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T hath been the wifdom of the

EFA4CE.
upon His Majefty’s happy Reftau.

R Church of Englazd, ever fince the ration, it feemed probabie that a=

firft compiling of her Publick Litur-
gy, to keep the mean between the

mongit other things, the ufe of the
Liturgy alfo would return of courfe

two extremes, of too much ftiffnefs’ (the fame having never been legally

in refufing, and of too much eafinefs
in admitting any variation from it,

For, as on the one fide common-

experience fheweth, that where a
change hath been made of things
advitedly eftablifhed (no evident ne-
ceflity fo requiring) fundry incon-
veniencies have thereupon’ enfued ;
and thofe many times more and

reater than the evils, that were
ntended to be remedied by fuch
-change: So on the other fide, the
particular_forms of divine worfhip,
and the Rites and Ceremonies ap-
pointed to be ufed therein, being
things in their own nature indiffer»
ent, and alterable, and fo acknow-
Jedged; it is but reafonable, that
upon weighty’and important confi-
derations, according to the various
cxigency of times and occafions,
fucﬁ changes and alterations thould
be made therein, as to thofe that
are in place of Authority fhould
from time to time feem ecither re-
ceffary or expedient. Accordingly
we find, that in the Reigns of feve-
ral Princes of bleffed memory fince
the Reformation, the Church, upon
juft and weighty confiderations, her
thereunto moving, hath yiclded to
make fuch alterations in fome parti-
culars, as in their refpeive times
- were thought convenient: Yet fo,
-as that the main Body and Effen-
tials of it (as well in the chiefeft ma-
-terials, as in the frame and order
thercof) have ftill continued the
fame unto this day, and do yet ftand
firm and unthaken, notwithftanding
all the vain attempts and impetuous
affaults made againft it, by fuch
men as are given to change, and
have always difcovered a greater re~
gard to their own private fancies
and interefts, than to that duty they
owe to the publick.

By what “undue means, and for
what mifchievors puipofes the ufe
of the Liturgy (though enjoined by
the Laws of the Land, and thofe
Laws never yet repealed) came dur-
ing the late unhappy confufions, to
be difcontinued, is too well known
to the world, and we are not will-
ing here to remember, But when

abolithed unlefs fome timely means
were ufed to prevent it, thofe men
who under the late ufurped POWEFS
had made it a great part of their bua
finefs to render the people difaffeéted
- thereunto, faw themfelves in point
of reputation and intereft concerned
(unlefs they would freely acknoww
ledge <hemfelves to have erred,
which fuch men are very hardl
brought to do) with their utmoft
endeavours to hinder the reftitution
thereof, In order whereunto divers
Pamé)hlets were publithed againft
the Book of Common Prayer, the old
Otjedtions muftered up, with the
addition of fome new ones, more’
than formerly had been made, to
make the number fwell. In fine,
i}rcat Impertunities were ufed to
is Sacred Majefty, that the fid
Book might be revifed, and fuch
Alterations therein, and Additions
thereunto made, as thould be thought
requitite for ' he eafe of tender Con.
:fciences: whereunto His Majefty,
~out of his picus inclination to give
fatisfaétion (fo far as could be rea.
fonably expected) to all his fubje &s
of what perfuafion foever, did gra-
cioufly condefcend.

In which Review we have endea.
vcured to obferve the like modera-
tion, as we find to have been ufed
in the like cafe in former times, And
therefore of the fundrz Alterations
propofed unto us, we have reje@ed’
all fuch as were either of dangerous
confequence (as fecretly ttriking a¢

-fome eftablithed Dorine, or Jaud..
able Praétice of the Church of Eng-
land, or indeed of the whole Qatho..
lick Church of Chrift) ar elfe of no
confequence at all, but utterly fri.
volous and vain: But fuch Altera-
tions as were tendered to us (by
what perfons, under what pretena
ces, or to what purpofe foever fo
tendered) as feemed to us in any
degree requifite or €Xpedient, we
have willingly, and <f our own ac.
cord uffented unto = not enforced fo
tc do by any ftrength of Argunent
convircing us of the necefiity of
making the faid Alteratiors:® Fop
weare fully perfwaded in our judge-

ments
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ments (and we here profefs it to the
world) that the Book, as it ftood be-
fore eftablithed by Law, doth not
contain in it any thing contraxg to
the word of God, or to found Doc-
trine, or which a godly man may
pot with a good Coniciénce ufe and

fubmit -unto, or which is not fairly

defenfible againft any that fhall op-
fe the fame: if it fhall be allowed
?&h juft and favourable conftruc-

tion as in common equity ought to

be allowed to ail human Writin Sy
efpecially fuch as are fet forth ‘{
Authority, and even to the very be:
Tranflations of the holy Scripture
itfelf. L

-~ Qur general aim therefore in this
undertaking was, naot to gratify this
or that party in any their unrea-
fonable demands ; but to do that,
which to our beft underftandings,
we conceived might moft tend to
the prefervation of Peace and Uni-
ty in the Church; the procuring of
Reverence, and exciting of Piety
and Devotion in the publick Wor-
fhip of God; and the cutting off
occafion from them that feek occa-
fion of cavil, or quarrel againft the
Liturgy of the Church. And as to
the feveral variations from the for-
mer Book, whether by Alteration,
Addition, or othérwife, it fhall fuf-
fice" to give this general account :
‘That ‘mott of the Alterations, were
‘made, either firft, for the better di-
redion of them that are to officiate

“in anygxax:t of Divine Service ; which

s chiefly done in the Ca'endars and
RubricKks: Or fecondly, for the more
proper expreffing of fome words or
phrafes of ancient ufage in terms
more fuitable to the language of the
prefent times, and the clearer ex-
Planation of fome other words and
phrafes, that were either of doubtful
fignification, or otherwife liable to
mifconftruétion: Or thirdly, for a
more perfett rendering of fach por-

tiens of holy Scripture, as are inw
ferted into the Liturgy: which in
the Epiftles and Gofpels elpecially,
and in fundry other places, are now
ordered to be read according to the
laft Tranflation: and that it was
thought convenient, - that fome
Pr:?'ers and Thank{l;%ivings, fitted
to fpecial occafions, thould be added
in their due places ; particularly for
thofe at Sea, together with an Office
for the Baptifm of fuch as are of
riper years; which, although not
fo neceffary when the former Book
was compiled, yet by the growth of
Anabapti/m, throughthe licentioufnefs
of the late t:mes crept in amongft
us, is now become neceffary, and
may be always ufeful for the bap.
tizing of Natives in our Plantations,
and others converted to the Faith,
If any man, who fhall defire a more
particular account of the feveral Al
terations in any part of the Litur. Y
1hall take the pains to compare the
prefent Book with the former; we
doubt not but ‘the reafon of the
change may eafily appear,

And having thus endeavoured to

1

difcharge our duties in this weiglity |

Affair, as in the fight of God, and
to approve our fincerity therein (fo
faras lay in us) to the confciences
of all men; although we know it
impoffible (in fuch variety of a pre-
hcn(xons, bumours, and intere) S, as
are in the world) to pleafe all; nor
can expet that men of faious
Eeevx(h and perverfe fpirits thould
¢ fatisfied with any thing that can
be done in this kind by any other
than themfelves: Yet we have good
hope, that what is here prefented,
and hath been by the Convocations
of both Provinces with great dili-
ence examined and approved, will
Ee alfo well accepted and approved
by ali fober, peaceable, an. truly
confcientious Sons of the Church
of England, ! ’

C O



