The firfe Sunday in Lent.

he is gracious and merciful,
flow to anger, and of ereat
kindnefs, and repenteth him of
.the evil.. 'Who knoweth if he
will return and repent! and
leave a blefling’ beﬁind’ﬁim,
even a meat-offering; “and a
drink-oﬁ'en'ng, unto the Lord
your God:?-Blow the trampet
in Zion, {an&ify a faft; call a
folemn affembly, gather the
people, fan&ify the congrega-
tion, aflemble the elders, ga-
ther the children, and thofe
that fuck the breafts ; let the
bridegroom go forth of his
chamber, andg the bride out of
her clofet; et the priefts, the
minifters of the Lord, weep
between the porch and the al-
tar, and let them fay, Spare thy
people, O Lord, and give not
thine heritage to reproach, that
‘the heathen fhould rule over
them : Wherefore fhould they
fay among the people, Where
is their God ? »

The Gofpel. S. Matth. 6. 16,

X THEN vye faft, be not as

V the hypocrites, of afad
countenance : for they disfi-
gure their faces; that they may
appear unto men to faft. Veri-
ly I fay unto you, they have
their reward. But thou, when
thou fafteft, anoint thine head,
and wath thy face: that thou
appear not‘unto men to faft,
but unto thy Father which is in
fecret : and thy Father which
feeth in fecret fhall reward thee
openly.: Lay notup for your-

#
A

felwes. treafures mpon earth,

where moth and ruft doth cote.
rupt, and were thieves break |

throngh and feal : But lay up J& '
for yourfelves treafures in hea- . §¥

ven, where neither moth nor - |
ruft doth corrupt, and where -

thieves do not break through - -

nor fteal ; For where your trea- -,
fareljs, there will your heart _
bealfo, -~ - :

The Jirft Sunday in Lent.

The Collet, o

O Lord, who for our fake
didft faft forty days and

forty nights ; Give us grace to.
ufe fuch abftinence, that our -
flefli being fubdued to the fpirit,
we may ever obey thy gedly
motions - in righteoufnefs_and. .
true holinefs, to thy honourand
glory, who liveft and reigneft .
with the Father and the Holy
Ghoft, one God, world with-

out end. Amen.
The Epiftle. ‘2 Cor..6. 1.

E then, as workers toge-
ther with him, befeech
you alfo that ye receive not
“‘the grace of God in vain. For
he faith, I have heard theein a
time accepted, and -in the day
of falvation have I fuccoured
thee: behold, noew is the ac-
cepted time ; behold, now is
the day of falvation. Giving
no offence in any thing, that
the' miniftry be not blamed :
vbut in-all things approving our~
felves as the minifters of God,
in much patience, in afli&tions,
in neceflities, in diftrefles, in
: ftripes,




