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The late J}:\'. JONATHAN EDWARDS, fometime MixNrsTER
of the gofpel at Norek 5 in New-England; and then mis-
sroxany tothe INprax and after that PRESI-
pENT of New-Jersey Corrrce; hor of the mafterly
gy ints ek derm pr A\ “reed:m of the JWill,
the moit judicious Tr
excellent Aecsun of the Lif:
&, &c. was born, O8:ker g, 1703, at /.
and died at Primcetow, March 23, 1758,

it an acesunt of bii CONVERSION, EXPERIENCES,
0Us EXERCISES, which was foudd among bit papers,

{oul from my childhood ;* but had two more re-

markable feafons of awakening, before I met with
that change, by which I was brought to thofe new dil-
pofitions, and that new fenfe of things, that I have
imce had.  The frlt time was when [ was a”boy, fome -
years before I went to college, dta time of remarkable

I H AD a variety of concerns and exercifes about my

aw :!.:nini in my father's congregation. I was then
very .much_afféfted for many months, and concerned
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abousithe things of religion, and my foul’s falvatian ;
and +%Is abundant in dutys. 1 ufed to pray five times
aday in fecret, and to fpend much time in religious
talk with other boys ; and ufed to meet with them to
E:iy together. I experienced I know not what kind of
ght in nh.ﬁm: My mind was much ex)afa_gui in it,
and had much felfirightesus pleafare ; and it was my
delight to abound in religions dutys. I, with fome of
my ichool-mates jeined together, and built a_booth in
a fwamp, in a very fecret and retired place, for a place
of prayer. And befides, I had Exaru’cu].’u fecret places
of my own in the woods, where I ufed to retire by my-
{felf; and ufed to be, from time to time, much affefted.
My affeftions feemed to be lively and eafily moved, and
I feemed to be in my element when engaged in religious
Datys, ~ And I am ready to think, many are deceived
with fuch affeftions, and fuch a kind of delight as I
then had in religion, and miftake it for grace,

BuT, in procels of time, my conviftions and affec-
tions wore off ; and I entirely loft zll thofe affedtions
and delights, and left off fecret prayer, at leaft as to any
conftant performance of it; and retirned like a dog w
his vomit, and went on in ways of fin,

Ixpeen, I was at fometimes very uneafy, efpecially
towards the latter part of the time of my being at
college, “Till it pleafed God, in my lait year at col-
lege, ata time when I was in the midit of many uneafy
thoughts about the ftate of my foul, to feize me with a
pleurify ; in which he brought me nigh to the grave,
and ook me over the pit of heil.

Bur yet, it was not long after my recovery, before I
fell again into my old ways of fin. But God would not
fuffer me to go on with any quietnefs ; but [ ilad-gm‘lj
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and viclent inward ftruggles; 6ill after many confliéts

- with wicked inclinations, and repeated refolutions, and

bonds that 1 had laid myfelf under by a kind of vows
to God, I was brought wholly te break off all former
wicked ways, and all ways of known outward fin’; and
to apply myfelf to feek my falvation, and practifé the
dutys of religion : but without that Kind of affettion
and delight, that [ had formerly experienced. My con-
cern now wronght more by inward firuggles and con-
Hicts, and felf-refleftions. I made feeking my falvation
the main bufinefs of my life.  But yet it feems to me,
I fought after a miferable manner : which has made me
{fometimes fince to queftion, whether ever it iffged in
that which was faving ? being ready to doubt whether
fuch miferable feeking was ever fucceeded. But yet I
was brought to feek falvation in a manner that T never
was before. I felt a fpirit to part with all things in the
world, for an intereft in Chrift. - My concern continued
and prevailed, with many exercifing things and inward
ftruggles ; but yet it never feemed proper to exprefs my
concern that [ had, by the name o? terror,

Feou my childhood up, my mind had been womt
to be full of objeftions againit the doftrin of God's
fovereignty, in choofing whom He would to cternal life,
and rejecting whom He pleafed ; leaving them eternally
to perifay and be everlaftingly tormented in hell. It
ufed to appear like a horrible dodirin to me. But I
remember the time very well, when F feemed to be con-
vinced and fully fatisfyed, as to this fovereignty of God, -
and his juttice in thus eternally difpofing of men, ac-
cording to his fovereign pleafure. BPI; never could give
an account how, or %y what means, I was thas con-.
vinced ; nat in the Jealt imagining, in the time of it,
nor a long time after, that there was any extraordinary
influence of God’s sF1r1T init: but only that now I
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faw farther, and my reafon apprehended the juftice and

fonablenefs of i, , my mind refted in it;
and it put an end to all thofe cavils and objetions, that
had till then abede with me, all the preceding part of
my life. And there has been a wonderful alteration
in my mind, with refpeét to the doflrin of God's
fovereignty, from that day to this; fo that I fearce ever
have found fo much as the rifing of an objection again{t
God's fovereignty, in the molt abfolute fenfe, in thew-
ing mercy on whom He will fhew mercy, and leaving
and eternally damning whom he will. God’s abfolute
fovereignty and juftice, with refpe@ to falvation and
damnation, is what my mind feems to reft affured of,
as much as of any thing that I fee with my eyes ; at
Teafk it is fo at times.  But I have oftentimes, fince that
firft conviftion, had quite another kind of, fenfe of
God's fovereignty, than I had then, I have often
fince, not only had a conviftion, but a Zefighi/il con-
viftion. The doétrin of God's fovereignty has very
aoften_appeared an exceeding pleafant, bright, and
fiveet doélrin to me: and ablolute fovercignty is what
T love to afcribe to God.  But my firlt conviction was
not with this. .

