CHRISTIANITY AND THE ROMAN EMPIRE








I.	CHRISTIANITY BEFORE ad 64





	A.	Only Evidence is from New Testament





	B.	Paul before Gallio in Corinth (Acts 18; ca. ad 52)


		1.	Charges Brought by the Jews against Paul (Acts 18:13)


			a.	Harming Judaism; a legal and protected religion


			b.	Starting a New, Disruptive Religion 


		2.	Gallio’s Action (Acts 18:14-15)


			a.	Dismissed the Case


			b.	Considered Christianity to be an Internal Jewish Matter


			c.	Implied that Christianity was Protected under Rights of Judaism 





II.	UNDER NERO (ad 54-68)





	A.	Paul Faced Charges; Evidently Released from Prison about ad 62





	B.	Neronian Persecution in Rome


		1. 	July 64: Fire Broke Out in Circus Maximus; Burned 6 Days + 


			a.	Tacitus: Source of Fire not Clear, Perhaps Nero


			b.	Suetonius: Nero Set Fire to Clear Old Buildings


		2. 	Tacitus: Scandal over Source of Fire


		3. 	Tacitus Annals 15.38-44: Christians Persecuted as Scapegoats


		4.	Peter Martyred, Probably ad 64/65





	D.	Sept 66-Jan 68: Nero's Tour of Greece; Paul Rearrested; Executed?





III.	CHRISTIANITY AND JUDAISM





	A.	Until First Revolt, Christianity and Judaism Closely Related 





	B.	Jewish Christians During the First Jewish Revolt 


		1.	Tradition: made a collective flight from Jerusalem to Gentile Pella in Transjordan 


		2.	Perhaps to Avoid Implication of Christians in First Jewish Revolt? 


		3.	Perhaps to Explain Disappearance of Jerusalem Jewish Church? 





	C.	After the First Jewish Revolt (after ad 70): Separation of Christianity and Judaism





	D.	Ebionites: Hebrew ebionim (“poor men”) 


		1.	Hebrew Christians known first from Irenaeus (Against Heresies) about 180


		2.	Rejected Virgin Birth and all Gospels Except Matthew (later Mt also rejected) 








IV.	UNDER THE FLAVIAN EMPERORS





	A.	T. Flavius Vespasianus (Vespasian; 69-79): At Death, “Woe is me.  I think I'm becoming a god.”





	B.	Titus (ad 79-81); Older Son of Vespasian


		1.	ad 79: Eruption of Mt. Vesuvius Buired Pompeii, Herculaneum (evidence for Christianity?)


		2.	Plague in Capital; ad 80: Fire Destroyed Capitoline Hill





�
	C.	Domitian (ad 81-96)


		1.	Younger Son of Vespasian, and brother to Titus


		2.	Opposition by Senate; Paranoia about Enemies; Seen as Reincarnation of Nero


		3.	Religious Persecution


			a.	Severe enforcement of Fiscus Judaicus tax against Jews (Suetonius Domitian 12)


			b.	Assumed the title “dominus et deus;” i.e., “lord and god”


			c.	Expected persecution of Christians provides background for Book of Revelation


				1)	So Irenaus Against Heresies 5. 30. 3 


				2) 	Little evidence for persecution of Christians


				3) 	Indeed, 








VII. NERVO-TRAJANIC LINE





	A.	Trajan (97-117)


		1.	Letters of Pliny, Governor of Bithynia review problem of Christians


		2.	Policy


			a.	Christians not sought out


			b.	If accused, convicted; given a chance to renounce Christ and worship emperor


			c.	Only those unwilling to renounce, worship emperor’s statue were punished





	B.	Hadrian (117-138): Seems to have continued policy of Trajan








VIII. ANTONINE AND SEVERAN DYNASTIES





	A.	Antonine Dynasty: Sporadic persecution


		1.	Antoninus Pius (138-161)


		2.	Marcus Aurelius (161-180)


		3.	Commodus (180-192)





	B.	Severan Dynasty  (193-235): No active persecution 








IX.	LATER EMPERORS





	A.	Philip the Arab (244-49): Tolerant of Christianity; Eusebius says he was a Christian 





	B.	Decius (249-51): Christianity Proscribed; Active Persecution (based on emperor worship)





	C.	Valerian (253-60): Edicts of 257 and 258 against Christians, esp. in upper class society





	D.	Gallienus (253-68): Revoked Valerians Edicts; toleration for over 40 years





	E.	Diocletian (284-305) and Galerius (305-311) 


		1.	Diocletian Reorganized Empire into “Dioceses”


		2.	Ruthless Persecution of Christianity; based on pagan worship (Christians to lions, burned)


			a.	297/98: Soldiers Forced to Sacrifice to Gods or Resign


			b.	24 Feb 303: Edict for Destruction of Churches, Punishment of Christian Leaders


			c.	April 304: All Christians Must Sacrifice or Die 


			d.	In the West, Christians were Shielded by Constantius I (305-306) 





	F.	Constantine the Great (313-337)


		1.	Victory in West over Maxentius at the Milvian Bridge (28 Oct 312); Unified Empire


		2.	Edict of Milan (313): Christianity Legalized and Favored


		3.	Defeated Co-Emperor (brother-in-law) Licinius in the East in 324; Founded Constantinople


		4.	Council of Nicea (325): Dealt with Arianism


		5.	Built Many Churches in Rome, Constantinople, and Holy Land (visit of mother Helena 326-7)
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