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SERMO N, &e.

HesrEWS v. 12, 13, 14

For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have

~ meed that one teach you azain which be the Sirf
principles of the aracles of Gud; and are become
Jich as bhave need of milky-and not of firong meat.
For every ane_that ufeth milk, is unfhilful in the
word of v zg})teoufmﬁ. Jor he is a babe.- But firong
meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even
thofe who by reafen of ufe have their Jenfes exer-
czjed to'difiern both good and cvil.

THERE is nothmg in which the kingdom of
Chn&_audxh,k‘mgdo‘iof Satan are more e op-~

pofed, than that the one is chara&erifeqd by light, and

the other by darkneft, The caufe of falfthood is itfelf
‘a dark caufe, and requires darknefs to cover it: but
truth is light, and cometh to the light, that it may be
made manifeft. Knowledge is cvery where encourag-
ed in the bible; our beft interefts are interwoven vith
it; and the ﬁiirituality of our minds, and the real cn-
joyment of our lives depend upon its increafe, Grace
and peace are multiplied through the knowl-dze o]
Gody and of Fofurs our Lord. Nor is it ncccﬂtr/ or
our own fak=s only, but for the {ake of others. It is
a great encouragement to Chyiftian miniftors, when
thofe whom they teach poflifsa good undeiunding

: hines of £ e Lol b ara
~in the things of God. Tadeed; nons but thels who are
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engaged in the work of teaching can tell hew much
the ardor of the m#hd is damped by the contrary.—
The truth of this remark is exemplified in the writer
of this epiftle. In the verfes immediately preceding
the text, you perceive him highly interefted in his
{ubje@, and proceeding in a glorious career of rea-
foning; when, all ona fudden, he is ftopped. He had
many things to fay of his Lerd and Mafter, but which
were hard to be underflood, feeing thefe to whom he
wrote were Gull of hearing. It is on this occafion
that he introduces the paflage now before us; in which
his object is to fhame and provoke them, by compar-
ing them with thofe who, as to years, were men, but,
as to knowledge, children; and who, inftead of hav-
4ng made advances in {cience, needed to be taught the
alphabet over again. There are fome things fup-
Jpofed and included in the paffage, which require a
~«little previous attention.

Firfi—lt is here fuppefed, that all divine know-
ledge is to be derived from the oracles of God. Itis a
proper term by which the facred feriptures are here
denominated, ftrongl y expreflive of their divine infpir-
ation and infallibility: in them God fpeaks; and to
them it beeomes us to hearken. We may learn other
things from other quarters; and things too that ma
fubferve the knowledge of God; but the knowledge
of God itlelf muft here be fought, for here only it can

be found.

Much has been faid on faith and reafon, and the
‘queftion has oficn been agitated, whether the one, in
any inftance, can be contrary to the other? In the fo-
lution of this qucftion, itis neceffary, in the firft place,
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1o ‘determine what is ' meant by reafon.  Thereisa
great difference between reafon #hd reafining. No-
thing which God reveals can contradi&t the former;
but this is more than can be faid of the latter. Itis
impoffible for God to reveal any thing repugnant to
what is fit and right; but that which is fit and right
.in one man’s eftimation, is prepofterous and abfurd
in the efteem of another; which clearly proves, that
reafon, as itexifts in depraved creatures, is not a pro-
per ftandard of truth; and hence arifes the neceflity
-of another and a better ftandard, tke oracles of God.
By ftudying thefe, a good man will gain more under-
ftanding than his teachers if they live in the neglect
of them. ’ '
Secondly—It is fuppofed, that the oracles of God
include a fyftem of divine truth. They contain the
firf? principles, or rudiments, of religion, the fimple
“truths of the gofpel, which require hittle or no-inves-
tigation or order to their being underftood: thefe are
called milk. They alfo contain the deep things of God,
.things beyond the reach-of a flight and curfory obfer-
vation; and which require, if we would properly en~
ter into them, clofe and repeated attention: this is
firong meat. Thofe doGrines which the apoftle enu~
merates in the following chapter, as things which he
thould leave and go onm umto perfeciion, have been
thought to refer to the leading principles of Judaifm:
and it may be o, for Judaifin itklf contained the firft
principles of Chriftianity: it was introduétory to it;.
or, as it is elfewhere exprefied, it was our fchosl-maf-
" ter to bring us to Chriff.
Thirdly—It is intimated that Chriftians theuld not:
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-reft fatisfied in having attained toa knowledge of the
firft principles of &2 doctrine of Chrift, but fhould
g0 on unto perfection; not only fo-as to obtain fatis-
faltion for themfelves, but that they may be ablz to
teach others. 1t is true, all are not t3 be teachers ly
¢ffice; but in one form or other, all fhould afpire to
communicate the knowledze of Chrift. Every Chris-
“tian is required to be ready to give a reafon of the
-hope that is in. him with meekne(s and fear: and if
all the members of our churches did but pol=fs this
-readinefs, befides the advantages that would accrue
-to themfelves and others, there would be lefs fcarcity
than there is of able and evangelical minifters. .
The leading fentimeat which runs throu zh the pase
fage,-and comprifés the whole, is, THE 1MPORTANCE"
OF A DEEP AND INTIMATE KNOWLEDGE OF DI-
VINE TRUTH. To this fubjsc, brethren, permitme
“toex teention—In difsoutfing tipon it, I fhail-
firft enquire wherein it conlifts, and then endeavor to-
-fhew the importance of it.
L Let usenquire,what a decp and intimate bnow-
“of divine truth includes.. ) »
That the oraclzs of God contzin deep things, re-
‘quires but little proof, The charalter of God; our
own depravity; and that great myftery of godlinefs,
God manifeft in ths flzth, &c. are deep and intereft-
ing fubjedts. The prophets had to fiarch into the
meaning of their own prophecies. 1 Peter i, .10.—
"The riches of Chrift, with vrhich the apofiles were
intrufted, were denominated unfearchable, Eph. iii. 8.
and even the higheft orders of created intelligences
ar: defcribed as Jokin J inte thife thingz: for their far-
ther improvement. 1 Pet. i, 12., ,
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It may feem prefuming for any perfon, in the pre-
fent imperfect flate, to determine @n fubjes of fuch
magnitude; or to talk of a deep and intimate know-
ledge of things which furpafs the comprekenfion of
the moft exalted creatures. And if thefe terms were
ufed cither abfolutely, to exprefs the real conformity of -
our ideas of divine things to the full extent of the
things themfclves; oreven comparatively,if the com-
parifon refpected faints on earth and faints in heaven,

" it would be prefumption. But it is only in reference

to one another in the prefent ftate, that thefe terms
are intended to apply. Compared with the heavenly
inhabitants all of us are babes: even an infpired apof-
tle was no more. When I was a child, fzid he, 1
Jpake as a child, I underfbood as a child, 1 thought
as a child: but when I became a man, 1 put away
ehildifp things. For now we fee'through a glafs dark-
lys but then face to face: now I know in part, but
then fpall 1 know even as alfo I am known. 1 Cor.
xiil. 11, 12. There are fuch degrees however a-
mongft good men in this life, as that, compared with
each other, fome may be faid to poflefs only a fuper-
ficia] knowledge of divine truth, and others a more
deep and intimate acquaintance with it.