_ Taz AR that T remember that ever T found any
thing of that fort of inward, fweet delight in God and
divine things, that [ have lived much in fince, was on
reading thele words, 1. Tim. 1. 17. “ Now unto the
king eternal, immortal, invifible, the only wife God,
be honor and glory, for ever and ever. Amen.” As
1 read the words, there came into my foul, and was, as
it were, diffofed thro’ it, a fenfe of the glory of the
divine being; a new fenfe, quite different from any
thing I ever experienced before.  Never any words of
feripture feemed to me as thefe words did. I thought
with myfelf, how excellent a being thas was ; an;i how
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happy I fliould be, if T might enjoy that Gud, and be
wrapt up to God in heaven, and be, as it were, fival-
Towed up in him. I kept faying, and as it were finging
over thefe words of feripture to myfelf; and went to
prayer, to pray to God that I might enjoy him; and
‘Erayud_ln a manner quite different from what I ufed to
do; with a new fort of affection. But it never came
into my thought, that there was any thing fpiriteal, or
of a faving nature in this.

Frowm about that time, I bezan to have a new kind
of apprchenfions and ideas of Chrift, and the work of
redemption, and the glorious way of falvation by him.
I_ had an inward, fweet fenfe of thefe things that at
times came into my heart ; and my fool was led away
in pleafant views and contemplations of them. And
my mind was greatly engaged to fpend my time in
reading and meditating on Chritt, and the beauty and
excellency of his perfon, and the lovely way of falva-
tion, :by free gracé in him. "I found no books fo de-
!i%‘hlfu to me, as thofe that treated of thefe fubjeéts,
Thole words, Cant. ii. 1. ufed to be abundantly with
me: I am the rofe of Sharem, the killy of the wallys.
The words feemed to me fweetly to_reprefent the love-
Jinefs and beauty of Jesus Carist. And the whole
book of Canticles ufed to be pleafant to me, and I nfed
to be much in reading it about that time; and found,
from time to time, an inward fweetnefs, that afed, as
it were, to carry me away in my contemplations ; in
what I know not how to exprefs otherwife, than by a
calm, fweet abftraftion of foul from all the concerns of
this world ; and a kind of vifion, or fixed ideas and
imaginations, of being alone in the mountains, or fome
folitary wildernefs, fas from all mankind, fweetly con-
verfing with Chrilt, and wrapt and fwallowed up in
God. The fenfe I had of divine things, would ofien
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of a fudden, as it were, kindle up a fwect Burning in
my heart ;. an ardor of my foul, that I know not
to exprefs,

Not Jong after I firlt began to experience thefe
things, [gave an account to my father of fome things
that had pafied in my mind. @was pretty much affefted
by the dilcourfe we had tcagﬂhl:r. And when the dif-
courle was ended, I walked abroad alone, in a folitary
place in my father's palture, for contemplatidn. And
as | was walking there, and looked up on the fky and
clouds, there came into my mind a {weet fenfe of the
glorious majelly and grace of God, that I know not
how to exprefs. 1 feemed to fee them both in a fweet
conjunétion : majefty and meeknefs joined together = it
was a {weet, and gentle, and holy majelty ; and alfo a
majeltic meckneft ; an awful fweetnels; a high, and
great, and holy gentlenefs.

Apree this my fenfe of divine things gradually en.
creafed, and became more and more lively, and had

more of that inwerd f {s. The app e of

every thing was altered : there feemed to be, as it were,
a calm, fweet call, or appearance of divine lory in
almoit every thing. God’s excellency, his wifdom, his
purity, and love, feemed to appear in every thing; in
the fun, moon, and ftars ; in the clouds and blue iky 5
in the grals, flowers, trees; in the water, and all na-
ture ; which ufed greatly to fix my mind. I often ufed
to-fit and view the moon, for a long time ; and fo in
the day time, fpent much time in viewing the clouds
and &y, to bebold the fweet glory of God in thele
things: in the mean time, finging forth, with a low
voice, my contemplations of the creator and redeemer.
And {earce any thing, among all the works of nature,
was fo fweet to me as thunder and lightning. Formerly

nothing

e

nothing had been fo terrible to me. I ufed to be a
perion uncommenly terrifyed with thunder: and i ufed
to firike me with terror when I faw a thonder-florm
rifing.  But now, on the contrary, it rejoiced me. I
felt God at the firlt appearance of a thunder-fiorm ;
and ufed to take the opportunity, at fuch times, to fix
myfelf to view the clouds, and fee the lightnings play,
and hear the majeitic and awful voice of God’s thunder ;
which oftent was ding ining, leading.
me to fiveet contemplations of my great and glorious
God : and while I viewed, ufed to {pend my time, as
it always ﬁ:g—med natural to me, to fing or chant forth
my meditations ; to fpeak my thoughts in foliloquys,
and fpeak with a finging voice.

