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From Eaft to Weft, from North to South,
Now be his Name ador’d !

Eurore, with all thy millions, fhout
Hofannahs to thy Lord!

Asia and Arrica, relound
From fhore to tfhore his Fame:
And thou, Amekica, in fongs
Redeeming Love proclaim !
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AN ACCOUNT

©OF THE
PARTICULAR BAPTIST SOCIETY
FOR
PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL
AMONG THE HEATHEN j
INCLUDING
A NARRATIVE OF ITS RISE AND PLAN:

With a [bort Addrefs earneffly vecommending this benevolent
Defign.

THE object of this fociety is to evangelize the poor, dark,

idolatrous heathen, by fending miflionaries into different

parts of the world, where the glotious gofpel of Chrift is

not at prefent publifhed, to preach the glad tidings of falvas

tion by the blood of the Lamb. ‘

It 15 a very aftecling fact that according to the loweft
computation, there areat this moment above FOUR HUNDRED
MILLIONS of our fellow-men in a ftate of pagan darknefs
many of whom (as the inhabitants of New Zealand, and
moft of the iflands in the Pacific Ocean) not only live in the
habits of offering human facrifices, but are mofl certainly
proved to be abfolute cannibals, frequently engaging in wars,
and feafting on the flefh of their enemies, ‘

Can it then be an object unworthy of the moft ardent and
perfevering purfuit, to diffeminate among them the humane
and faving principles of the chriftian religion, in order to
bring thefe uncivilized barbarians to yield obedience to the
Prince of Peace, and to found chriftian churches in places.
which now exhibit nothing but fcenes of defolation ?

Were thefe ignorant immortals but thoroughly inftructed
in the doCirines and precepts of chriftanity, their civiliza-
tion would naturally follow. And what miferies would be
hereby prevented ! How great the bleflings that muft cer-
tainly enfue, on their reception of the glorious gofpel of the
blefled God !

‘What pains and expenfe does it not deferve to attempt
to refcue at leaft fome out of fo many millions from ruin !
"Was man formed in the image of his God, and is it not de-
firable to endeavour to ufe thofe means which are calculated
to reftore that loft image? Is man the reprefentative of
Deity, to the inferior creation, and ought be to be neglefted
and deferted, though in a ruinous flate ? Hath not God

432 made
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made of one blood all nations, 2nd fhall not we refpect all otir
fellow-creatures as ‘brethren 7 And if we really confider
them as fuch, fhould. not love and compaflion excite us to
promote their prefent, and efpecially their eternal welfare ?
Did the Saviour ftoop fo low as to vifit our benighted, wretch-
ed, finful world, to recover an apoftate’ race from de-
ferved ruin ? Were the moft undeferving and guilty, the
moit finful and depraved, mads the ohjeéts of his felf-moved
compaflion ? Can we give a better evidence of our partaking
of his grace, than by an earneft endeavour to imirate his ex-
ample, and to fubferve the defign of lis coming into the
world, and laying down his precious life 3 by labouring to
promote the falvation of the moft ignorant and helplefs of
mankind

Do we, indeed, believe the gofpel ? Do we receive it in
reality noc 2s the word of man, but of God? Do we admiz
into our minds the repréfentations therein given of the ftate
of man 7 Have we experienced the remedy in any meafure,
and can we be willing this remedy for perithing {ouls fhould
remain fo very much unknown to the greater part of the
world ? 'Or rather, if we have experienced its healing in-
fluence, Thall we not be concerned that this golpel, with all
its treafures and confolations, thould be univerfally known ?

Ah! if the foul of a Hottentot, 2 Hindoo, or a Negro . . . -
be like mine ! And who can difpute it 2—Capable of be-
coming like God in his moral image—Capable of enjoying
hix_s favour and love—~Capable of communing with him, gle-
tifying him, and being happy . in his fmiles forever ! How
defivabie i3 it to be infirumental to Tuch inexprefibly glorious
ends !

