number off
usooras ; what good do these things do you o




THE BRAHMUN. 53

me? T, who am a sinner, find nothing here by
which my sins will go away, and I get to heaven ;
but Christ bore our sins, their guilt and punish-
ment, and hence HE is the Saviour, for his
work was for ws, and for our salvation. He
came for no other purpose—not like Rama for
a wife——not like Krishna for a Kingdom 3 not
like Doorga to kill usooras and drink their
blood, but to seek and save that which was lost,
and to become the ransom for sinners.’ Lo this
way our brother showed his own decided pref-
erence of Christ, and exhibited the work of
Christ in opposition to the Hindoo gods.

Not only by his words did he confess Christ
before the brahmuns, and in the very teeth of
those who hated him for Christ’s sake, but his
Christian walk confirmed his testimony, that his
Christian profession was genuine. He posses-
sed tenderness of conscience, amongst a people
who make sin their play-thing, and amongst
whom this sentiment is universal, that sin is the
play of the gods. He regarded truth amongst
a nation of liars, whose very gods were liars,
and whose shastrus, in certain cases, declare

the mnocence of lying. He was a man of in-
.
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tegrity, amongst a nation who value themselvay

on their dexterity in the arts of deception ang

fraud.  Divine grace thus changed his nature

and his habits, and enabled him to make heaq

against sin, which runs through the plains of

Bengal like a mighty torrent, carrying all beforg

it into the vortex of hell. Tt was time that God |
should work in some such way, and bring forth

a seed to serve him out of the very heart of

the idolaters; for idolatry, by its toleration of

sin, by its easy ways of removing it, and by its

public spectacles, has drawn the world after ity
hence the Hindoos worship their Ramus and

Krishnus, the Mussulmans their peers (saints) 3

the native Catholics their crucifixes and Virgin

Marys, and in the houses of Europeans thejp

Hindoost’hanee mistresses carry on idolatroug

worship.

The Mussulmans present offerings to these
peers, and perform religious ceremonies to them
as the Hindoos to their gods. The Portuguese
Catholics find complete substitutes for their
former idols in the images of the virgin, &e,
On Palm-Sunday they present flowers and buds
of the date tree to the crucifix, before which
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these things are laid for a time, and the priest
distributes the branches of this tree as holy
| things among the people who go to church.
At the same time he gives them water in which
the crucifix has been bathed. They take these
home, and preserve or use them as sacred
fhings, in the same way that the Hindoos carry
home flowers, {ruits, &e. that have been offered
to their gods. The catholic priest marks the
foreheads of the people with the ashes of the
date trees 'The Hindoos mark their foreheads
with the dirt of the Ganges. The Catholics visit
the shrines of saints. The Hindoos have their
ilo]y places. The Catholics have their holy
water. ‘The Hindoos sprinkle themselves with
' the waters of the Ganges, The Catholics pray
to the saints, as persons placed betwixt God
and them. This is the Hindoo idea of the gods.
The Hindoo respects the name of his god,
counting the seeds in his mala ; the Catholic
repeats the name of the virgin, counting with
his.bead-roll. The lower orders regard St.
John as a god or saint who presides over fire,
and let off fire-works to his honour.

Another feature in the Christian character of
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this convert was, his decided rejection of all thag
2s connected with idolatry, and strict adherence

2o ¢ hristianity as a system of fuith and practice,

Krishna Prisada was never known to.lean to
idolatry in any one instance. He did not give
up the domestic manners and innocent customs
of-the Hindoos. He was no advocate for make
g the converts Englishmen, for he knew thag
this would be a fatal impediment to the récep-
tion of the gospel ; as the very dress of the En-

glish is offensive to the Hindoos. Though in

these things, however, he was a Hmdoo, yet

hie was never known to have the least desue o
give either the forms or the doctrines of the
gospel an idolatrous complexion. Though it

was impossible for the Missionaries always to
be with him, yet, from the knowledge they had
of the state of his mind, they firmly believe,

that at the time of bathing he never performed

any ceremony concerned with idolatry ; and
that when he saw an image, he never.bowed to
it.. Mr. Ward has heard him declare, . that the
repeating of the gytree* never came into his

" A seeret incantation that takes away all sin.




jind from the time of his coming (o Serampore,
He gave a copy of this infinitely more than
free-mason’s gecret to the Missionaries, as an E
old rag. He renounced his poitat of his own
accord, and all the honours attending the wear-
ing it. He not only abstained from all the
idolatrous shows and night-poojas, dances and
songs, himself, but was the means of restraining
others. He once said to Mr. Ward, “Till I
got the pamphlets, I did not know that the gods
had been guilty of such abominations: I had
merely heard that there was such and such
gods, and that to worship them was the certain r
means of salvation. Thousands and thousands
are still in my case, carried down the stream
without knowing where it is carrying them.”