-1 felt a great fatisfation as to my good eftate. But
that did not conient me, 1 had Vehement Longings of
foul after God and Chrift, and after More noLixess;
wherewith my heart feemed to be Full, and ready to
break : which often brought to my mind the werds of
the plalmift, P/al. cxix, 28. My foul Breaketh for the
longing it bath. 1 often felta mourning and lamenting
in my heart, that T had nog turned to God fooner, that
I might have had more time to in grace. My
mind was greatly fixed on divine things ; I was almoit
perpetually in the « lation of them. Spent.moft

.of my time in thinking "of divine things, year after

year. And ufed to fpend abundace of my time, in
walking alone in the woods, and folitary places, for
meditation, foliloquy and prayer, and conver’e with
Ged.  And it was always my manner, at fuch times,
1o fing forth my contemplations. And was almoft con-
ftantly in ejaculatory prayer, wherever I was. Prayer
feemed to be natural to me, as the breath, by which
the inward burnings of my heart had vent.

THE
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T delights which I now felt in things of feligion,
were of an exceeding different kind, from thofe betare-
mentioned, that I had when I was a boy. They were
totally of another kind ; and what I then had no more
“notion or idea of, than one born blind has of pleafant
and beaotiful colors. They were of a more mmward,

, foul-animating, au frefhing mature. Thofe
fodmer delights never reached the heart, and did not
arife from any fight of the divine excellency of the
things of God, or any tafte of the foul-fatisfying and
life-giving good there is in them.

My fenfe of divine thimﬁs feemed gradually to en-
ereafe, till T went to preach at Neaw-Jork, which was
abont a year and a halt after they began. While I was
there, I'felt them, fenfibly, in a much higher de-
gree, than 1 had done before. ~ My longings atter God
and holinefs were much fed.  Pure and humble,
holy and heavenly chriftianity appeared exceeding
amiable to me. I felt in me a burning defire to be in
every thing a complete chriftizn, and ognfum:wd to the
blefled image of Chrift; and that 1 might live in all
things according to the pure, fweet, an blefled rnI_ea
of the gofpel. 1 had an eager thirfting after progrefs in
thefe things. . My longings after it, put me upon pur-
foing and prefling after them. It was my continual
ftrife day and night, and conftant enquiry, how I fhould
be more holy, and live more holily, and more becoming
achild of God, and difciple of Chrift.—I xow sovenT
AN ENCREASE OF GRACE AND HOLINESS, AND THAT
I MIGHT LIVE AN HOLY LIFE, WITH VASTLY MORE
EARNESTNESS, THAN EVER | SOUGHT GRACE, BE-
rore I uap 11.—I ufed to be continvally examining
myfelf, and ftudying and contriving for likely ways
and means, how [ ﬁmuld live holily, with far greater
diligence and earnefinefs than ever I purfued any thing

m
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in my life : but with too great a dependence on my own
fireagth ; which afierwards proved a great damage to me.
My experience had not Then taught me, as it has done
fince, my Extreme Fecblenefs and Impotence, Eve
Mannerof Way ; and the Innumerable and Bottomlefs
Depths of fecret corruption and deceit, that there was
in my heart, However, I went on with my eager pur-
{uit after more holinefs, and fiveet conformity to Chrift.

TaE heaven I defired was a heaven of holinefs 3 ta
be with God, and to fpend my eternity in_divine love,
and holy communion with Chrift. My mind was very
much taken up with contemplations on heaven, and the
enjoyments of thofe there ; and living there in. perfect
holinefs, humility, and love. And it ufed at that time
to appear a_great part of the happinefs of heaven, thae

. there the faints could exprefs their love to Chrift. It

appeared to.me a great clog and hindrance and burden
fo me, that what I felt within, 1 could not exprefs to
God, and give vent to, as I defired. The inward ardor
of m fwﬁlfeemc& to be hindered and pent up, and
could not freely flame out as it would.

. think, how, in heaven, this fweet w fhould

freely and fully vent and exprefs itfelf. appeared
to meexceeding delightfnl as a world of love, It ap-

to me, that all happinefs cenfifted in living in
pure, humble, heavenly, divine love.

I remember the thoughts I ufed then to have of holi-
nefs. I remember I then faid fometimes to myfelf, I do
certainly know that I love holinefs, fuch as the gofpel
preferibes. It appeared to me, there was nothing in it
but what was ravithingly lovely. It appeared to me, to
be the higheil beauty and amiablenefs, above all other
beautys: that it was a dizine beauty ; far purer than
any thing here npon canlij; and that every thing elfe

waz
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wfaa like mire, flth, and defilement, in comparifon
of it.

Hovixess, as [ thea wrote down fome of my con-
templations on it, appeared to me to be of a fweet,
pleafant, charming, ferenc, calm natore. It feemed to
me, it brought an inexpreflible purity, brightnefs, peace-
fulnefs, ang ravifhment to the fouls and that it made
the foul like a field or garden of God, with all manner
of pleafant flowers; that is all pleafant, delightful, and
undifturbed ; enjoying a fwest calm, and the gentle
vivifying beams of the fun. -The foul of a true
chrittian, as I then wrote my meditations, appeared
like fuch a little white flower, as we fee in the {pring of
the year ; low and humble on the ground, opening its
bofom, to receive the pleafant beams of the fun’s glory 3
rejoicing, as it were, in a calm rapture; ditfufing
around a fweet fi ;3 fanding peacefully and
lovingly, in the midft of other flowers round about;
all in like manner opening their bofoms, to drink in
the light of the fun.