Never let us yield to difcouragements from the apprehen-
fion that the attempt would be in vain. If we have duly
confidercd the methods whereby God has already accom-
plifhed the defigns of his grace in fome degree, we cannot
confiftently objet to the adoption of fimilar meafures now.
The Ad¥s of the Apoftles (thofe moft ancient records of chrif~
tian hiftory) fhew us, that God hath ' chofen to propa-
gate his truth among mankind by the efforts of their fellow-
men, committing the precious treafure of the gofpel into
¢ earthenveflels,” that the excellence of the power mightthe
more eminenily appear to be of God, and not of men.

The Fefiiits and other Popifb miflionaries have, in modern
times, taken immenfe pains to. propagate their very defective
and corrupt kind of chriftianity, in divers heathen countrics.
And our proteftant brethren belonging to other nations have

laboured
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{aboured with confiderable fuccefs.  Efpecially the Danifb
miflion to the coaft of Coromandel, in the Fafi-Indies, has
fince the year 1706 brought above 18,000 Gentoos to the
profeffion of chriftianity.  The Dutch, in the ifland of
Ceylon, and other of their Eaft-India fettlements, have
had ftill more extenfive fuccels.—In North-America, the
apoftolic Blisrt, in the laft century, was the chief inftrument
of the evident and thorough converfion of many of the
native Indians, and by his labours, and that of other excel-
lent Peedobaptift minifters, feveral churches were raifed from
among thole poor Tavages, fome of which were fupplied
with minifters of their own race, and others with Anglo-
Americans. Nor were the Baptiffs without a hand in that
blefled work. In the prefent century, the Prefyterian focicty
in Scotland for propagating chriftian kmvavledge has lent its
{upport to feveral uleful miflionaries among the American
Indians.  The excellent Dawvid Brainerd; an account «of
- whofe life and fingular fuccels amoeng the Indians was pub-
lithed by Prefident Edwards, and afrer him his brother
Sohn Brainerd, weve fupported by this fociety. They ftill
afford their affiftance to Mr. Kirkbland, from whom yery
pleafing accounts have been lately received 5 and there is alfo
a Mr. Sergeant that is fuccefsfully employed among the
Indians at this time.—The Moravian Brethren have, within
thefe fixty years paft, fent miffionaries to various heathen
nations, and have difcovered a zeal for the propagation of the
gofpel, which ought to proveke in all other denominations
of chriftians, 2 godly emulation. Their fuccefs has been
remarkable among the Greenlanders and in the Danifb Wefl-
Indig-Tflands. 'They allo have {ent miffionarics among the
American Indiais, and the Efguimaux on the coalt of Lebra-
dor, who have been hopefully owned for the converfion of
fouls 5 and have attempted to preach the gofpel to the Tar-
tarsy and to the Hottentots, to which laft people they are
about to repew their mifion. We are informed, that in
the year 1788 they had in their {ocieties above 15000 con-
verted heathen.  'The Weflean Methsdifis have, within thefe
few years, attempted a miffion to the’ Caribbs, who are na-
tives of the Welt-India iflands, and have laboured with fuc-
cels among the negro flaves -in' thofe iflands.«—The Iabours
of brother George Liele, the Baptift negro in Famaica, have
been greatly blelled among his fellow Africans both bond
and free, ’_l‘he {uccels of our worthy brethren, who have
thus hazavded their lives for the fake of the Lord Jefus, may
fetve at once as a reproof to our indolence, and as a fpur to
§ 433 oux
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our altivity, Who that realizes the value of one immortal
foul, but muft be flimulated by thefe brilliant fuccefles to
aflift in extending the kingdom of God ?

To fuch an effort, arguments of the moft powerful nature
muft impel every believer in divine revelation, and well
wither to mankind : for various as the different opinions of
chriftians may be with refpect to particular parts of the
golpel-fcheme, all will agree in this, that the facred ferips
tures aflure us of the univerfal conquefts of the Redeemer,
that ¢ his dominion fhall extend from fea to fea, even to the
ends of the earth:” that ¢ the kingdoms of this world fhall
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chrift;” and
that  the ifles {hall wait for his law.”