Itis the importance of the latter of thefe that I with
to have imprefled upon our minds. To attain it, the
following, amongft other things, require our attention.

1. Though we muft not flop at fir} principles yet
2ve rruft be well grounded in them. .

No perfon can drink deeply into any fcience with-

-out being well acquainted with its rudiments: thefe
.are the foundation on which the whole ftruture refts,
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The firft principles of the oracles of God, as fpeci-
fied by our apoftle, are repentance from dead works,
Sfaith towards God, the doétrine of baptifms, and the
laying on of hands, the refurreition of the dead, and
eternal judgment. Whatever may be meant by fome
of thefe terms, whether they refer to things peculiar
to Judaifm, or to the early times of Chriftianity; it
is clear from feripture, and the nature of things, that
~ others of them are expreflive of principles, which, in
every age, are of the firft importance. Though the
apoftle fpeaks of Jeaving them, yet he does not mean
that we {hould give them up, or treat them with in-
difference, but go on unta perfestion; as a builder
leaves his foundatien when he raifes his walls, and
advances towards the completion of his building.

Repentance was the firft leflon inculcated by John
the baptift, and Chrift, and his apoftles; and that not
merely on profligate finners, but on fcribes and pha- .
rifees.  All that they had hitherto learned, required,
as itwere, to be'unlearned; and all that they had done,
to be undone, and utterly relinquifhed.

The knowledge which carnal men acquire of di~
vine things, puffs them up: and while they think
they underftand great things, they know nothing a$
they ought to know it. All the works too which
have been wrought during a ftate of unregeneracy
are dead works: and, inftead of being in any degree
pleafing to God, require to be lamented with fhame
and felf-abhorrence. Repentance is a kind of felfe
emptying werk: it includes a renunciation, net on-
ly of thofe things for which our own confciences at
the time condemned us, but of what we have been
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in’the habit of reckoning wiflom and righteoufnz{s.

Hence the propriety of the order in which the ferip-
tures place it with regard to faith, Repent and be-

Lieve the gofpei. Mark i, 15, Allsii. 38, xx. 21

2 Tim. ii. 25. Renounce your own ways, and eni-

brace his:  He that will be wifey muft fiifi becoine a

ool that he may be wife. -

Faith towards Ged, or believing views of the be-
ing and glory of the divine charater, are reckoncd
alfo amongit the firft principles of the docirinss of
Chrift. - If 'we have juft ideas of this very importaut
fubjed, we have the key to the whole fyftem of gof-
pzl truth. . He who beholds the glory of the diviae
holinefs, willy in that glafs, perceive his own pollutcd
-and perifhing cenditions and, when properly imprefs-
¢ with a fenfe of thele thingsy he will naturally &=
brace the doftrine of & Saviour, yea, and of a gre.t
ones Salvationy by-mere graes, -through the atonic-
ment of Jefus, will appear the very objeé’c of his foul’s
defire. - And, with thafg principles in his heart, other
{eripture doctrings- will appear true, interefting, and
harmonious. - There are but few erroncous fentiments
-in the Chriftian world, swhich may not be tracced toa
Apirit of felf-admiration, witich is the oppofite of re-
pentance, or to fale conceptionsof thedivine chara&er,

To thefe the apoille adds, the refurreciion of the
deady and eternal judgment; or the do&trine-of a fu-
ture ftate of rewards and punithments, of endlcfs du-
" ratien. - Thefe are principlesy which though they oc-
eupy almoft -an ultimate place- in-the facred {yftem,
yet, .as every other im;X)rtan; truts refpetling man -

2.
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proceeds upon the fuppofition of their truth, they
may properly enough be reckoned among the firfk
principles of the oracles of God.  If thefe principles
were given up to the infidel, the fpirit of whof: creed
amounts to this, Lot useat and drink, for to-morrow
we die; or if the latter of them were given up to the.
univerfalift, who, though he admits of a judgment to.
Coma, yet not of an, eternal one; we thould foon find.
the whole fabric of truth fallen to the ground..

2. We muff not contons ourfelves with knowing
what is truth, buz muft be acquainted with the ¢vi-
dence on which. ir refts.

Chriftians are required to be always ready to give
a reafon for the hope thatis in them, with meeknefs
and fear: and this fuppofes not only that every part
of religion adinits of a rational defence, but that it is
neceflary for Chriftians to ftudy, that they may bz able
to.defend it; or at leaft, to feel the ground oa which-
they. reft their hope..

"The truths contained in the oracles of God, may
be diftinguithed into.two kinds:. thefe which approve-
themfelves to our ideas-of wifdorm or fitnefs ;- and thofe
‘which utterly furpafs our underftanding, but which
Tequire to. be believed as matters of pure revelation..
"I'he former chiefly refpet. the counfels and works of
God, which are exhibited to qur underftanding, that
Geod in-them may be made manifeft: the latter more
~commonly refpiect. the being and inconceivable glories.
of the Godhead, the reality of which we are concern-. -
ed to know; but on:their mode.or manner are forbid-.
den to gaze.

Itiis exceedingly defirable to race the wifdom and:
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harmony of evangelical truth: it is a fource of enjoy-
ment {uperior, perhaps, to any thing with which we
are acquainted.  All the works of God are honsrabie
and glorious, and fought out by all them that hays
pleafure thereiny but redemption is bis grear work,,
wherein appears glory to himfelf in the highef?, and on
earth peace, and good will to men: here, therefore,
muit needs be the higheft enjoyment... Prior to the
revelation of redemption, the holy angels fhouted for
_Joy over the warks of nature;. but having witnefled.
the incarnation, life, death, returreion, and afcenfion
of Jefus, they defired to look ints other things. No-.
thing tends mare to eftablith the mind, and to intere(t
the heart in any truth, than a perception that it is a-
dapted at once to exprefs the glory of the divine cha-
racter, and to-meet the neceflities of guilty creatures..
The more we think of truth, therefore, in this way,,
the more we thall be rooted and grounded in it.