TrERE was no part of creature-holinefs, that I then,
and at other times, had fo great a fenfe of the lovelinefs
of, as humility, brokennels of heart, and poverty of
Spirit : and there was nothing that Lhad fuch a fpiric 1o
long for. My heart, as it were, panted after this, to
lie low before God, and in the duft; that I mighe be
nothing, and that God might be All; that I might be-
come as a liele child,

Warre I was there at New-Tord, I fometimes was
much affeéted with refleftions on my paft life, confider-
ing how late it was before I began to be tuly religions,
and how wilclocdlylhnd lived till then ; and once fo asto

1
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" Ox Fan. 12, 1722, I made a folemn dedicat;
m_:-ifclf to God, and wrote it down ; givin:e:.lpa:o?el{;‘r
:mr all that T had, to God; to be, for the futare. fn >
?e &t my own ; ma&ascntthalhadnorighn::hi:lu
fe in any refpet. And folemnly vowed to take Glxi'
?me whole portion and felicity ; looking on nothi
clie as any part of m happinefs, nor ag.in as i?’g
;vnc;:_and H;isl:w&r_n € conftant rule of my e
aging to fight, with all my mi i a
the ﬂﬂl. and the devil, llD );hi:gl;' ; nr':ﬂ%“mgd,
have reafon to be infinitely humbled whenyf confid -
how much I have failed of anfwering’ my obﬁga;:m 2

_.I had then abundance of fiveet religions converfatio
;:_. the Family where [ lived, wi:h‘er. ?qb:o;mir& ':i
ﬂ-:s ious mother. My heart was knit in affectio 'nu:o
L could ber the thoughts"of oy o By s and
¢ ghts “of no other compani
fuch as were holy, and the difciples of the bﬁﬁﬁ;{xt

I had great longings for the ad il
kingdom in the world. My fecret prayer nl':drtfl:hbneq ;
f;r_eat art taken uglin praying for it. If I heard l:n
ealt hint of any ¢ ing that appeared to me, in fo:'n:
g{fgﬁ?rc%t:cﬂ?s Enhtl" a ﬁwo;able afpeét on the in-
t om, m !
it ; and it would znu%h nnimni a[::ll r:?fsccﬂrlh;z?midr:(;
to be earnell to read public news-letters, mainly for ?hax
end ; to fee if I could not find fome news fawn{| ble
the intereft of religion in the world, e

I very frequently nfed ta retire in i 1
T to a folita
;);I the banks of Hudfor's river, at fome diﬁanrympl‘fnc:;
€ city, for contemplation on divine things, and fec,
converfe with God ; and had many fivéet hours thc::

weep al ly, and for a confiderable time toget!

Ox

Mr. Smith :mg I walked together, to converfe
: 4
of
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of the things of God; and our converfation ufed much
to turn on 5:: advancement of Chrilt’s kingdom in the
world, and the glorious things that God would accom-
plifh for his church in the latter days.

1 had then, and at other times, the reatelt delight
in the holy Scriptures, ot any book whatioever. Often-
fimes in reading it, every word feeed to touch my
heart. 1 fele an harmony between fomethin in my
Teart and thofe fiveet and powerful words. feemed
often to fee fo much light, exhibited by every fentence,
and fuch a refrefiing ravifling food communicated, that
1 could not get along in g, Ufed oftentimes to
dwell long on one to fee the ders con-
tained init; and yet almoft every fentence feemed to
be full of wonders. ;

1 came away from New-2%r# in the month of April,
1723, and had a moft bitter parting with madam Smith
andihc: fon. My heart feemed to fink within me, at
leaving the family and city, where I had enjoyed fo
many fweet and pleafant days. I went from Nesu-Yord
to Weathersfield by Water,
fight of the city as long as I could; and when [ was
out of fight of it; it would affeft me much to look that
way, with a kind of melancholy mixed with fweetnefs.
However, that night after this forrowful parting, I was
greatly comforted in God at WFef-Chefler, where we
went afhore to lodfe: and had a pleafant time of it all
the voyage to Saybrock. It was fweet to me to think of
meeting dear chriftians in heaven, where we fhould
pever part more. At Sa brosk we went afhore to lodge
on Saturday, and there kept Sabbath; where 1 had a
lwf;t and refrething feafon, walking alone in the
fields,

AFTER

As ] failed away, I kept |

i L

Aptes Icame home to #7udfer, I remained much i
:;l_lu frame of my mind, as I hajgrbecn inat Nm:;’hm-;':
= tonly fometimes felt my heart ready to fink, with the

oughts of my friends at New-Yort, And my refu

i o I, 1723. Itw
fu;l-: to think of that flate, ghere Ehc‘jrc is :“ul::il’ls.n groz‘;'
i\r ere rg:Em hedvenly, fweet, calm, and delig tful
ove, “:x uuﬁ:i alloyr; l.h\\rln’:re there are continually the
preflions of this love; where is j
of the perfons loved, withont ever paningt:wwel:'ig Recnf:
E::i:ons, that appear fo lovely in'this world, will really

