Concerning the Service of the Church.

’
THERE was never any thing l?'
the wit of man fo well devifed,
or fo f{ure eftablithed, which in con-
tinuance of time, hath not been cor-
rupted ;. As, among other things, it
may plainly appear by the Common
Prayers in the Church, commonly
called Diwine Serwice, The firft ori-
ginal and fround whereof, if any
man would fearch out by the an-
cient Fathers, he fhall find, that the
fame was not ordained but of a good
purpofe, and for a great advance-
ment of godlinefs. For they fo or-
dered the matter, that all the whole
Bible, (or the greateft part thereof)
fhould be read over once every year;
intending thereby, that the Clergy,
and efpecially fuch as were minifters
in the congregation, fhould (by often
reading and meditation in God’s
word) be ftirred up to godlinefs
themfelves, and be more able to ex-
hort others by wholefome Doétrine,
and to confute them that were ad-
verfaries to the Truth ; and further,
that the ple (by daily hearing of
the holy Scriptureread inthe Church)
might continually profit more and
more in the knowledge of God, and
be the more inflamed with the love
of his true Religion. X
But thefe many years pafled, this
godly and decent order of the anci-
ent Fathers hath been fo altered,
broken and negleéted by planting in
uncertain Stories, and Legends, with
multitude of Refponds, Verfes, vain
Repetitions, Commemorations and
Synodals; that commonly when any
Book of the Bible was begun, after
three or four Chapters were read
out, all the reft were unread. And
in this fort the Book of Iiab was
begun in Adwvent, and the Book of
Genefis in Septuagefima; but they were
only begun and never read through:
After like fort were other Books of
holy Scripture ufed. And moreover,
whereas "St. Paxl would have fuch
language fpoken to the people in the
Church, as they might underftand
and have profit by hearing the fame;
The Service in this Church of Erg-
land thefe many years hath been
read in Latin to the people, which
they underftand not; fo that they
have heard with their ears only, and
their heart, {pirit'and mind have not
been edified thereby. And further-
more, notwithftanding that the an-
cient I athers, have divided the puims

into feven Portions, whereof every
one was called a NofZurn: Now o
late time a few of them have been
daily faid, and the reft utterly omit-
ted. Moreover, the number and hard-
nefs of the Rules called the Pie, and
the manifold changings of the Ser-
vice, was the caufe, that to turn the
Book only was fo hard and intricate
a matter, that many times there was
more bufinefs to find out what fhould
be read, than to read it when it was
found out, ’

Thefe inconveniences therefore
confidered, here is fet forth fuch an
Order whereby the fame fhall be re-
dreffed. And for a readinefs in this
matter, here is drawn out a Calen-
dar for that purpofe, which is plain
and eafy to %e underftood ; where-
in glfo much as may be) the reading
of holy Scripture is fo fet forth, that
all things fhall be done in order
without breaking onc piece from
another. For this caufe be cut off
Anthems, Refponds, Invitatories,
and fuch like things as did break the
continual courfe of the reading of
the Scripture,

Yet, becaufe there is no remedy,
but that of nectffity, there muit be
fome Rules ; therefore certain Rules
are here fet forth; which, as they
are few in number, fo they are plain
and eafy to be underftood. So that
here you have an Order for Prayer,
and for the reading of the holy
Scripture, much agreeable to the
mind and purpofe of the old Fa-
thers, and a great deal more profit-
able and commodious, than that
which of late was ufed. It is more

_profitable, becaufe here are left out

many things, whereof fome are un-
true, fome uncertain, fome vain and
fuperftitious ; and nothing is or-
dained to be read, but the very pure
‘Word of God, the holy Scripture, or
that which is agreeable to the fame ;
and that in fuch a Language and Or-
der as is moft eafy and plain for the
underftarding both of the Readers
and Hearers. Itis alfo more commo-
dious, both for the thortnefs thereof,
and for the plainnefs of the Order,and

forthat the Rules be few and eafy.
And whereas heretofore there hath
been great diverfity in faying and
finging in Churches within this
Realm ; fome following Salisbury
Ufe, fome Herefurd Ufe, and fome the
Ufle of Bangor, fome of York, lome of
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Of Ceremonies.