But what reafon have we to. give for embracing.
thofz doétrines which we confider as above reafon, of
the fitnefs of which we confequently pretend to have
no ideas..  We anfwer, they. are contained in the or-
acles of God. Nothing is more reafonable than to
giveimplicit credit to H1M who cannot lie. On this
ground we believe that there are three who bear ye.
cord in heaven, the Father, the Word; and the Holy.
Ghoft; and that thefe three are ene. If God had re-
vealed nothing but what would have came within the
limits of our underftanding, he muft have told us lie-
tle or nothing about himfelf, and nothing at all of his.
felf-exiftence, eternity, and infinity;. for we have no

politive ideas of any of thefe things. Yet the revela-
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tlon of Tuch truths may be as neczffary as thofe which
.approach nearer to our comprehenfion. The latter
afford food for knotvledge; the former teach us hu-
mility, and furnith matter for faith.

3« We muf learn truthimmediately from the ora=
-cles of God. -

Many religious peoplz appear to be contented with
fecing truth 1n the light in which fome great and good
author has placed it: but if ever we enter into the
gofpel to purpofe, it muft be by reading the word of
God for ourfclves, and by praying and meditating
upon its facred contents. It is in God’s light that we
muft fee light.. By converfing with the facred writ-
ersy; we fhall gradually imbibe their fentiments, and
be infznfibly aflimilated into the fame fpirit.

"The writings of great and good inen are not to be -
defpifed any more than their preaching; only let then
not be treaced as oracular. . 'Fhe beflt of men, in this
imperfect ftate, view things partially; and, therefors, .
are in danger of laying an improper {trefs upon fome
parts of feripture truth to the neglect of other parts,
of equal, and fometimes of fuperior importance. Now
where this is the cafe, imitation becomes dangerous. -
It is rarely known but that an original futfers in the
hands of a copyift: if, therefore, the former be imper- -
fect, what may. be ‘expecled of the latter? We al
. come far fhort of truth and righteoufnefs, let our mo- -
del be ever fo perfect; butif this be imperfe&, we fhail
. poflefs notonly our own faults, but thofe ef another:

If, as miniftérs, we go about to .depitt-either the
.chara&er of a bad man, or of a gecod man, a ftate of
uiregeneracy, or 3 work of grace; and, inftead of -
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drawing from real lifz, only copy from fome aceounts
which we have read or heard, of thefe matters, we
thall neither convince the finner, nor touch the cafe
of the believer: all, to {ay the leaft, will be foreign
and uninterefting,

If we adopt the principles of fallible men, without
fearching the fcriptures for ourfelves, and enquiring
whether thefe things be fo, or not, they will not avail
us, even-allowing them to be on the fide of truth, as
if we had learned them from a higher authority. Our
faith, in fuch a cafe, will ftand in the wifdom of man,
and notin the power of God.  There is a favour in
truth when drawn from the words which the Holy
Ghoft teacheth, which is loft, or at-leaft diminifhed,
if it pafs under the conceptions and expreflions of
men.  Nor will it avail us when moft needed; for
he who reccives his creed from men, may deliver it up
- 0 men again.  Truth learned only at fecond-hand
will be to us what Saul’s armour was to David; we
fhall be at a lofs how to ufz it in the day of trial.

‘4. If we would poflefs a great and intimate 2c-
quaintance with divine truth, we muf view it in its
various conneltions, in the great Sifein of redemption.,
—Syftematical civinity, or the {tudying of truth in a
fyftematical form, has been, of late years, much de-
cried. It has beconre almioft general to copiider it as
the mark of a contraltad mind, and the ;(;rand ob-
ftruétion to free enquiry.  1f we imbibe a fodfe {ys-
tem indeed, there is 210 doubt but it will proveinjur-
tous; if it be trus in part, but very defeflive, it may
impede our progrefs in divins knowledge; or if] in
order to retain a fyitem, we torture the feriptures to

2
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make them accord with it, we fhall pervert the truth:
inftead of preferving it. Thefe are things which make
againft falfe, defetive, and anti-feriptural {yftems of
faith; but not in the leaft againft fyftem itfelf. The
beft criterion of a zood {y ﬂem 1s its concordance with
the holy foriptures, That view of things, whether
we have any of us fully attained it or not, which ad-
mmits the meit natural meaning to be put upon every
part of God’s word, is the right fyftem of religious
truth.  And lie whofe belief confifts of a number of
pofitions arranged in fuch a connexion as to confli-
tute a conf, frent whele, but who, from a fenfe of his
imperfetion, and a remembrance of paft errors, holds -
himf:If ready to add or retrench as evidence fhall re~
quire, is in a far more advantageous track for the at-
teinment of truth, and a real enlargement of mind,
than he who thinks without a {yftem,

To be without fyftem is rearly the fame thing as
ta be without principle. Whatever principles we may
have, while they continue in this diforganized ftate,
they will anfwer but little purpofe in the religious life.
Like a tumultucus affembly in the day of battle, they
may exift; butit will be without order,energy, or end.

No man could decry fyftematical knowledge in any
thing but religion, Wlthout {ubjeéting himfelf to the
ridicule of thinking men: a philofopher, for inftance,
who, inftead of improving fults which had falien un-
der his obfervation, that he might difcover the gener-
al laws by which they were governed; and, inftead of
tracing things to their firft principles, and purfuing
them to their jult confequences, fhould inveigh a-
gainft all general laws, all fyftem, all connexion and
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tependence, and all uniform defigh in the variety of
treation. What fhould we fay of a hufbandman who
‘refufed to arrange his obfervations under the refpec-
‘tive branches of bufinefs to which they naturally be-
‘longed; who had no general fcheme or plan of pro-
ceeding, but left the work of every day to the day it-
felf, without forethought, contrivance, or defign? Or
whataccount fhould we make of a merchant or trades-
man,who fhould exclude {yftematical knowledge from
his affairs? He is conftantly employad in buying and
felling; but he muit have no general fyftem whereby
to conduét either the one or the other; none for the
regulation of his books; none for the affortment of
his articles: all muft be free, left he fink into formal-
ity, and by being in the habit of doing things in or«
“der, fhould contra&t a narrownefs of mind!
Butis the bible written upon {yftematical principles .
‘Does it contain a fyftem? Or does it encourage us
to form one?—By the bible being written on fyftem-
atical principles, I fuppofe is meant a fyftematical ar-
rangement of its contents: and there is no doubt but
that the contrary of this is true. But then the fame
might be fuid of the book of natwe. "Lhough
the different fpecies of animals, vegetables, mmeralv,
&c. are capable of being arranged under their refpec-
~tive genzera, md fo reduced to a {yftem; yetin their
altual pofition in creation, they affume no fuch ap-
pearance. It is wifely contrived, both in nature and
feripture, that the objels of each fhould be feattered
in lovely variety: but amidft all this variety, an ob-
fervant eye will perccive uaity, order, arrangement,
and fulacts of defign.
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God, in all his works, has proceeded by fyftem:
there is a beautiful connexion and harmony in every
thing which he has wrought. We fometimes {peak
of a fyftem of nature, a fyftem of providence, and a
fyftem of redemption; and, as fmaller {yftems are of-
ten included in greater, the language is not improper:
in reality, however, they are all but one {yfrem; one
grand picee of machinery, each part of which has a
dependance on the other, and altogether form one glo-
rious whole. Now if God proceed by fyftem, it may
be expacted that the feriptures, being a tranfcript of
his mind, thould contain a fyttem; and if we would
ftudy them to purpofe, it muft be fo as to difcover
what that fyftem is. .