;nexp:eﬁibly more lovely, and full of love to us.
And how fiveetly will the mutual lovers join together to
fing the praifes of God and the Lamb!” How full will
;’:w::ltu.s Wlt_l; joy, to think, that this enjoyment, thefe
s he{;(e‘r:la;ls:;‘:;r;v‘er ceafe or come to an end ; but

Conrixvep much in the fame frame in

mug me in the

}I}:‘:"(I ha'g Bbeenhln at Neww-ork, till 1 went IEC‘I\E:;E
ity ve there as tutor of the ing

fpecial feafon of fi Do:llegc;_ hf“‘“go:’é:

at Bolton, in a journey from Bofor, w.-ﬁ‘l;ing out alone

in the fields. After I went to Neav-Hawes, I funk in

religion ; my mind being diverted from my eager and

violent purfuits after holinefs, by fome affairs thac

greatly perplexed and diftrafted my mind.

In Séptember, 1725, was taken ill at Neaw-Ha

and endeavouring to Eo home to Windjer, ;-as o ;I.’l’::

the North village, that I could go no farther : .where I

lay fick for about a quarter of a year. And in this

ﬁcknc‘l‘s. God was pleafed to vifit me again with the

fweet influences of His Spirit. My mind was greatly

engaged there on divine, pleafant contemplations, and
longings
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longings of foul. T obferved, that thofe who wanfhed
with me, would often be looking out for the momning,
and feemed to wilh for it: which brought to my mind
thofe words of the plalmift, which my foul, ‘w:th fwekt-
nefs, made its own language : My foul avaiteth for the
Lord, more than they that -ura.friz’or the morning 5 I fay,
mare than they that avarch for the morning. And when
the light of the moming, and the beams of the fun
came in at the windows, it refrefhed my foul from ene
morning to another. It feemed to me to be fome image
of the fweet light of God’s glory.

T remember, atout that time, I ufed greatly to iqng
for the converfion. of fome that I was concerned with.
It feemed to me, I could gladly honor them, and with
delight be a fervant to them, and lie at their feet, if
they were but truly holy.

Bur fome time after this, I was again greatly diverted
in my mind, with fome temporal concerns, that e,\:ceed-
ingly took up my thoughts, greatly to the wounding of
my foul : and went on through various exerciics, that
it would be tedious to relate, that gave much more ex-
perience of my own heart, than ever I had before,

Sixce I came to live at Nerthampton, 1 have often
had complacency in God, in views ofHI.s‘%kmons per-
fefiions, and the excellency of Jefus Chriit. God has

apreared to me, a glorious and lovely being, chiefly on -

accornt of His Holines. The holinefs of God has
always appeared to me the moft lovely of all His ateri-
butes. 'L he Dodtrins of God's alfelute fovereignty, and
free grace, in (hewing mercy to whom He Would thew
mercy; and man’s abfol -pendence on the of

of God's Hely Spitit, have very often appeared to me as
fweet and giofions doflrins, ‘Thefe docirins bave h:eﬁ

4 muc
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muchmydelight. God's fovereignty has ever appeafed to
me, as great part. of His glory, It has often been Sweet
to me to go to God, and adore Him as a fovereign God,
and afk Sovereign Mercy of Him,

I have loved the dofirins of the gofpel: they have
been to my foul like green pafturcs, The golpel has
feemed to me to be the richelt ireafure ; the treafure thac
I have moft defired, and longed that it might dwell
richly in me. The way of falvation by Chrift, has
appeared in a general way, glorious and excellent, and
molt pleafant and beautiful. ~ It has often feemed to nic,
that it would in a great meafure jpaif heaven, 10 receive
it in any otber way. That text has often been affeétin

" and delightful o me, Jai. xxxii. 2. A man all Le

an biding place from the avind, and a covert Srom the
tempeft, e,

IT has often a peared fweet to me, to be united to
Chrift ; to have EHim for my head, and o be a member
of His body: and alfo to have Chriit for my teacher
and prophet. I very often think, with fweetnets, and
longings, and pantings of foal, of being a little child,
taking hold Chr}.[g’ to be led by Him through the
wildernefs of this world. That text in Marz. xviti. has
often been fweet to me: Exespt ye be converted, and be-
come as Jittle children, &e. 1 love to think of coming
to Chrift, to receive falvation of Him, pesr in Apirir,

and quite exmpty of felf; humbly exaldng Him alone; |

cut entirely off from my own root, and to grow iare,
and out of Chrift : to have God in Chrift to te All in
All; and to live by faith on the Son of God, a life of
humble, unfeigned confidence in Him. That feripture
has often been fiveet to me, Pfal. cxv. 1." Not anto us,
O Lord, not unto ws, but unto Thy name give slery, for
Thy merey, and for Thy truth's fake.  And thofe words

E ; of
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of Chrift, Lud. x. 21. Ju that bonr Jefur rejviced in
JSpirity and faid, I thank thee, O Fatbery Lord of bmv_rn
and earth, that Thou baft bid thefe things from the auife
and pradent, and baff revealed them anto babes : even o,
Fatber, for fo it /e{n:d’ good in Thy fight. The fove-
reignty of God that Chrift rejoiced in, i:mcd o me
worthy to be rejoiced in ; and that rejoicing of Chrift,
feemed to me to thew the excellency of Chrft, and the
fpirit that He was of. : .

