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Articles of Religion.

«€annot be taught without ar-
‘rogancy and impiety. For by
them men do declare, That
they do_not only render unto
God as much as they are bound
to do, but that they do more
for his fake, than of bounden
duty is required : Whereas
Chrift faith plainly, When ye
have done all that are com-
manded to you, fay, We are
unprofitable fervants,

XV. OF Chriff alone avithout
Sin,
CHriﬁ in the truth of our
- nature was made like un-
to usin all things (fin only ex-
€ept) from which he was clear-
}y void, both in his flefh, and
in his {pirit. He came to be
the Lamb without fpot,who by
facrifice of himfelf once made,
thould take away the fins of
the world : and fin (as St. Fobn
faith) was not in him, But all
we the reft (although baptized
and born again in Chrift) yet
oftend in many things, and if
we fay we have no fin, we de-
ceive ourfelves, and the truth
1s not in us.

XVI. Of Sin afrer Baptifin.

No:r every deadly fin, wil-

lingly ‘committed after
Baptifm, is fin againft the Ho-
Iy Ghott, and unpardonable.
Wherefore the grant of re-
pentance is not to be denied
to fuch as fall into fin after
Baptifm. ~After we have re-
ceived the Holy Ghoft, we
may depart from grace given,

and fall into fin; and-by the .

grace of God we may arife
again, and amend our lives.
And therefore they are to be
condemned, which fay, they
can no more fin as long as
they live here, or deny the
place of forgivenefs to fuch as
truly repent.

XVII. Of Predfiination and.
Eleftion.

jRedeftination to life is' the

everlafting purpofe of God,

whereby (before the founda-
tions of the world were laid)
he hath conflantly decreed, by
his counfel, fecret to us, to de-
liver from curfe and damna-
tion thofe whom he hath cho-
fen in Chrift out of mankind,
and to bring them by Chrift to
everlafting falvation, as veflels
made to honour. Wherefore
they, which be endued with fo
excellent a benefit of God, be
called according to God’s pur-
pofe by his Spirit working in
due feafon ; they through grace
obey the calling : they be jufti-
fied freely : they be made fons

of God by adoption : they be
made like the image of his on-
ly-begotten Son Jefus Chrift :

they walk religionfly in good

works, and at length, by God’s

mercy, they attain te everlaft-
ing felicity.

As the godly confideration
of Predeftination, and our E-
lection in Chyiftis full of fiveet,
pleafant,and unfpeakable eom-
fort to godly perfons, and fuch
as feel in themfelves the work-
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ing of the Spiritof Chrift, mor-
tifying the works of the flefh,
and theirearthly members, gmd
drawing up their mind to high
and heavenly things, as well
becaufe it doth greatly efta-
blifh and confirm their faith of

" eternal falvation, to be enjoy-

ed through Chrift, as becau.fe
it doth fervently kindle their
love towards God : So, for cu-
rious and carnal perfons, lack-

~ ing the fpirit of Chrift, to have

continvally before their eyes
the Sentence of God’s Prede-
ftination, is 2 moft dangerous
downfall, whereby the Devil
doth thruft them either into de-
fperation, or into wretchlefnefs
of moft uncleanliving, no lefs
perilous than defperation.

Furthermore, we muft re-
ceive God’s Promifes in fuch-
wife, as they be generally fet
forth to us in holy Scripture :
And in ourdoings, that Willof
God is to be followed, which
we have exprefly declared unto
us in the Word of God.

XVIIL. Of obtaining eternal
Salvation only by the Name of
Chrift.

’ THEY alfo are to be had

accurfed, that prefume
to fay, that every man fhall.be
faved by the Law or Set which
he profeifeth, fo that he be di-
ligent to frame his life accord-

ing to that Law, and the Light-

of Nature. For holy Scripture
doth fet out unto us only the
Name of Jefus Chrift, whereby
men maft be faved.

XIX. Of the Church.

ne vifible Church .of

Chrift is a Congregation
of faithful men, in the whxc_h
the pure Word of God is
preached, and the Sacraments
be duly miniftered accqrdm§
to Chrift’s Ordinance, in al
thofe things that of neceflity
are requifite to the fame_.

As the Church of Hierufa-
lem, Alexandria, and Antioch,
have erred ; fo alfo the'Church
of Rome hath erred, not only
in their living and manner of
Ceremonies, %ut alfo in mat-
ters of Faith.

XX. Of the Authority of the
. Church.

ge Church hath power to

decree Rites or Ceremo-
nies, and Authority in Com-
troverfies of Faith: And yet
it is not lawful for the Church
to ordain any thing that is eon-
trary to God’s Word written 3
neither may it fo expound one
place of Scripture, that it be
repugnant to another. Where-
fore although the Church be-a
Witnefs and a Keeper of Holy
‘Writ, yet as it ought not to
decree ‘any thing againft the
fame, fo befides the fame ought
it not to enforce any thin
to be believed for neceffity o
falvation, ‘

XXI. Of the Authority of
General Councils.
Eneral Councils may nog
be gathered together with-
out the commandment and witt
of Princes. And when they be
gathered