- Inever recolle& to have heard any objection to fys-
tematical divinity with regard to practice. LetaChris-
tian, usterly unacquainted with human writings, take
his bible with 2 view 6 Tearn the mind 6T Go ipon
any given fubjed, fuppofe it be he duty of parents,
Jie will naturally colledt all the paflages in the facred
writings which relate to that fubjedt, arrange them in

rder, and from the whole, thus taken together, regu-.
Yate his condust, For this no one would hink of blam.
ing him: yet this will be actually fyfternatically.

Let him do the fame with refpect to every otha
duty, and he will be in poffeffion of a body or {yftam
of practica] divinity. And why fhould he itop here;
why not collet the mind of God from the whole of
feripture taken together, upon things to be believed,
s well s things to be performed?

If the apoftl=s had not confidered divine truth in a
fyftematical form, how came the writer of this epiille
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to fpeak of the firft principles of the-oracles ofGod?
"This language fuppofes, as before obferved, a fcheme
or fyftem of faith: and if fuch a form of confidering
truth were difsdvantageous to Chriftians, how came
he to genfure the Hebrews for their want of progrefs
in it? In the epiftle to the Romans, chap. xii. 6. we
read of the proportion or analogy of faith, which fup-
pofes that the gofpel is one proportionate or confift-
. ent whole.

Could a fyftem of divinity be written, in which
every facred truth or duty fhould have a place as-
figned it, and fuch a place, both as to order and im-
portance, as properly belonged to it, not invading the
province of other truths or duties, but, on the con-
trary, fubferving them, and itfelf appearing to the
greateft advantage amongft them; fuch.a perform-
ance would anfwer to what the apoftle means by rhe
= R Y, P
fwering to thls defcription from an uninfpired pen?—
Perhaps not: the materials for fuch a model, how-
ever, exift in the boly feriptures, and though we can-
not colle&t and arrange them to perfection, let us, as
in all other things, prejs towards the mark,

el
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Let that fyftem of religion, which we embrace, be
but, in the main, the right one, and {o far from con-
trafting the mind, it is eafy to perceive that it will
abundantly enlarge it.  For example, let the fact of
Joﬁ:ph’s being fold into Egypt be viewed without its
‘connexion with God’s defigns, and it will appear a
melancho]y inftance of human depravity; we thall
fee nothing very remarkable in it; and it will feem
calculated only to afiord a diigufting picture of famis
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ly jealoufies and intrigues, enough to break the hear¢
of an aged parent. But let the fame fa& be viewed
fyftematically, as a link in a chain, or as a partofa
whole, and it will affume a very différent appearance.
Thus viewed, it is an event pregnant with glory. He
muit needs go down into Egypt that much people
might be preferved alive; that Jacob’s family might
follow him; that they might there be preferved, for a
feafon, till, in due time, having become a great nation, «
they fhould be led forth with a high hand; that they
might be placed in Canaan, and might fet up the
worfhip of the true God; that the Meffiah might be
born among them; and that his kingdom might be
extended over the whole earth, Without 2 fyttem,
the patriarch refleGed, 4/ thefe things are againff
me: but with a fyftem, or rather with only the dis-
covery of a very finall part of it, he exclaimed, It is
2i0ig s Foptphy wmy Siiiy is yes-aiime s T will go drwny.
and fee him before I die.

In addition to this event in providence, let us offer
a few examples on matters of dotrine.

Would you contemplate the great ¢vil of fin, you
mufl view it in its conneclions, tendencies, and con-
fequences.  For a poor finite creature, whof Jife is
but a vapour, to gratif y a vicious inclination, may ap-
peara trifie: but when its tendencies and mifchievous
confequences are taken into the account, it wears a
differcnt afpect.  Jeroboam faid in his heart, if this
pecple go up to facrifice at Ferufalem, then foall the
kingdom return unto David. Hence he fet up idol-
atry; and hence the nation was corrupted more and
more, till at length it was given up to uster defbiuc-
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tion. Cenfidering ourfelves as links in the great chain
of moral government, every tranfgreffion is of vaft
importance, becaufe it affects the whele fyftem. If
the government of God be once violated, an exam-
ple is fet, which, if followed, would ruin the univerfe.

Farther, if we contemplate the death of Chrift with-
out any relation to {yftem, we fhall only fee a fuffer-
ing perfon at Jerufalem, and feel that pity and difguft
which is ordinarily excited by injuftice and cruelty.

¢ But let us view it as connected with the moral gov-
ernment of God; as a glorious expedient to fecure its
honors; apropitiationwherein God declared hisright-
eoufnefs for the remiffion of fins, Rom.iii. 25. and we
fhall have a new fet of feelings. While the apoftles
continued to view this event unconnectedly, their
minds were contraéted, and forrow filled their hearts;
but when their eyes were opened to fee it in its con-
neions and corfequences, their forrow was turned

“into joy. Thofe very perfons who, but a few weeks
before, could not bear to think of their Lord’s de-
parture, after they had witnefled his afcenfion to glo-
1y, returned to Jerufalem with great joy, and contin~
ued daily in the temple, praifing and blaffing God.
Luke xxiv. 52, §3.