SomeTimes only mentioning a fingle word, caufes
my heart to burn within me : or only feeing the name
of Chrift, or the name of fome atribute of God.  And
God has appeared glorious to me, on accoint of the
Trinity. It has made me have exalting thoughts of
God, that He {ubfiits in three perfons; Farunex, Sox,
and Hory GrosT.

THE fweetgf joys and delights T have experienced,
have aer been thofe that have arifen from a hope of my
own good eftate; dwr in a dired view of the glorious
things of the gofpel. When 1 enjoy tbis fucetuefs, it
feems to carry me above the thonghts of my own fafe
eftate. It feems at fach times & fofs that I cannot hears
to take off my eye from the glorious, pleafant objedt
1 behold svitbout me, to turn my eye in upon wyyelfs
and my own good eftate.

My heart has been much on the advancement of
Chrift’s kingdom in the world, The hiftorys of the
palt advancement of Chrill’s kingdom, have been fweet
tome. When I have read hiftorys of palt ages, the

pleafanteit thing in all my reading has been, to read of

the kingdom, of Chrift being promoted. And when I
have expefied, in my reading, to come to apy fuch
thing, I have reckoned npon it all the way as I r;ad(i

n

[ o ¥ :

And my mind has been much entertained and deli hted,
with the feripture promifes and prophecys, ufthe%uure
glorions advancement of Chrilt’s kingdom on earth.

I have fometimes had a fenfe of the excellent fulnefs
of Chrift, and His meetnels and fuitablenefs as a favior ;
whereby He has appeared to me, far above all, the chief of
teni thoufands.  And His blood and atonement has ap-
peared fiveer, and His righteoufnefs fveet; which is
ai\miys accompanied with an ardency of Spirit, and in-
ward firdgslings and bréathings, and g ings, that
cannot be uttered, to be emptyed of myfelf, and fival-
lowed up in Chrift,

Oxce, as I rid out into the woods for my health,
Amne 1737, and having lit from my horfe in a retired
place, as my manner commonly has been, to walk for di-
vine contemplation and prayer ; Ihad a view, that for me
was extraordinary, of the glory of the Son of God ; as
mediator between God and man ;- and His wonderful,
great, full, pure, and fiveet prace and love, and meek
and gendle condefcenfion. “This grace, that appeared
to me fo calm and fiveet, appeared grear above the
heavens. The perfon of Chrilt appeared ineffably
excellent, with an excellency great enough to fwallow,
ap all thought and conception. Which continued, as
near 25 I can judge, about an hour ; which kept me; -
the bigger past of the time, in a flood of tears, and"
weeping aloud. 1 felt withal, an ardency of foul to be,
what I know not otherwife how to 5, thin to be
emptyed and annihilated ; to lie in the duft, and to be
full of Chyitt alone ; to love Him with a holy and pure
love ; to truft in Him; to live wpon Him ; to ferve and
follow Him, and to be totally wrapt up in the fulnefs
of Chrift ; and to be perfelly fanélifyed and madepure,
with 2 divine and heavenly purity.—I have feveral otlier

12, times
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times had views very much of the fame natare, and :ha_:
have had the fame effelts.

ve many times had a fenfe of the glory of the
miIrdI.I;erfon ir‘{ the Trinity, in ]I-Iis_a’ﬂioe‘o!gSar_tﬂ.ll}'er 3
in His holy operations communicating divine light and
life to the foul. God, in the communications of His
Holy Spirit, has appeared as an infinite fountain of
divine glory and fweetnefs ; being full, and fuflicient to
fill and fausfy the foul : pouring forth itfelf in fweet
communications, like the fun in 1ts glory, fweetly and
pleafamtly diffufing light and life.

T have fometimes had an affefting fenfe of the excel-
lency of the word of God, as a gwurd_ef life ; ’a'.s the
light of life, a fiweet, excellent, life-giving word : ac-
companyed with a thirfling after that word, that it
might dwell richly in my heart.

1 have often, fince T lived in ;his ;ou.";\, hr:ul very
ing views of my own finfuinels and vilenels ; very
gﬁnﬁy {o as to h?:ld me in a kind of loud weeping,
foraetimes for a confiderable time together: fo that I
have often been forced to fhut myfelf up. I have had
a vaflly greater fenfe of my own wickednefs, and the
bﬂdncé of my own heart, fixce my converfion, than
ever | had efore. It has often appeared to me, l]m\:f
God fliould mark iniquity againit e, I fhould appear
the wery awerff of all mankind, of all that have Leen
fince the beginning of the world to this time ; and that
I thould have by far the lowett place in hell. - When
others, that have come to talk with me about their foul
concerns, have exprefled the fenfe they have had of their
own wickednefs, by faying that it feemed to them, that
they were as had as the devil himfelf, I thought their

expreflions feemed exceeding faint and fecble, 1:; f;::':