Krishna Prisada was also enabled to appre-
ciate the value of the Christian system. He
admired its doctrines, The doctrine of the fall,
of the Divinity of Christ, of his incarnation, suf-
ferings and death, and of our complete salvation
on the reception of Christ, through the sancti-
fying influences of the Holy Spirit—these doc-

t A thread thrown over the shoulder, the distinguishing
hadge of the higher casts.

o
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trines were cordially received by him as the |
foundation principles of the gospel. He wasg 5

conscientious observer of the times of preach.

ing, prayer and praise, Mr. Ward caught him
and two other Christian families, whose houseg }
joined each other, more than once, at morning -
family worship, when no one expected that hg -
would call ; and this brother has heard Prisady
lament his being sometimes obliged to atténg
to business early, as it interfered with family
worship. In his attendance at the Lord’s table
he used to show the greatest reverence for this:
solemn ordinance. The missionaries endeavoyy
to avoid laying an improper stression the Lord’s
supper ; but they have found it difficult to raise;;'*_
the devotional feelings of some of the native |
members to a proper pitch on these occasions,:
Little familiarized to a spiritual life, and to the |
drawing of spiritual doctrines from the elementg |
of food, like the Corinthians, all converts re~ |
cently turned from heathenism are, perhaps, in

danger of underrating the importance and so-
lemnity of the Lord’s supper. After the real

design of the ordinance, and the many spiritual

benefits to be derived from a devout attendance




THE BRAHBMUN: 50

apon it, had been explained to this convert, he
aenerally sat in his place with his eyes closed,
alld abstracted from all around him, apl}eared
to be meditating on a crucified Redeemer,
Another feature in the Christian character of
Krishna Prisada was his diligent perusal of the
Holy Scriptures, so far as they were printed.
gome time before his death he told Mr. Ward
that he had read the New Testament over twice
from beginning to end. The last time he went
' with this brother into Jossore, he was reading
the Psalms and Proverbs, and expressed, at the
time he was reading the Proverbs, how much
" Jie was pleased with the moral lessons of Solo-
mon. IHe had also read a good part of the
Pentatouch through. He was not a careless
reader of the word of God. He made obser-
vations as he read, and kept by him a small
book for the purpose of inserting such passages
as struck his mind, particularly such as express-
ly related to the expiatory work of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and such as might become useful
in holding conversations with his fellow-country-
men. Mr. Ward showed him a collection which
he had made of passages on the great doctrines
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and duties of Christianity. Prisada urged itg
being printed, and said it would be very usefy],
He would say, showing the Bengalee Testa.
ment to one of his countrymen, « Brother, herg

is nothing in this book but what ig profitable,

It is not like the Hindoo shastrus, full of lewd

stories. It gives wisdom, and mends the
heart,”

Other features in the Christian character of

this deceased brother were—#is concern Jor the
purity of the church of which he was a member, |

and his earnest desire for the universal spread

of the gospel. A person not having had the

pastoral direction of a church in Europe is bug
an incompetent judge of the difficulties which
the pastors of such churches have o encounter,
If all the members of our English churches hag
been like Krishna Prisada, many poor minister’s
hearts had not been broken, He was always
an advocate for maintaining a proper discipline,
even when some of the native members were
ready to revolt, on account of what they sup-
posed to be severity. Unaccustomed fo any.
effectual control, many converts from heathen-
ism can scarcely bear it from foreigners, whom




they are soon ready to suspect, and of whose
motives they are frequently, very incompetent
judges.  Some. of the Periodical Accounts of
the Moravian. missionaries contain one or two
jpstances in which their converts revolted from
jhem, on account of the seripture diseipline
which they maintained. Krishna Prisada was
Y enabled to perceive that upon the purity of a
':-Ghristian church depended the Divine Pres-
|ence, its energy,-and its prosperity. He was
| yery anxious that the members of the Baptist
| church at Serampore should be very different
people. from the native Catholics in different
parts of India.
| He was also very anwious for the spread of
the gospel among his benighted countrymen.
| In one of his journies with My. Ward, he said,
he should rejoice when he had cleared off the
debt he had incurred in building his house, for
[ after that he would devote himself wholly to
the work of God. He'laboured day and night
in getting acquainted with the scriptures, with
the proper method of composing discourses, &ec.
He got an old box, put a shelf in it, and began
1o collect a library. He got those parts of the