Once more, if we view the do&rine of eleZion as
unconneéted with other things, it may appear to us
to be a kind of fondefs without reafon or wifdom. A
charge of caprice would hereby be brought againft
the Almighty; and profeflors, like the carnal Jews,
*on account of the diftinguifhing favors conferred on
their nation, would be foftered in felf-conceit. But
if it be confidered in conneRion with the great fys-
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fem of religious truth, it will appear in a very differ-
ent light. It will reprefent the Divine Being in his
true charaéter; not as ating without defign, and fub-
Je€ting himfelf to endlefs difappointments; but as ac-
complithing all his works in purfuance of an eternal
purpofe. And as falvation, from firft to laft, is of mere
grace, and every fon and daughter of Adam is abfo-
lutcly at the divine difcretion, it tends powerfully to
imprefs this idea both upon faints and finners. While
it leads the former to acknowledge, that by the grace
of Ged they are what they are, it teaches the latter
to relinquifn their vain hopes, and to fall into the arms
of fovereign mercy.

" As the righteoufnefs of God’s ele@ is not the
ground of their eletion, fo neither is their felicity its
ultimate eid. God righteoufly hides the things of the
gofpel from the wife and prudent, and reveals them
uiito babes, becaufe /7 it feemeth good in his fight: it
tends moft to difplay the glory of his charaéer, and to
promote the general good of creation. Thefe things, if
properly confidered, are of 2 humbling tendency.

If the Jews had confidered that they were not cho-
fen, or put in poflefion of the good land, for their
righteoufnefs, or for the uprightnefs of their hearts;
and that though it was an inftance of great love to
them, yet it was not ultimately for their fuke, or to
accomplith their happinefs, but that (God might ful-
Sl bis covenant with Abrabam, Ifacc, and Facob,
Deut. ix. 5. in whom, and wiiofe feed a// nations of
the earth were to be bleffed; and if they had confi-
dered the falvation of the world as the end of their na-
wonal- exiftence, and - themfelves as God’s witneffes,
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till the times of reformation; inftead of valuing them«
felves, and defpifing other nations, they would have
reckoned themfelves tlmr ferfuant;ur ?‘ebova/, 3 fake.

In fhor/t)/w ering rmcxples in thgir various

~CONNexions, far greater aivances will ke made in di=
wvine knowledge than by any other means.. The dis-
covery of one important truth wiil lead .on toa hun-
dred more. Let a Chriftian but reslize, for ex*tmple,
the glory of the divine charalter as the moral gov-
ernor of the worlds and he will; at once,.perceive
the equity and goodnefs of the moral law, which re-
quires us to love him with all the heart: - In this
glafs he will fee his own depravity: and poffefled of
thefe views, the grace of the gofpel will appear to
him to be-grace indecd. Every blefling it contains
will be endearing; and the medium. throufrh which ail
is conveyed, fuperiatively precious. A train of thought
like this has frequently proved more intereiling than
the labors of thofe, who, having difcovered a vein of
filver or gold, dig deeply into the bowels of the cn-
riching mine.. '

Having. confidered a few of the means neceffary
for the attainment of a deep and intimate knowledge
of truth:. 1 fhall.

II. Attempt to eftablifh the IMPOR TANCE of fuch
a knowledge..

As the power of created beingsare Iimited; and no
one can expeét to underftand every thing,. it is the
province of wifdom to feleét thofe kinds of know-
ledge as the objedts of our purfuit, which are moft va-
luable, and of the greatcﬁ utility. . Thhere are fome

depths, of which it is our honor and flicity to be ig»
B2
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orafit; Rév. ii. 24. and even in things which are

J, if not-in-wholly negleing, yet in pofleffing
only a g2ueral acquaintanc\e‘ﬁr‘n—ﬁ;ﬁa\Butim
truth requirci\%ti;ﬂ y to be known, but well known:
it is not only neceflary that we have fentiments, and
right fentiments, but that we enter deeply into them.
Every thing pertaining to Gob is great, and requires
all our powers. In whatever we indulge indifference,
there is no room for it here: God requires not only
all our heart, but all our mind and firength.

The importance of a decp and intimate acquaints
ance with divine truth, will more particularly appear
from the following confiderations: :

1. A negle&t of God’s word is reprefented as a
beinous fin: butwe fhall not be able to efcape this fin,
if we content ourfelves with a fuperficial acquaintance
with truth. Revelation, in every ftage, demands our
(srious attention; but the revelation of eternal life,
through Jefus Chiift, requires attention in the high=
eft degres. This is that great Jalvation which we are
charged not to neglect. Heb. ii. 3: The dignity of
its author, its fublime and interefting nature, with the
accumulatzd evidence which God hath condefcend-
ed to afford us of its divine original, combine to re-
quire of us the moft careful and cordial examination
into its contents, A negle@ of this is either total or
partizl: the former would denominate us unbelievers;
and expofe us to utter deftrution: the latter, though
it may. exift in fincere Chriftians, is neverthelefs a finy
and a fin more than a litide offenfive to the God of
truth,
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T'd be contented with a fuperficial aquaintance with
divine things, implies difrefpeé? to nim who has re-
wvealed them, A letter from a diftant friend,.
we are cordlally attached,is vi < wwyand
ot E-carelully mfpe@ed and on man
occafions committed to memory.. Why thould not
the word of . God be produtive of the fame effells?.
Indeed it is:: for in proportion as.we love God, his
word will dwell richly in us. It will be our bofom
cornpamon, to which we fhall have recourfe on every,
“occafion; efpecially in feafons of leifure, when the
mind, like a fpring from which a preflure is remov-,
ed, rifes to its natural pofition. Hence the following
language, Thou foalt love the Lord thy God with all
thine beart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy
might: and tl»efe wwords which 1 command thee this
day, flall be in thine beartyand thou /}alt teaih them
diligently to thy children, and fhalt talk of them when
. tbau fttaﬁ in thine boufe, and when ‘thou ‘walkefl by
the way, and when  thou ligft down, and when thou
rifeft up. Deut. vi. 5, 6, 7. ‘

Tobecontented thnafupertxaal acquaintance with
divine things, implies alfo a want of affection to the
things themfelves. A Will, or Teftament, in which
we were deeply interefted, would be procured with ea-
.gernefs, .and read -with avidity; and if any difficulty.
remained as to the meaning of 2 particular paffage,
we fhould have no reft till by fome means or other
we had obtained a folution of it. I need not apply this
, remark. Nothing is more evident, than that whatever
is uppermoﬁ in our affections, will form the grand
curzent of our thoughts. And where our thoufrhts are
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direted to a fubjelt with intenfenafs and perfever-
ence, it will become familiar to-us; and unlefs it be
eFing to the want of natural capacity, or other ne-
cotary M&ffgourfe, enter deeply into it.
I have been much flruckwsidh sheardent. i
which David difcovzred to the Holy Scriptures, and
every partof their facred contents. Fhe whole cxix.
Pfalm is a continued encomium upon them.. There
we have fuch language as the following :~O; how I
love thy lew. My feul breaketh Jor the longing that
¢t hath unto thy judzments at all times. T, by flatutes
have been my foug in the houfs of mypilgrimage. The
law of thy mouth is better to me thin thoufands of gold
and filver. Now, all the Scriptures which were then
extant, amounged to lictle more than the writings of
Mofes, What additions have wa fince enjoyed l—
Befides the Eook of Pfilms, and the Prophecies which

fellowed, we have the whole New'Teﬁament———full 4
o) grace and truth—wherein the invifible God hath,.

as it were, rendered himfelf vifible—~H1wm, whom ns
man bath feen at any time, the only begotten soN, who

dwelt in bis bofom, hath declared. John i, 17, 18.—.