‘Will not God, who feeth the heart, be well pleafed with
every fincere and earnelt effort to promote his blefled caufe ?
‘Without the divine blefling, we readily believe nothing ta
purpofe can be effeted.  But is this an excufe for ina&ivity
and floth? are we not encouraged by innumerable promifes
and prophecies of the divine word; and by an evident blefi-
ing crowning the labours of our brethyen and predeceflors ?
Let then every chriftian who loves the gofpel, and to whom
the fouls of men are dear, come forward in this noble caufe.
1f God hath given us of this world’s goods, to what more
valuable purpofe can we apply a portion of them than in en-

-deavouring to fend to our poor brethren the bread of life, of
which they ftand in fuch perithing need? Let every one that
1s free-hearted offer unto the Lord.  For the filver and gold,
as well as our fouls which he bought with his blood, are not
our ‘own, but his. And whether we can or cannot thus
honour him with our fubftance, let us attend the generous
donations of thole that are able to contribute to the fupport
of his caafe, with our moft fervent prayers. Many chrift)
tian- focieties have, for fome years back, united in extraor-
dinary prayer, for the enlargement of the Redeemer’s king-
dom: than which nothing can be a more certain harbinger
of fuccels. Let us perfift, and we fhall prevail. Pray ye
for the peace and increafe of the church, they fhall profper
that love her;  Ye that mention the name of the Lord keep
not filence yourfelves, nor let him reft in filence, until he
eftablifh, and until he render Jerufalem a praife in the earth,

The Socrery took its rife in the following manner ;

IN the year 1491, at a Minifters’ meeting at Clipfore, in
Northampton/bire, after two difcourfes: had been preached
by
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by Brother Swtc/iff and Brothe_r Fuller, on Fealoufy for the Lord
sf Hyfls, and The pernicious rfﬁszﬁce- of Delpy ; a query was
propofed by Brother Carey, If it were not practicable, and
our boundén duty to attempt fomewhat toward fpreading the
gofpel in the Heathen world? As the public fetvice had
been attended with more than ordinary folemnity, fo this
donfultation was managed with a good degree of ferious and
earncit concern to exert outfelves for the propagation of the
kingdom of our Lord. But the principal thing then;
agreed upon, was, to defire Brother Carey, upon whofe mind
the fubject had been laid with peculiar weight for a confider-)
able time, to draw up his thoughts concerning it, and pub-
lith them.— At the next affociation of the Baptift churches at
Oaklbarm, June 16, 1791, it was defired by the minifters who
had been prefent at Clipflone, that Brothers Suteliff and Fuller
would print their fermons, mentioned above ; with which re-
queflt they complicd.  Some months after, Brother Carey

- printed his pamphlet, entitled, An Enguiry into the Obligations
of Ghriftians toufe Means for the Converfion of the Heathen, &,
At thé next annual meeting of the affociation at Nostingham,
May 31, 1792, the fubject was revived, and a refolution
made, That a plan be prepared againft the next Minifters®
meeting at Kettering, for forming a Baptift fociety for propagate
ing the gofpel among 1he Heathen.  And Brother Carey gene-
roully engaged, that whatever profits might arife from his
late publication, thould be devoted to the ufe of fuch afociety :
Accordingly at the Minifters’ meeting at Ketrering, OCL. 2,
1792, after the public fervices of the day were over, the
minilters retired to confult farther on the fubjedt, and to lay
at leaft a foundation for a fociety ; when the following vefo-
lutions were propofed and unanimouily agreed to:

Refolutions at ameeting of Minifters of the Particular Baptift
denomination, held at Kettering, in Northampion/birey, Ot
2 192,

1. Defirous of making an effort for the propagation of the
gofpel amongtt the Heathen,agreeably to whatisrecommended
in Brother Corey’s late publication on that fubje&, we, whofe
names appear n the fubfequent fubfeription, do folemnly
agree to act in fociety together for that purpoie. .

