A COMMINATION, or denouncing of God’s
anger and judgements againft finners, with cer-
tain Prayers to be ufed on the firft day of Lent, and
at other times, as the Ordinary fhall appoint.

& After Morning Prayer, the Litany ended according to the accufiom-
ed manner, the Priefp jhall in the Reading-Pew or Pulpit fay,

BRethren, in the primitive
Church there was a godly
difcipline, that at the begin-
ning of Lent, fuch perfons as
ftood convicted of notorious
fin, were put to open penance,
and punifhed in this world,
that their fouls might be faved
in the day of the Lord; and
that others, admonifhed by
their example, might be the
more afraid to offend.

Inftead whereof (until the
faid difcipline may be reftored
again, which is much to be
withed) it is thought good,
that at this time (in the pre-
Afence of you all) fhould be
read the general fentences of
God’s curfing againft impeni-
tent finners, gathered out of
‘the feven and twentieth chap-
ter of Deuteronomy, and other
places of Scripture; and that
*.ye fhould anfwer to every fen-
tence, Amen: 'To the intent
that being admonifhed of the
great indignation of God a-
gainft finners, ye may the ra-
ther be moved to earneft and
true repentance, and may walk
more warily in thefe dangerous
days ; fleeing from fuch vices,
for which ye affirm with your
own mouths the curfe of God
10 be due.

Urfed is the man that mak.
eth any carved or molten
image, to worthip it.

€ Aud the People fball anfaver,
: and fay, Amen.

Minifter. Curfed is he that
curfeth his father or mother.

Anfwer. Amen. ’

Minifier, Curfed is he- that
removeth his neighbour’sland-
mark,

Anjwer. Amen.

Minifter. Curfed is he that
maketh the blind to go out of
his way.

Anfwer. Amen.

Minifter. Curfed is he that
perverteth the judgement of
the ftranger, the fatherlefs, and
widow,

Anfwer, Amen,

Minifter. Curfed is he that
fmiteth his neighbour fecret-
ydnﬁver. Anen.

Minifter. Curfed is he that
lieth with neighbour’s wife.

Anfawer. Amen.

Miniffer. Curfed is he that
taketh reward to flay the in-
nocent.

Anfaver. Amen.

Minifter. Curfed is he that
putteth his truft in man, "and
takesh man for his defence,

and
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and .in his heart goeth from
the Lord.
Anfwer, Amen. -
Mizifter. Curfed are the un-
merciful, fornicators, and a-
dulterers, covetous perfons,
idolaters, flanderers, drunk-
:ards, and extortioners.
Anfwer., Amen.

Minifter.

' 'Now féeinF that all they
€

are accurfed (as the pro-
phet David beareth witnefs)

-who do err and go aftray from

the commandments of God,
let us(remembering the dread-
ful judgement hanging over-
our heads, and always ready
to fall upon us) retarn unto
our Lord God with all con-
trition and meeknefs of heart;
bewailing and lamenting our
finful life, acknowledging and
confefling our offences, and
Jeeking to bring forth worthy
fruits of penance. For now is
the ax put unto the root of the
trees, {o that every tree that
bringeth not forth good fruit
is hewn down, and caft into
the-fire. Itis a fearful thing
to-fall into the hands of the
living God. He fhall pour
down rain upon the finners,
{fnares, fireand brimftene, ftorm
and tempeft ; this fhall be their
‘portion to drink. For lo, the

ord is come out of his place,
to vifit the wickednefs of fuch
s dwell upon the earth. But
who may abide the day of his
coming ? Who fhall be able to
endure when he appeareth?
His fan is in his hand, and he
will purge his floor, and gather

his wheat into the barn; bLut
he will burn the chaff with un-
quenchable fire. The day of
the Lord cometh as a thief in
the night : and when men fhall
fay, Peace, and all things are
fafe, then fhall fudden deftruc~
tion come upon them, as for-
row cometh upon a woman tra-
vailing with child, and they
fhall not efcape. Then fhall
appear the wrath of God in the
day of vengeance, which obiti-
nate finners, through the ftub-
bornnefs of their heart, have
heaped unto themfelves ; which
defpifed the goodnefs, patience,
and long fuffering of God,
when he calleth them continu-
ally to repentance. Then fhall
they call upon me (faith the
Lord) but I will not hear; they
fhall feek me early, but they
thall not find me; and that be-
caufe they hated knowledge,
and received not the fear of the
Lord, but abhorred my coun-
fel, and defpifed my correttion.
Then fhall it be too late to
knock, when the door fhall be
thut; and too late to cry for
mercy, when it is the time of
juftice. O terrible voiceof moft
juft judgement, which fhall be
pronounced upon them, when
it thall be faid unto them, Go
ye curfed into the fire everlaft-
ing, which is prepared for the
devil and his angels. There-
fore, brethren, take we heed bee
time, while the day of falvation
lafteth ; for the night cometh
when none can work : But let
us, while we have the light, be-
lieve in the light, and walk as
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