How is it that fuch a price thould be in our hands to

gt wifdom, and yet that we fhould. have fo little-

heart for it. ,

2. Thz word of God'is reprefented as 7 mean of
JanéPification: but no effedt of this kind ‘can be pro-
duced beyond the degree in which we imbibeit. One
great object of our Lord’s interceffion with the Fa-

ther on our behalf was, rhat we might be fantificd

through the truth, even by bis wordy which is truth:
The Gofpel is continually held up, not only as' @ de--
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trine ,acwm’zng to god; sz 5, but as having a poWerful
influence in producing it. It teacheth us that denying
ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, we fhould live foberly,
righteoufly, and godly in this prefent world. It work-
eth effetually in thofe who believe. It was by the doc-
trine of thz Crofs that the world became crucified to
thz Apoftle, aud he wato the world! So univerfil and
fo manifelt were the effelts of divine truth upon the
practice of the Primitive Chriftians, that the facred
writers could appeal to fat on their behalf, that they,
7and they only were fuccefsful combatants agzinft the
world’s temptations:—FFha is he that overcomets the
worldy but he that believeth that Fefus is the Son of
“God? John xvii. 17. Tit ii. 12. 1 Thefl. ii. 13.
"‘Gal. vi. 14. 1 John v. 4, 5.
* Now, in order that the Gofpel may be productive
_of thefe effells, it is neceffary that it be underftood.
~—Without this, bow fhould it intereit or af=>&@ the
“heart? We muft belicve the truth ere it will work

' eficltually: we muft Zasw it, or it will not niake us
“free. That we may ferve God acceptably, and with
" godly fear, we muft have grace; and grace is mulii-

plied through the bzo‘waq’f- of Glody and of ]_/Eu
" our Lord.

Knowlcdge and aifeflion bave a mutzal influence
on each other. T hat the love of truch will prompt
us to labor after a more perfeét acquaintance with

' its contents, has been clraady obftived: and that fuch
an zcquaintance will promote an encreafing love of
sruth in return, is equally evideat,. We cawot love
an unknown gofpel any move than an unknowa God.
Affeltion is fed by kmwlf;_-:!ge, beiny thereby faraith-

C ,
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ed with grounds or reafons for its operations. By the
exparffion of the mind the heart is fupplied with ob-
jects which fill it with delight. It is thus that it be-
comes enlarged, and that we feel ourfolyes fweetly in-
duced to run in the way of the divine commandments.
fow was it that the apoftle became dead to the
world, by the crofs of Chrift! I fuppofe on much the
fame principle; that the Light of the ftars is eclipfed
by that of the fun; or that a man having drunk old
wine, ceafes to defive new, for he faith, the old is bet-
ter, Itis by drinking deeply. into religion, that we
become difuffedted to carnal olijects. .
3. The word of God is reprefented as the great
/bura' of Chriffian enjoyment; but no effeét of this
kind can be produced any farther than we imbibe the
truth. The fame way in which divine truth operates
as a medium of fan&ification, it becomes a fource of
enjoyment; namely, by interetting and affecting the
heart. That which, by its fuperior luftre, eclipfes the
picafures of fenfz, and crucifies us to the world, at the
" fame time kindles a Joy in the heart which is unfpeak-
able and full of glory. The habitual joy, which was
pofleffed by the Apoftles and primitive Chriftians,
chicfly arofe from 3 knowledge and belicf of the gol-
pel It was the excellency of the knowledge of Chrif}
Fefus bis Lord, that induced the apoftle to count all
-things but lofs and dung. Phil. iii. 8. Thofz in whom
 the word of Chrift dwelt richly, in all wifdom, were
fuppofed to be fo enlivened by it, that it became na-
 tural to them to teach and admonith one another in -
. Pfalms and bymns, and Jpiritual fongs, finging cith
grace in their hearts to ihe Lord. Col. iii. 16. The



(37 )

ohj=&t for which the apoftle bowed bis krees to the Fa-
toer of glorys in behalf of the Ephefians, wasy that
by means of a comprehenfive knowledge of the breadih,
and length, and depth, and height of the redecming
leve of Chrift, they might be filled with all the fulnefs

of God. Ephel. iii. 18, 19. The wells of falvation are
d:ep, and he that lacketh knowledge is as one that

- hath nothing to draw with.

The prejudice of many Chriftians againft do@rin-
al preaching, as being, in their ei’ceem, dry and un-
tuterefling; and the preference whichis given to that
which is more defcriptive of their feelings, and which
is thercfore termed experimentaly is worthy of atten
tion. If the doCirine which we preach be not the un-
adulterated gofpel of Chrift, it will indeed be dry;
or, if inftead of entering into the fpirit of truth, we

are employeJ in a fruitlefs difcuffion of ter ms,. or
_ things on“which the feriptures forbear to decide, it
. muit needs be unmt\_reﬂmg, and even difgufting to
) holv mind. But if the pure gofpel of Jefus, well
underftood b y the preacher, and communicated from
the fulnefs of his heart, do not intereft us, there muft
be fome lamentable diforder in the ftate of our minds.
If the manna that comes down from heaven be loath-
ed, it is a fign that things are not with us as they ought
to be. The doctrine of Mofes,and furely much more
that of Jeius, dropped as the rain,and diftilled as the
dew, upon the tender herb.

