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transmitted to this country, has been supposed to throw some
obstacle in the way of publishing exact fac-similes ; but as they
are now deposited in the Bodleian library, under the charge of
the University of Oxford, we have reason to hope that these
obstacles  will be got the better of, by the extraordinary zeal
which that learned body has always shown for publishing cor-
rupt texts, to the rejection even of undoubted emendations j—
a propensity very signally evinced in the promulgation of the
book which goes by the name of Musgrave’s Sophocles, and of
the obsolete and useless text of the very plays which had been
edited in so immaculate a form by Porson. We look forward,
with curiosity, to the appearance of the treatise of Epicurus,
which is said to be of the number of the Papyri; though we en-
tertain great doubts whether it will turn out to be a genuine work
of that celebrated philosopher. The discourse of Philodemus,
contained in the present volume, is of so little intrinsic value,
that we have the less regret in seeing it published in so unscho-
lar-like a manner. But the literary world will not be satisfied
with any thing less than an accurate copy of the MS. of Epicurus :
though, for our part, we should be happy to redeem a single co-
medy of Menander, or a mime of Sophron, at the price of all the
lucubrations of Epicurus and his followers.

ArT. VI. Asiatic Researches; or Transactions of the Society
instituted in Bengal, for inquiring into the History and Anti-
quities, the Arts, Sciences and Literature of Asia.  Vol. X.

WE propofe, in this article, to exhibit a fuccin@® analyfis of
the contents of the laft volume of this interefting publica-
tion, which has yet reached this country.

¢ Remarks on the State of Agriculture in the District of Di-
ndjpur. By W. Carey.?

The diftri& of Dinajpur extends on each fide of the 25th and
26th degrees of northern latitude, ftretching from the centre of
Bengal towards the lpfty frontier which fkirts that province, on
the north. The rivers which have their fource in this elevated re-

ion, divide their waters into innumerable ftreams on entering
l;gf).e plains, adding, to the produtivenefs of the foil, the means of
tranfporting the produce by eafy conveyance. The fouthern part
of this diftri¢t rifes in gentle acclivities, which run from north to
fouth, and are divided from each other by interjacent vallies ; the
whole furface of the cotntry refembling large waves, or rather
prefenting the ‘appearance of the fea when there is a great f\y;;‘l.
e
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The vallies and elevations are generally about two or three miles
in width. During the periodical rains, the former are ufually in-
undated, and become navigable for veflels of very confiderable
burthen. A rich loam, which forms their ufual fuperftratum, is
probably a depofit from the waters. The ftiff clay under it ex-
tends over the furface of the higher lands, which have not been
expofed to the fame operation. Thefe afford only one crop of
rice in the year, whillt the vallies yield, in addition, a crop of
pulfe or muftard. The agriculture of this province, befides the
various forts of rice, of which the Himanfa, or winter crop, is
by far the moft general, embraces, 1. Crofolaria, of which the
fibres, feparated from the ftalk by the putrid fermentation, are
wrought into cordage. 2. Indigo, for which the foil and circum-
ftances of the diftrict are but indifferently adapted. 3. Phaseolus
Mungo and Radiatus ; the latter affording an ufeful fubftitute,
when the firft crop happens to fail. 4. Three forts of mustard
are extenfively cultivated. 5. Tobacco occupies and rewards the
cares of the hufbandman. 6. Various forts of puise, and many