THE BRAHMUN. 61 i
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Seriptures which were printed, and had thery

bound in a better style to put in his hook-cage, -
When he accompanied Mr. Ward to Dinage,

pore, he bore a constant testimony to the trugh
of the gospel. His discourses often moveq
that brother, though every idea he gave wyg
familiar, and frequently the attention of the
crowd of native hearers under the banyan’

shade was fixed and solemn. He made ng |
scruple in avowing that he was a Christian, thyy
he had renounced his poita, his cast, his gytree,

and his spiritual guide, for Chuvist, and that he
counted all things but loss, to win Chist, and
be found in him. He offered also the Imosy

solid and satisfactory reasons for this change of
sentiment and, conduct, At the close of ong

of these meetings under the tree, Mr. Warg |
recollected what they had sung on board the |
Criterion, and could not but rejoice that God
had so literally accomplished the desire exs
pressed in this hymn :

Bid Brahmuns preach the heavonly word
Beneath the banyan’s shade, &c.

When this liymn was singing on board the
Criterion, that the meanest shaodra would be
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juduced to lose cast for the gospel, was denied
| py almost all the English in the East, and by
pundreds of very orthodox ministers and private
Christians in England. Yet in five years from
that time, an Englishman, a converted youth,
the son of Mr. Fernandez, a converted brah-
" mun, and a converted kaist’ha, were scen
Preaching in Bengalee, under the shade of thig
[ gacred tree, and in the villages by the sides of
the Ganges from Serampore to Dinagepore, a

distance of more than 300 miles.

Another feature in the Christian character of
Krishna Prisada was ks desire for the salvation
of his relations. He had a relation, a man of
property, at Calcutta, at whose house he lived
before his conversion. This man was not very
jnimical to the gospel, but his fears about cast
| were great. Krishna Prisada wrote to him
again and again, in the most respectful and ten-
der manner, assuring him that he was happy in
his choice of Christ, and recommended the
guspel to his reception. He wrote also to his
relations at home on the same subject. He was
anxious to get one of his brothers into the
Brethren’s printing-oftice, that he might be un-
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der the word; but this young man had tog
much fear about his cast, to come so near the
absorbent powers of the gospel.

This deceased convert not only thus tdorngg
the gospel by a holy life, but by /s Patieng,
and fortitude under a wery long and 1rying.
affliction, In the year 1803 he accompanieg
Mr. John Fernandez and Mr. Ward to Dinage‘.
pore. He there eaught a fever which laid hing
aside for some time, and which afterwards S6te
tled into the spleen, a very common disease i
Bengal. In this state he long lingered, ang
took many medicines, but nothing could remoye
his disease. For some ftime he lived at tha
Mission-house, in order that he might have g,
tendance while taking his medicines. Whep
there, his wife became familiar with a rich Bep, |
galee, and for two or three days lived in a crim.
inal intercourse at this man’s house. Thig,
added to Krishna Prisada’s long continued hog.
ily afllictions, was a severe trial. He, howavgr,
never murmured against God.

He was sometimes too peevish with thogs
about him, but he appeared to be happily kept
from murmuring against God. Very often the
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Hindoo idolaters, in times of affliction, break
out into angry expressions against their gods,
telling them that they have made so many of-
ferings to them, and yet they have suffered such
afflictions to enter into their families. Some
have carried their murmurs so far as to curse
their gods, and others have taken their images
down, abused them, kicked them out of doors,
and destroyed them. Yet Krishna Prisada was
never known to utter the least murmur against
God, though his afilictions were so severe and
Jong continued. From several conversations
which Mr. Ward had with him during the latter
stages of his affliction, a happy submission to
the will of God, founded upon a sense of his
own deserts, and upon a knowledge of the glo-'
rious character of God, seemed to prevail in his
mind. ;
It is common with the Hindoos, and perhaps
with all other heathens, to estimate the value of
every thing new by the outward happiness
which immediately succeeds the embracing it.
Hence if a person were to fall sick on the day
of his baptism, they would consider it as an
irrefragable proof that baptism was a bad thing.
G
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»

It is very probable that some of the idolatey
would conclude that Prisada’s lying so long af.
flicted was a proof that it was a punishment foy
his having renounced the gods, his gooroo, &g,
But Krishna Prisada himself was nover over-
come in this way, though he was the sufferer,
He never thought better of the gods nor worse
of Christianity on account of his suffering so
much after he had embraced the gospel.

Krishna Prisada, in the few last weeks of his
life, manifested a strong and continued reliance
on Christ for salvation. Mr. Ward visited him
one Lord’s day evening, and asked him, ag
usual, respecting his hope in Christ. He said
he had no doubt that Christ could save ; his
only fear was, lest he should not be found in
him ; and while he uttered these last words the
tears rolled down his cheeks very plentifully,
Mr. Ward comforted him as well as he was
able, by holding up to him the certain salvation
of all those who commit their souls into the
hands of Jesus.