Cliriitian mpe’rimce, (or whatis generally under-
ftood by that term, the painful and pleafurable feel-
ings of good men) will be found, if genuine, to arife,
from the influence of truth upon the mind.. If we be
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ftrangers to the glory of God’s moral charalter, and
the great evil of {in, we fhall be ftrangers to all the
feclings of godly forrow on account of it. And what
ground is there for joy and peace, but in believing &
Take away the deity and atonement of Chrifly and
they are annihilated. To this may be added, give up
the do&rines of the refurre@ion and a future lifeyand
what becomes of hope? From thefe inftances, out of
“many others, you will eafily perceive, that do&trinal
and experimental preaching are not fo remote {rom
cach other as fome perfons have imagined; and that
to extol the latter at the expenfe of the former; is ta
a& like him who withes th= fountain to be ‘.ﬁroyed
becauf he prefers the ftream.
4 It is a great objeét in the Chriftian life, accord-
_ ing to our capacities and opportunities, to diffufe the
~light of the gefpel around us: but'we cannot com-
municate any thing beyond the degree in which we
poffcls it. “The communication of gofpel truth is riot
confined to miniflers.  Every Chriftian moves ina
f')‘wrs of foms cxtent; and is expedted fo to occupy
as to embrace every 1cs1hon which may offer to

make known the way of eternal life to thols abaut
Iim.  The oy o churches were {chools of hea-
renly inftruldion, a5 the werds of the text, to go no
farther, phinly indmate; and the apoftie reproves
fame of their members for having made no greater

proficiency. ‘I nough it would be vain for every one
to afpirz at being a puohc teacher of Chriftianity, yet,
25 hath been already obferved, “every one fhould be
concerned that he may be able to give a reafon for
the hape that is in himyand to teach the good and the

-~
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right way to thofe with whom he is immediately con-
neGed. The duties of a parent, and 2 mafter, include
in them the inftrution of thofe who are committed
to their care. Many opportunities arife, in which Chrif-
ftians might communicate the knowledge of Chrift
to their neighbors; thofeina ftate of fervitude to their
fellow-fervants; and, provided it were done on pro-
per occafions, and, according to the apoftolic rule, ix
meeknefs and fear, perfons in inferior ftations might
fuggeft a ufeful hint even to their fuperiors.

‘When the family of Elimelech went to fojourn in
Moab, they carried theis religion with them; fo re-
commended the God of Ifrasl to thofe with whom
they forined connéétions, that one of them was in-
duced to leave her country, her kindred, and her gods,
and to put her truft under the fhadow of his wings.
Ruth i. And even a Jittle maid of the land of Ifrael,
who had been carried captive into Syria, by fpeaking
to her miftrefs, on a favorzble opportunity, was in-
ftrumental in her mafter’s being healzd of hisleprofy,
and in his being brought to acknowledge and adore
the true God. 2 Kings v. Such cafes are recorded
to encoarage us to communicate the good Lnowledge
of God on ail proper occafions: bug, in order to do
this, we muft firft poffefs it, and thatin a greater de-
gree than merely to denominate us Chriftians.

Perhaps one of the moft favorable opportunities for
Chriftians to fuggeft important truth to their neigh-
bors and connections, is when any of them are under
a thicatening affliction. Tovifit them at fuch a time
would be kindly taken: even the worft of characters
arc commonly acceflible when they apprehend eter=

i
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nity to be drawing nigh. You may now freely con-
verfe and pray with them; and if your circumftances
will admit, and theirs require it, a communication of
your worldly fubftance would convince them of your
good will, give weight to your inftructions, and cor-
refpond with the condu& of him who went about
doing good to the bodies and fouls of men. But fuch
a praclice requires an intimate acquaintance with di-
vine truth. It is an important matter to converfz with
men who are juft on the borders of an eternal world:
it requires net only tendernefs, faithfulnefs, and pru-
dence; butan ab bility to expofe thofe falf refuges, and
dete&t thofe delufive hopes, to which, at fuch feafons,
they are generally dupofed to fly; and to direct them
to the only name under heaven, given amongft men,
: wbereby they muft be (aved*
5. In time of apoﬂ:acy from the truth, Chriftians

are exhorted to be ftedfadt: 2 Pet. iii. 17 but a fed-

. fa{’c adherence to trmh, requir es t‘lat we berooted and -

' grounded in it. The wifdom of God fzcs meet, in or-
~der to prove mankind, and efpecially his profefling
people, to fuffer other gofpels, befides the true one,
to obtain footing amongft us, I am aware that it has

* Of the numercus liberal inftitutions which, at this

- time, adorn the metropolis, none appear to me more deferv-

ing of encouragement than thofe focieties which have late-

- 1y been formed for vifiting, relieving, and converfing with

the afflicted poor. 1fthey continue to be condu&ed with pre-

priety; if, in particular, fuitable perfons are fele@ted as vif-

itors, I hope they will prove a blefing of magnitude. May

God almighty blefs thofe young pecple who are thus em-

ployed, and may they never want fupport from a benevol-
- ent public. .

Ve

e
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become cuftomary, in thefe times, to make a jeft of
herefy, and to deride, as illiberal, narrow-minded big-
ots, all thofe who confider any religious fentiments as
endangering the falvation of men. ButIhope we thall
not, on this account, be deterred from fuch an attach-
ment to truth as the {criptures encourage. Itis grant-
ed that the term herefy has been wretchedly abufed;
and that it becomes Chriftians to beware of applying
it to every departure from even truth itfelf: yet there
is fuch a thing in being. There were herefies in
‘the apoftles’ times; and it was predicted that there
fhould, in after times, be perfons who would bring in
even damnable berefies. 2 Pet. ii. 1. Let no one be
ftartled at the ufe of thefe terms: I did not coin them,
and am not accountable for them; but feeing théy
occupy a place in the holy feriptures, I think myfelf
concerned to underftand them. Whatever difficulty
there may be in afcertaining their precife object, they
undoubtedly teach us that men’s fouls may be deftroy-
ed by mental, as well as by fenfual lufts; even the
fouls of profefling Chriftians; for the words are not
intended to defcribe open infidels, but fuch as {hould
bear the Chriftian name, yea, and who fhould be
teachers of Chriftianity.