[ 191
prefent sy wickednefs. T thought I' fhould wonder,
that they fhould content th Ives with fuch expreffion
as thefe, if 1 had any reafon to imagine, that their fin
bore any proportion to mine. ‘It feemed to me, 1 fhould
wonder at myfelf, if 1 fhould exprefs my wickednefs in
fuch feeble terms as they did. . -

My wickednefs, as I am in myfelf, has long appeared
t0 me perfeitly ineffable, and infinitely fivallowing up all
thought and imagination ; like an infinite deluge, or
infinite mountains over my head. I know not how to
exprefs better, what my fins appeared to me to be, than
by beaping 1xF1NITE O 1nFINITE, and analtiplying
INFINITE BY 18FINITE, I go about very often, for
thefe many years, with thefe expreffions in my mind and
in my mouth, ixFINITE UPON INFINITE, INFINITE
vrow ixFiniTeE! When 1 look into my heart, and
take a view of my wickednefs, it Jooks like an abyfs -
infinitely deeper than hell. - And it appears to me, that
were it not for free grace, exalted and raifed up to the
infinite height of all the fulnefs and glory of ¢ grea
;]_a:hgvah, and the arm of His power and 1
orth, in all the majefty of His power, and in all ¢
glory of His fovereignty ; I fhoull appear funk down i
my fins infinitely below hell itfelf, fur beyond fight
every thing, but the piercing eye of God’s grace, that
can pierce even down to fuch a depth, and to the bottom
of fuch an abyfs.

Axp yet I ben’t in the lealt inclined to think, that 1
have a greater convittion of fin than ordinary. 1t feems
to me, my convidtion of fin is exceeding {mall, and
faint. It appears to me enough to amaze me, that I
have no more fenfe of my fin, I know certainly, that
Lhave very hittle fenfe of my finfolnefs, That, my fins
appear to me fo great, don’t few fo me to be, becaule

Cz I have
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have fo much more conviction of fin than pther
zhiri!lians, but becaufe [ am fo much worfe, and have
fo much more wickednefs to be convinced of. When I
have had thefe turns of weeping and crying for my fins,
1 thought I dweww in the time of it, that my repestance
was sathing to my fin. g
atly longed of late, for a broken heart,
amll :':i'ii ow b:fom gGod. And when I afk for hu-
mility of God, I cannot bear the thoughts of being no
more humbled, than other chriftians. It feems to me,
that, though their degrees of humility may be fuitable
for them ; yet it would be a @il felf-exaltation in me,
not to be the lawgf in humility of all mankind. Others
fpeak of their longing to be humbled 7o sbe dii. r'h‘Ec
that may be a proper expreffion for the, L always thin
for myfelfy that I nniln. to be humbled down belssy bell,
>Tis an expreffion that it has long been natural for me
to ufe in prayer to God. I esght to lie infinitely low
before God.

It iz affefting to me to think, how ignorant I was,
wh::; I was agyoung chriftian, of the Er._omlel's, in~
finite depths of wickednefs, pride, hypocrify, and d_“
ceit, leftin my heart.

I have vaftly a greater fenfe of my univerfal, exceed-
ing dcpcndcnge agrr_}cd‘s grace and firength, and mere
good pleafure, of late, than I formerly ufed to have;
and have experienced more of an abhorrence of my own
fighteoufnefs.  The thought of any comfort or joy,
arfing in me, on any confideration or refieftion on my
own amiablenefs, or any of my performances or ex-
periences, or my goodnels of heare or life, is naufecus

and deteftable to me. And yet [ am greatly afilicled
with a proud and felf-righteous fpirit; muci[ rF;!re
enfibly

[

fenfibly than I ufed to be formery. I fee that ferpent
rifing and putting forth its head, continually, every

_ where, all around me,

Twuo’ it feems to me, that in. fome refpeds, 1 s a
far beiter chrifian, for two or three years after my firit
converfion, than [ am now ; and lived in a more con-

* flant delight and pleafure : yet, of late years, I have

had a more full and conftznt fenfe of the abfolute So-
vureifnty of God, and a Delight in that Sovereignty ;
and have had more of a fenie of the glory of Chrft,
as a mediator, as revealed in the gofpel.  On one
Saturday night in particular, had a particular difcover
of the excellency of the pofpel cfP Chrift, above all
other doflrins ; fo that I could not but fay to myfelf,
#¢ This dix cbofen light, my chofen dodivin ™ and of
Chrift, « ?&:‘; 15 my chofen propher.” It appeared to
me to be fweet beyond al] exprellion, to follow Chritt,
and to be taught and enlightened and inftrofted by
Him; 1o learn of Him, amfliw: ta Him,

AxoTrzr Satn night, Fan. 1749, had fuch a
{fenfe, how fweet ar::ybi ed a'?hing 1733313 o walk in
the way of duty, to do that which was right and meet
to be done, and agreeable to the holy mind of God ;
that it caufed me to Lreak, forth into a kind of Joud
weeping, which held me {ome time; fo that I was
forced to fhut niyfelf up, and faften the doors. I could
not bat, as it were, cry out, ** How happy are the
which do that which ‘is right in the fight of God!
They are bleffed indecd, they are the Fappy ones !
I had, at the fame time, a very affeétin fenfe, how
meet and fuitable it was that Cod-ﬂwn]ﬁ govern the
world, and order all thi::gs according to His own
pleafure ; and I rejoiced in it, that G reigned, and
that His will was done. -