2. Asin the prefent divided ftate of Chriftendom, it
feems that cach denomination, by exerting itfelf feparately, is
moft likely to accomplith the great ends of a miffion, it is
agreed, that this fociety be called, The Particuler Baptift
Society for propagating the Gafpel amongt the Heathen.

3. As {uch an undertaking muft needs be attended with

Add gxpende,
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expenfe, we agree immediately to open a fubfeription for
the above purpofe, and to recormmend it to others.

4. Every perfon who fhall {ubferibe ten pounds at once,
or ten fhillings and fixpence annually, fhall be confidered as
a member of the {ociety.

5. That the Rev, Mefivs. John Ryland, Reynold Hogg,
William Carey, Jobn Sutcliff, and Andrew Fuller, be ap-
pointed a committee, three of whom {hall be empowered to
act in carrying into effect the purpofes of the fociety.

6. That the Rev. Reynold Hogg be appointed treafurer,
and Rev, dndrew Fuller {ecretary.

7. That the fubfcriptions be paid in at the Northampion
Minifters’ meeting, O¢Et, 31, 17923 at which time the fub-
jedt fhall be confidered more particularly, by the committee
and other {ubfcribers who may be prefent.

Signed, John Ryland, Reynold Hogg, John Sutcliff, A.
Fuller, Abraham Greenwood, Edward Sharman, Jeofhua
Burton, Samucl Pearce, Thomas Blundell, William Heigh-
ton, John Eayres, Jof. Timms; whofe fubfcriptions in all
amount to 13l. 25 6d. ;

Second Meeting of the Primary Society, -at Northampton,
Ottober 315 1792, - .

‘The fecretary chofen at the former meeting, beingill, fent

“a written copy of the former refolutions, with an account of

two new fubfcribers of one guinea, one of which engages to

continue it annually 3 and alfo information from Brother

Garey, who was likewife prevented from attending, that a

gentleman from Northumberland had promifed to fend him

twenty pounds for the fociety, and had engaged further to
fubferibe four guineas annually.

“Brother Pearce of Birmingham gave us information thae
having mentioned the bufinefs to his friends, at his return
from the firlt meeting, wnd preached upoa the fubjedt, ‘they
were fo fuitably affected with the importance of the affair,
as immediately, without any perfonal -.1pp]icatioﬁ to an indi-
vidugl, fo offer their gencrous contributions, which they
fent by Mr. Pearce to the amount ef feventy pounds, which
he paid into the hands of the treafurer,

Our good friends of Birmingham allo adopted a moft
agreeable plan, of forming a dillinct {ociety in aid of the
miflion, for the purpole of receiving both occafional contri-
butions, and annual, quarterly, or weekly fubfcriptions, and
to co-operate by every other means in their power with the
primary fociety, in purfuing the grand object we have con-
jointly in view. L
B : At
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(At this meeting at Norrbmzm{an, two other friends fub-
feribed and paid two guineas a-piece, two more one guinea
each, and another half a guinea, making fix gnineas and a
half in all.—And fTuch members as were prefent of the firfk
fubfcribers paid their fubferiptions into the hands of the
treafurer; who propofed to put the fum now received into
the hands of a banker who will pay intercit for the fame.

"The following refolves were pafied :

1. Refolved, That the moft hearty thanks of the primary
{ociety are duc to the congregation in Cannon-ftreet, Bir-
aingham, for their generous exertions in fo good a caufe.

2. That we cordially approve of the ftep taken by our
friendsin Birmingham, in forming an afliftant fociety, to ack
in conjunétion and union with the focicty begun by the:
Northamptor and Leiceffer/bire aflfociation.

3. That if this plan fhall meet with the general or inereals
ing approbation of the Baptift churches, we fhall rejoice to
find a number of correfponding united focieties formed in
different parts of the kingdom.