"The circulation of do&rines pleafing to corrupt na-
ture will prove men to be what they are. They are
the fan in Chrift’s hand, by which he will thorough-
Iy purgehis floor. Thatlight minded profeffors of re-
ligion thould be carried away with them is no more
2 matter of furprife than that the chaff thould be car-
ried away,by the wind: but how is it that thofe of
whom we would hope better things, are often thaken?
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If 2 minifter, in almoft any of our congregations,
fhould relinquith truth, and fall into the grofleft er-
rors; unlefs he has fo condultad himfelf as to have
gained little or no efteem amongft che people, he is
{zldom known to go off alone: fometimes half a con-
gregation, and fometimes more, have been known to
follow him, or at leaft to be greatly unhinged for a
confiderable time. If a writer ftart up in almo®t any
~connetion, let his performance be ever fo weak or
extravagant; yet, if he poflefs but a fufficient quan-
‘tity of overbearing aflurance, he will have his ad-
mirers; and fome ferious people will be in danger of
“being turned afide. How are thefe things to be ac-
counted for? I conceive the principal reafon is, that
Chriftians content themfelves with a fuperficial know-
- ledgzof divine things. Great numbers, fromadifliketo |
. coatroverfy, will never take 2ny pains to underftand
. the diFerence between one fet of religious principles
“and another.  They have no deﬁre to enable them-
felves to diftinguith between true and falf: reafonings.
—They are too apt to take it for granted, that what
they have imbibed is truth, and that nothing can be
_advanced with the leaft color of reafon for the con-
’ trary: when, therefore, an argument appears with a
little plaufibility on its face, it has only to obtain a

rezding, or a hearing, and their affent is gained. Breth-
_ ren, let fhame, if nothing elfe, provoke us, that we
 benceforth be no more children, toffed to and fro by
. every wind of doftrine. Ephef iv. 14. Letusbecon-
* cerned, not oblinate to adhere to our prefent fenti-
ments, be t?wy what they may, but to knrow ths mind
of God in his word; and knowing it, let us ftedfaft-
Iy adhere to it o

o~
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The prefent age feems to be an age of trial. Not
only is the gofpel corrupted by thofe who bear the
Chriftian name; but, of late, you well know, it has
been openly affailed. The moft diret and daring op-~
poiition has been made to the very name of Chritti-
anity. I am not going to alarm you with any idea that
the church is in danger : no, my brethren, the church,
of which we, 1 truft, are members, and of whieh
Chrift, and Chrift alone, is head, is not in danger:
it is built upon a rock, and the gates of hell fhall not
prevail againt it. Neither are my apprehenfions ex-
cited concerning thofe who are true members of the
church: thefe trying blafts, though they may affect
them for a feafon, will ultimately caufe them to take
deaper root. Neverthelefs, it becomes us to feel for
the fouls of men, efpzcially for the rifing generation;.
and towarn even good men that they be not unarin-
-ed in the evil day.

The human heart has ever been averfe to the gof-
pel of Chrift, but the turn or t=mper of the prefent age
is peculiarly ia favor of infidelity. In much the fame
‘manner as in former 2ges men were violently attached
to a perfecuting fuperftition, they are now verging to
the oppofite extreme, and are in danger of throwing
off all religion. Our temptations, and thofe which
-will attend our pofkerity after us, are likely, thercfore,
to be widely different from what they have hitherto '
“been. Hitherto nominal Chriftianity has been no re~
-proach; but reproach has attached itfelf to the other
“fide. 'The cafe, in this refpect, may foon be altered.
~Men grow bold in avowing their contempt of Chrif~
-tianity; and many amo&g the diffipated part of the

2
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youth are following their example. Now if charac-
ters of this defeription fhould fpring up in fufficient
numbers, not only to keep each other in countenance,
but to turn the tide of reproach again® Chritkians, as
a company of wrong-headed enthufiafts, we fhall foon
fee which fide the mafs of mankind will take. Their
charaéters been loofe and profligate, they have long
felt themfelves condemned by the gofpel; and this is
a matter that does not fit very ealy upon them,—
Nothing has kept them from rejecting it before now,
but the difgrace that would follow upon their becom-
ing open infidels: whenever, therefore, this difgrace
fhall be removed, we may expz& them to gooffin
great caompanies. The flighteft obfervation of human
nature muft convince us, that the greater part of man-
kind, even in religious matters, are governed by fath-
ion: they go with zhe codrfe of this world. So-great
an influence has the tids of public epinion upon them,
that even where it is not altogether agreeable to their
own views and inclinatons, they are, neverthelefs,
frequently carried away by it: butif it be thus where
public opinion and privatz inclination are at variance,
it multy of courfi, be much more fo in thof: cafes
wherein they are agreed. This will be like a union of
the wind and tide: the veffel that is carried along by
fuch a joint influence, can fcarcely have any thing left
to impede its progrefs.

The great influence which a certain popular pam-
phlet has had upon men’s minds, is not fo much ow-
'ng to the work itfelf, though it poffefles all the agrec-
ablenefs to a depraved heart, which wit and maligni-
tycan give it, as to the bias of the prefent gencration
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in favor of the ‘principles which it contaims. Of this:
the author himfelf feems to have been fufficient Iy a-
ware, by the title which he has thought proper to give:
his performance.* ' .
It is riot unlikely that almoft all our religious &n-
troverfies will foon be reduced to one, upon which
the great body of men will divide. Is Chrittianity
true or falfz? Is there a God? Is there a heaven and
2 hell? Oris itall a iGion? Agitated by thefz im-
portant queftions; the greater part of the inhabitants
of Europe, and, perhaps, of America, including our
own pofterity, may rank either as real Chrittians, or
as open Infidels.

What fhall we fay to thefe: things? Ought they to.
deprefs us? We ought, undoubtedly, to fec for the.
welfare of men’s fouls, and cannot but feel for thofe
who are more intimat:ly connected with us: but up~
on any other principle, I know not that they ought
to have any fich effect uponus. God is upon his .
throne: his church is uponarock: whatever bour 5
temptation may be coming upon the world, to try them
that dwell upon the earth, thofe who hold faft the.
word of his patience will be kept through-ir: Ry,
lil. x0. all things are working together for good ta.,
them that love God,. With . thefe views Chriftians.
may rejoice, and rejoice always.. Lo

While we rejoice, however, we-muft rejoice with;
trembling; and while we confide in God,, muft be.
diffident of ourfzlves. Let us not prefume on our own
firmnefs, but put on the whole armour of God; tha

* The Age of Reafone. -
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we may withfand in the evil day. The firft thing
required in this divine accoutremant is, that our Jins
be girt about with truth: Ephef. vi. 14. but truth
will not prove as a girdle to our loins in the day of
batfle, except we be deeply and intimately acquainted
with it.

- O ye fons and daughters of careleflnefs, who are
cailed Chriftians, but have no root in yourfelves, what
afpect do thefe things wear towards you? The time
feems drawing nigh that will prove you te_be what
you are! Hitherto there has been an outer Fiu(t for
you, and you have worlhipped in it. You have long
had a form of godlinefs, but have bzen without the,
power. You have ranked with the friends of truth,
but have never reczived it in love, that you might be
faved. You have keptup the profeffion of fomething
that has been called Chrittianity, without feeling your~
felves under any neceflity to proeced farther: but now
your outer court will probably be taken away, and

- you will feel yourfelves impelled, as it were, either -
to come in and be Chriftians in reality, or to go out
and take your portion with the unbelieving and the:
abominable.

THE EN®.
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