Some
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extrals from Mr. EDWARDS’s pes
Som:un-—uwﬁu.cn about the zoth year of his age.

g 22, 1722, ‘This Day revived by
{I;ﬁéf?\’,p?rff .;,ﬂ_;&éz with the fen{’e of the ex-
cellency of holinefs. Felt more exercife
to Chrift than ufual. ~ Have alfo felt fenfible npenmptpel
of fin, becaufe it was committed againft fo mercifu
and good a God.

iday, Tam. 2, 1723, Dull. T find, by ex-
pe:i‘:::;:? :B’n ﬂ: me mike rel'ul_utions_,. and alilo what §
il ith never fo many i it is a

::‘l:ill,t:f; purpole at rj’. without the motions o{;ﬁe
Spiritof God: for if the Spirit of God ﬂmnldk l;s
much withdrawn from me always, as for the mfhp o
notwithitanding all 1 do I fhould not grow ; but m&b
languifh, and miferably fade away. There is n?’ulvc
pendence upon myfelf. It is to no purpofe mrelr sl
except we depend on the grace of God; for Joq;d:a.n
ot for His mere grace, ane might be a very g

one day, and a very wicked one the next.

i ved my
Saturday, Fam. 12. I this day folemnly rencwed my
fe!fde&ici'tio? to God. I have been before Godozi aur:
have given myielf, all that I am and have, to (Ii\l}c’n
that I am not, in any refpeét, my own : Lean c h' n%\f
no right in myfelf; I can challenge no right in this :
derftanding, this will, thefe a.lfo‘&mns that are in P:::L;
neither have I any right to this body, or an)é: .
members: no right to this tongue, thefe h“fc’ nol
feet: no right to thefe fenfes, thefe eyes, the: c:;r:,
this fmell, or tafte, I have gived myfclf clear away,

and have not retained any thing as my own, I }t\':::

 to the faith and obedience of the gofpel, how hazardaus

'ﬁﬁﬂifyﬂ, and comforter; and cherith all His motions
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been to God this morning, and told Him thae gave
myfelf awbolly to Him. n% have given every power to
Him; fo that, for the future, I will challenge no righe
in myfelf, in any refpet. I have exprelsly promifed
Him, and do now promife Almighty God, that by His
grace L will not. 1 have this morning told Him, that I
did take Him for my whole portion and felicity, look-
ing on nothing elfe as any part of my happinefs, nor
afting as if it were ; and His law for the conftant rule
of my obedience : and would fight with all my - might
againit the world, the flefh, am% the devil, to the end
n? my life. And did believe in Jefus Cluift, and re-
ceive Him s a prince and a favior'; and would adhere

nd difficlt foever the profeffion and prattice of it may
be. That I did receive the bleffed Spirit as my teacher,

enlighten, purify, confirm, comfort, and affilt me,
‘This I'have done. ~ And I ga)r God, for th:dfgkc of
fake.upon it as a felf-dedication’; and to re-

oWaslentirely His own, and fleal with melin
Céls as fuch ; whether He aflicts me or pmf?trs
Tis.

me, or whatever He pleafes to do with me who am b

Now, henceforth, I am not to a& in any reipet as my
o;vn. I thall a& as my own, |:iI.F ever I make ufe of any
of ers to any thing that is not to the of
Gofil:nmon’: make the g%nrifying Him my _w}fol?znd
entire bufinefs ; if I murmur in the leaft at aflliftions ;
if 1 grieve at the profperity of others; if I am any way
uncharitable ; if I am angry becaufe of injurys ; if [
revenge ; if I do any thing, purely to pleaic myfelf, or
if I avoid any thing for the fake of my eafe; if [ omit
any thing becaufe it is great felf-denial; if I trutt to
myfelf; if I take any of the praife of any good that I do,
or rather God does by me ; or if I am any way proud.

Tucfitay,

"



+ refolutions to the fame height; but, alas, how {oon do

‘upheld by Jefus Chrift ; who holds me up, and gives®

e r————

E_zq.i_z -

Tiefilap, Fan. 15, Tt feemed yefterday, the diy be-
fore, and Saturday, that I fhould always retain the fame

I dngn!: O; how wealk, how infirm, how unable to do
any thing am 1! What a poor inconfiftent, what a
‘miferablé wretch, without the affiltance of God's Spirit ! ]
While T ftand I am ready 16 think T ftand in my own  ~*§
firength, and upon my own legs; and [ am ready to’
triumph over my eneinys, as if it were [ myTelf thag
caufed them to flee s when, alas ! Tam but a peer infime,”

me liberty to fmile to fee my enemys fles, when He'
drives them before me 3 and fo I laugh, as the* Imyfelf
did it, when it is only Jefus Chrift leads me along, and
fights him{¢If again{t my enemys. © And now the Lo
his a lirtle left me, and ‘how weak do I find myfd
© let it teach me to depend Jefs on myRIE, to/be
humble, and give more’ of the praife of my abi
Jefus Chrift. ~The heart of man is deceitful 2

things, and defperately wicked, who can kngi#i
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