Towards the last stages of his affliction,
Krishna Prisada accompanied Mr. Moore and
Dr. Taylor on a missionary journey, under the
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jdea that the river air would do him good ; but
by the time he reached Berhampore his race
was run, and he received the crown of victory.
Respecting this brother’s state of mind after
he left Serampore, the Missionaries have ob-
wained nothing particular.  Dr. Taylor and Mr.
Moore knew the language so imperfectly that
they could not converse much with him. A
Jetter from Dr. Taylor to Mr. Marshman, which
yelates the circumstances of Prisada’s death,
contains all that is known on this subject.

Berhampore, July 24, 1806,
Dear Brother Marshman,
“lt is with the most sincere grief that I
have to inform you of the death of our brothex
 Krishna Prisada. About two days after leaving
Serampore we discovered that he was affected
with dropsical swellings.

“'This morning his difficulty of breathing
continued ; and a diarrh® supervened, an almost
eertain omen of death. Iintended to have giv-
en him some medicine for the diarrhz, but the
eook’s boat (in which Prisada lay) was detain-
ed behind. On coming up to us at Berham-
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pore, at four o’clock in the afternoon, we leary..
ed, that he had died an hour before, without
manifesting any particular symptoms or appre-
hensions of his speedy dissolution, Hzlving ate
a little food he sat up, but soon feeling a pain
in his neck he lay down, shut his eyes, and fell
asleep—we hope in the Lord Jesus.”

Krishna Prisada was buried in the European
burying ground at Berhampore.

Thus tranquilly died in the faith of Christ,
Krishna Prisada, the first brahmun baptized in
Bengal.

When we consider the age of this convert,
(about 21 years) the prejudice and errors to
which he was brought up, and the disadvanta-
ges under which first converts from heathenism
labour, we cannot help glorifying God in him,
He and Pitamvura Singha were distinguished
monuments of Christ’s power to save—to save
to the uttermost.

What cause of joy and wonder in the con-
version of these brethren, from the God dis-
honouring, man-debasing, and soul-polluting sin
of idolatry, and from all the abominations and
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cwvors of the Hindoo system. 'These were
saved from the thraldom of the cast, from abject |
slavery to the higher casts, fiom being partners i
in the abominable idolatries of their country-
men, Prisada was saved from being accessary
. to the murder of the widows of his family, |
among whom the burning of widows was prace !
tised. One of the native brethren had former-
ly his hand in the murder, viz. the burning of
several of bis family. In one instance he set
fire to the pile. Oh! how is Christ to be ad- ‘
mired and glorified in the salvation of such. |
“Is not this a brand plucked from the burning?” |
No doubt Pearce and Booth and Stennett |
and Francis, yea, and all the members of the ‘
universal glorified church (for there, blessed be
God, distinctions are no more--all are one in
Christ Jesus) have hailed their arrival in heav- |
en, and with the angels are admiring the Re-
deemer in them,

May we not imagine that when a fresh arrival
is announced to the innumerable multitude
around the throne, that there is a universal ask-
ing, Who is t}}'at? From whenece is he come ?
‘Then as in this instance one answers—This is

a*
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Krishna Prisada, from Serampore, once a braj,.
mun, oncé an idolater, once employed in the
murder of poor widows, once revelling at mid-
| night amid the abominable orgies of Krishna
) vow he is washed, he is sanctified, and hath
| made his robes white in the blood of the Liamb,
.| therefore he is before the throne.

i It will be an amazing sight when believers of
| all nations shall meet in the Universal Associa-
! tion in heaven,

i How will Christ be admired then—in thig
glorious multitude. At the sight of them how
will the power and grace of Christ at once.
- strike the mind—

{ Europeans of different nations.

Africans of different tribes—the fruit of the
labours of Vanderkemp, the Moravians, &e.
i and others gone to heaven from under the

scourge of the slave dealer.
Americans—some Euro peans, and others, the
.\ fruits of the ministry of Brainerd, &c. from
among the drunken, scalping American Indians.
|IJ South Americans~the hard-earned fruits of
| the labours of our dear Moravian Brethren.
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Last of all, Asiatics, and, among the rest,
pitamyuru Singha and Krishna Prisada.

« After this I beheld, and lo, a great multi~
ude which no man could number, of all nations,
gnd kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood
yefore the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed
gith white robes, and palms in their hands,”—

ﬂﬂmo Viio g.