Lincolz 3. now from henceforth all
{l}c whole Realm fhall have but one

e,

And forafmuch as nothing can be
fo plainly fet forth, but doubts may
arife in the ufe and praélice of the
fame ;. to appeafe all fuch diverfity
{if any arife) and for the refolution
of all doubts, concerning the man-
per how to underftand, do, and exe-
cute the things contained in this
Book ; the parties that fo doubt, or.
diverfly take any thing, fhall alway
refort to the Bifhop of the Diocefe,
who by his difcretion fhall take or-
der for the quieting and appeafing of
the fame; fo that the fam: order be
pot contrary to any thing contained
in this Book. And if the Bifthop of
the Diocefe be in doubt, then he
may fend for the refolution thercof
to the Archbifhop. . -

. ¢ Though it be appointed, That
¢ all things fhall be reag and fung in

¢ the Church in the Emglim- Tongug
¢ to the end that the congregation,
‘may be thereby edified; yet it is
¢ not meant, but that when men fay
¢ Morning and Evening Prayer pri-
¢ vately, they may fay the fame in
¢ any lanzuage that they themfelves
¢ do underitand,

¢ And all Priefts and Deacons are
¢ to fay daily the Morning and Eve-
‘ning Prayer either privately or
¢ openly, not being let by ficknefs,
¢ or fome other urgent caufe.

¢ And the Curate that miniftereth
¢ in every Parifh-Church or Chapel,
‘ being at home, and not being o-
¢ therwife reafonably hindered, fhall
“ fay the fame in the Parith-Church
‘or Chapel where he miniftereth,
¢ and fhal caufe. a Bell to be tolled
¢ thereunto a convenient time be-
¢ fore he begin, that the people maj
‘ come to hear God’s Word, and to
¢ pray with him.

OF Ceremenies, Why fome be

F fuch Ceremonies as be ufed in
the church, and haye had their
beginning by the inftitution of man,
fome at the firft were of godly in-
tent and purpefe-devifed, and yet at
ksgth turned to vanity and fuper~
ition: Some entered into "the
Church by undifcreet Devotion, and
fuch zeal as was without know-
ledge; and for becaufe they were
winked at in the “beginning, they
g{]ew daily to more and more A-
fes, which not cnl}/ for -their un-
rofitablenefs, but alfo becaufe they
ve much blinded the people, and
fcured the Glory of God, are wor-
thy to be cut away, and clean reje@-
ed: Other there be, which although
they have bheen devifed b{ man, yet
it is thought good to referve them:
fAill, as well for a decent Order in
the Church Sfor the which they were
firt devifed) as becaufe they pertain
to edification, whereunto all things
done in the Church (as the Apoftle
teacheth) ought to be referred,

And although the keeping or
omitting of a Ceremony, in itfelf
confidered, is but a fmall thing; yet
the wilful and contemptuous tranf-
greflion and breaking of a common
Order and Difcipline, is no fmall of-
fence before God. Ler al epings ve

abolifped, and fome retained.

done among you, faith Saint Paul, in
a feemly and.due Order: The appoints
ment of which Order pertaineth not
to private men; therefore no man
ought to take in hand, nor prefums
to appoint .or alter any puglick oF
common Order in Chrift's Church
except, he be lawfully called and
authorized thereunto,

And whereas in this our time, the
minds of men- are fo-diverfe, that
fome think it a great matter of Con-
{cience to depart from _a piece of the
leaft of their Ceremonies, they be fo
addicted to their old cuftoms; and
again on the other fide, fome be fo
new-fangled, that they would inno
vate ‘all things, and fo defpife the
old, that no hing can like them, bug
that is new: it was thought expe.
dient, not fo much to have refpet
how to pleafe, and fatisfy either of
thefe partigs, as how to pleafe God,
and profit_them both. And yet left
any man fhould be offended, whom
good reafon might fatisfy, here be
certain caufes rendered, why fome
of the accuftomed Ceremonies be

ut away, and fome retained and
'eg il

ome are put away, becavfe the
great excefs and multitude of them

ath {o increafed in thefe latter dags,
that