cucurbitaceous plants, are raifed with little expenfe and labour.
Mr Carey, in this fenfible memoir, fuggefts feveral improve-
ments, which he conceives might be fuccefsfully introduced.
¢ Hemp would flourith in many fpots. Cotton, {carcely culti-
vated at all in the diftri&, might be cultivated to a large extent.
If proper methods were taken to introduce the beft kinds, the
culture of wheat and barley might occupy many thoufands of
bighas, which now lye in an uncultivated ftate. The culture of
fome fpecies of Hibiscus would be profitable, and furnith one of
the moft durable fibres for cordage, and perhaps for coarfe cloths,
But,” fays Mr Carey, * the poverty, prejudices and indolence of
the natives, ftrongly operate againft improvements.” Thefe, we
believe, are the three moft inveterate enemies to improvement in
every country ; and we are far from thinking that their effcés are
exclufively or particularly felt in Dinajpur. It is certainly an in-
terefting fpeculation to inquire, whether government fhquld take
ahy, and what fteps, to remedy the evils complained of, in addi-
tion to the falutary effe€ts which may naturally be expected to re-
{ult from the permanent fettlement of the revenue accomplithed
by Lord Cornwallis. An increafe in the capital of the hufband-
man, muft be the refult of fuccefsful induftry; but the operation
of that fettlement feems calculated to add to the capital of the
landholder, and his intereft ftrongly to prompt him to the encou-
ragement of productive labour. The removal of prejudices can
only be effeted by affording to the inhabitants, ocular proof of
the fuperior advantages attending a different mode of agriculture,
We think it would occafion little expenfe, if an experimental farm
were
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were eftablifhed at the chief feat of every diftri&t, and placed un-
der the fuperintendance of the furgeon attached to the ftation.
As the natives feldom apply for medical aid to an European prac-
titioner, his duties are confined to half ‘a dozen refident gentle-
men ; the education of medical men enables them readily to em-
brace the application of theoretical views; and if the expenfes
were defrayed by government, whilft the profit accrued to them-
felves, it might {timulate to exertion thofe few of that refpectable
profeffion, to whom motives of benevolence, and the love of ex-
perimental refearch, might prove an inadequate inducement. We
candidly confefs, that we are by no means ourflelves convinced
that the proceffes and inftruments of agriculture employed in Eng-
Iand, could all be advantageoufly introduced into Bengal. But
when experiment has decided that they are equally adapted to that
foil and climate, the prejudices of the natives, as in other inftan-
ces, will doubtlefs give way to their intereft. The beft antidote
to indolence, confifts in the convi&tion of the hufbandman, that
the fruits of his toils will be enjoyed by himfelf. The Bengal
government Lave fet permanent limits to their demands on the
landhelders 5 the duty now incumbent on their fervants, is to pre-
clude his exaction of any impoft from his tenants, not. diftinétly
fpecified in the pofta or leafe, and to encourage the granting of
thefe univerfally, by rendering it the intereflt of the proprietor.
We believe we fhall come pretty near the truth, in eftimating
the revenues of the zemindary of Dinajpur, paid to government,
at fixteen lacs of rupees, or' 160,000l. per annum, derived from a
country of 4500 Britifh fquare miles in extent. The zemindar,
in whofe family this poffeflion has been about a century and a half,
enjoys a revenue of about 16,000l per annum. The demands of
government are now permanently fixed. It is probable that, of
the lands which compofe his zemindary, only one-fifth is in culti-
vation. DBut, fince increafed or improved cultivation will not now
produce any additional demands on the part of government, it be-
comes his obvious intereft to promote to the utmoft the productive
powers of his diftri&, and to confider his capital as a fund for a-
gricultural improvements. On the other hand, if, negleéting his
own intereft, hufbandry is fuffered to decline, the arrears of re-
venue which confequently accrue muft be liquidated by the fale of
a proportionate extent of his lands ; and the new proprietor, con-
fidering the purchafe in no other light than as an advantageous
fpeculation, will in all probability adopt the means neglected by
his indolent predeceffor.  This fyftem, it is true, has not yet laft-
ed long enough to produce all the effe¢t which may ultimately be
expeéted from it. It appears, however, on the one hand, to ren-
der it the intereft of the zemindar to affift induftrious hufband-
men
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men in the profecution of their rural toils ; and, on the other, by
rendering them refponfible to government for a fum equal to ten
times the amount of their annual income, to furnifh a powerful
counteraction to indolence. ~ Fair and reafonable as thefe expe&a-
tions appear, we candidly own that they have not as yet been real-
ized to the degree that might have been imagined. But the in-
formation before the public refpecting Indian affairs, is far too
imperfe& to enable us to judge, whether the obftacles which have
impeded the operation of a {yftem apparently fo beneficent and
wife, are of a permanent or a temporary nature,

In our obfervations on Mt Colebrooke’s admirable treatife on
the agriculture and commerce of Bengal, we ventured to doubt
whether the fimple implements and accuftomed proceffes of the
Indian peafant, would be advantageoufly fupplanted by thofe em-
ployed in Europe. We own, that our doubts on this fubjet are
by no means removed ; but think, that no duty is more incum-
bent on our Indian government, than that of afcertaining, by a feries
of judicious experiments, conduted by perfons qualified by edu-
cation and habits for the talk, a faét fo important to the profpe-
rity of our Eaftern dominions, and to the moft interefting part
of their inhabitants.

¢ dn Essay on the Sacred Lles of the West, with other Essays
cunnected with that Work, by Captain Wilford. Fssay ¥,
On the Origin and Decline of the Christian Religivn in
India.’

Thofe who have followed us through our remarks on the Afatic
Refearches, are-already fufficiently acquainted with the peculiari-
ties of Captain Wilford’s manner. They know his extenfive eru-
dition, his fondnefs for hypothefis, and his negleét of that lucid
arrangement which might difplay the true value of his rich mate-
rials.  On the prefent occafion, we have not even been able to
difcover the connexion between the fubjet about to engage our
attention, and the extraordinary propohtion he has undertaken to
maintain, that the Hindu religion had its origin in the Britith ifles,
It is however but fair, for the prefent, to attribute this circum-
ftance to a defet of perfpicacity in ourfelves, and to do juftice to
a learned difquifition on an interefting topic. .

Whoever the St Thomas was, who firft preached Chriftianity
in India, it had unﬁucﬂianab!y made - confiderable progrefs at a
very early period. This apoftle embarked ar Aden in Arabia;
landed at the city now called Cranganory was well received by
Mafdeus (Vafudeva), king of that country; and converted his
fon Zuzan (Sujana), whom he ordained a deacon. He fuffered
martyrdom at the place named from him St Thon:é, near Madras,

where
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