4. That Brother Pearce of Birmingham, who was a mem-,
ber of the primary fociety, and is the delegate from the corre-
{ponding focicty at Birmingham, be confidered as a member
of the committee. g

5. That in order to promote the extenfion of this fociety, it
appears proper to print a brief narrative of its rife, and plan,
accompanied with fome fhort addrefs, and fuch further
additions as fhall be determined upon by a meeting of the
committee at Northampton, Nov. 13, 1792.

Third Meeting of the Primary Society, at Northamplon,
November 13, 1792.

After fpending time in prayer, confultation, and tevifing
the preceding narrative, &c. it was farther refolved,

1. That every correfponding fociety, that fhall be formed
in different diftricts, be invited to fend either two delegates,
to any meeting of the primary focicty, or one delegate who
fhall have two votes.

2. That all perfons who may be difpoled to favour the
defign of the fociety be invited to fend their contriburions to
the Rev. R. Hoge, of Thrapflon, treafurer; the Rev, 4. Fuller,
of Kuttering, fecretary ; or the Rev. 8. Pearce fecretary to
the correfponding {ociety at Birmingham.

3. That the fociety would be truly obliged to any of the
friends of this defign for any hints of information ox advice,
forwarded to the treafurer or fecretaries alorefaid.

NBL
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N. B. The following articles we wifh to be cxamined and
difcufled in the moft diligent and impartial manner : —

What qualifications are efpecially requifite in mifionaries ?
‘What perfons are known, or fuppofed to be, beth fuitable
and willing to be employed in this bufinefs } What advice
fhould be given the miflionaries, or what regulations adopted
concerning them ?—Alfo, In what parts of the heathen world
do there fcem to be the moft promifing openings ? What
information on this head may be obtained from any late
books of travels, or from Chriftian merchants, or from fuch
perfons as would at leaft favour the defign of converting the
Heathen ?

4. "That it is advifable to appoint an agent in London to
receive {ubferiptions.

5. The next meeting of the committee fhall be at the

Tinifters’ meeting at Arnfby, in Eafter-week, unlefs any in.

terefting circumftances render it expedient for the treafurer
or fecretaries to call one fooner.

"The names of all the fubferibers will be printed at a future
period, if judged beft, )
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[ Centinued from page 378 of the Regifter. ]

AT the Meeting at Northampton, Nov. 13, 1792, the
Committee was informed, that Mr., Fobn Thomas (a Baptift
minifter, who for a few years paft has been léarning the Ben-
galefe language, and preaching to the natives), was then in
London, and that he much withed, by a fubfeription, to res
turn to his work, and to take fome fellow-labourer with himi
The Committee then agreed to make inquiry into Mr.
Thomas’s character, principles, &c. !

Another Committee Meeting was called, and held at
Kettering, Jan. g, 1793, The Committee Reported, as the
refult of the inquiry concerning Mr. Fobn Thomas’s cha-
raer, principles, &c. That they had received a fatisfactory
account of him. After all the information that could be ob-
tained on Mr. Thomas’s late labours in India were communi-=
cated, it was then Refolved, That there appears to be an
open door for preaching the gofpel to the Hindoos:—T hat,
from what we have heard of the character, principles, abilities,
and fuccefs of Mr. Thomas, an union with him in this im-
portant bufinefs is defirable; and ‘That fhould Mr. Thomas ac-
cede to the propofal, the Committee will endeavour to pro-
vide him a companion.

On the evening of the fame day Mr. Thomas arrived;
cheerfully accepted the invitation, and after much interefting
converfation on the bufinefs, agreed to go out in the fpring.
Mr. Carey, of Leicefter, who was prefent, at the fame time;
engaged to go with him,

After a moft ferious, folemn, and affetionate meeting, at-
tending with fafting and prayer to Almighty Gods the two
brethren above-mentioned, having agreed to go out together,
the Committee engaged to pay every poflible attention to
their temporal accommodation, and that of their families; in
which they hope the friends of the undertaking will generoufly
aflift them,

1i THE
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