JEWS AND THE ROMAN EMPIRE





I.	THE STATUS OF THE JEWS 





	A.	Julius Caesar Granted Certain Rights to the Jews


		1.	After he was assisted by Jewish troops under Antipater in Egypt: 


			a.	Synagogues Exempt from Roman Ban on Associations


			b.	Freedom of Worship 


			c.	Privileged Autonomous Status of Some Jewish Communities


		2.	44-43 bc; Caesar’s Announcement to Roman officials in Asia: 


			a.	Jews Exempt from Military Service


			b.	Protection of Sabbath Observance (Jews did not have to attend law-courts, etc.) 


			c.	Freedom to Hold Religious Meetings


			d.	Freedom to Pay Temple Tax without Interference 


			e.	Right to Settle Internal Controversies


			f.	Security for Synagogue Funds and Books 





	B.	The Jewish Revolts (see details below)


		1.	After the First Jewish Revolt (after ad 70)


			a.	No Evidence for General Roman Persecution of Jews 


			b.	Temple Tax replaced by Special Tax through Fiscus Judaicus (and given to temple of Jupiter Capitolinus in Rome)


		2.	After the Second Jewish Revolt (after ad 135)


			a.	Judea became Syria-Palaestina to Eliminate the Jewish Regional Name 


			b.	Aelia Capitolina Built on the Site of Jerusalem 


				1) 	A Roman Colony


				2) 	Jews Banned from the City for Several Centuries (Eusebius 4. 6)





	C.	Roman Anti-Semitism after the Jewish Revolts


		1.	Roman “anti-Semitism” not racially based, nor was it genocidal 


		2.	But Jews became landless and powerless as a people; scattered in the Diaspora


		3.	General latent and potent anti-Semitism developed in Roman world from 3rd cent.





 II.	THE FIRST JEWISH REVOLT AGAINST ROME (ad 66-73) 


	


	A.	Causes/Beginnings


		1.	Nero took Hellenizing stance toward Jews; riots in AD 66


		2.	Procurator Florus demanded 17 talents from temple


			a.	May 66: riots in Caesarea, Jerusalem


			b.	June 66: sacrifices on behalf of emperor halted


		3.	Jerusalem/Judea, Idumea, Galilee, Perea in rebellion


		4.	November 66: Syrian Legate Cestius Gallus besieged Jerusalem


			a.	Occupied north of city; forced to withdraw


			b.	Forces scattered; requested aid from emperor





	B.	Roman general Vespasian appointed to put down revolt


		1.	Preparations early 67: 2 legions in Syria; Titus from Egypt


		2.	Spring-fall 67: attacked, defeated rebels in Galilee


		3.	Spring 68: Perea, western Judea taken





	C.	Jerusalem under Roman siege: Jewish leadership struggles


		1.	Nationalistic aristocrats: controlled upper city


			a.	Former HPs Jeshua IV & Ananus III killed by Idumeans


�
			b.	Simon bar Giora of Gerasa


				1)	Idumeans switched alliance to aristocrats


				2)	Summoned to Jerusalem; became military dictator


				3)	Struggled with zealots in temple mount


		2.	Zealots: controlled temple area


			a.	Menachem, son of Judas of Gamala


				1)	Took Masada; fought in Jerusalem


				2)	Made messianic claims; killed by temple officials


			b.	John of Gischala: headed resistance movement in Galilee


				1)	Fled to Jerusalem; took temple area; led zealots


				2)	AD 68: ordered election of high priest from people


			c.	Eleazar Simonis: defected from John, defeated





	D.	Final Roman assault on Jerusalem delayed by civil wars 68-70


		1.	Galba declared emperor by senate, 8 June AD 68


			a.	General in Spain representing Roman nobility


			b.	Nero took his own life on 9 June AD 68	


		2.	Vitellius: declared emperor New Year’s 69 by German legions


			a.	Supported by troops in central, western Europe


			b	Marched on Rome


		3.	Otho: a general, popular with praetorians


			a.	15 January, AD 69: declared emperor in Rome; Galba slain


			b.	Defeated in battle by Vitellius; committed suicide


		4.	Flavius Vespasianus (Vespasian)


			a.	1 July 69: declared emperor by Egyptian prefect, troops


			b.	Vitellius executed 21 December 69





	E.	AD 70: the Fall of Jerusalem


		1.	Titus began siege in April against stiff resistance


		2.	Northern city wall breached


		3.	10 August: temple enclosure taken, temple destroyed


		4.	Upper city taken, burned a month later





	F.	Masada: the Zealots’ last stand


		1.	Zealots held out in Herod’s isolated fortress on Dead Sea


		2.	AD 73: Jewish defenders committed suicide rather than be taken





III.	AFTER ad 70





	A.	“Sanhedrin” (Beth Din) reconstituted as religious body at Jamnia


		1.	R. Johanan ben Zakkai secured permission from Vespasian


		2.	Interpretation of Bible became more important than temple





	B.	AD 116-117: Jewish insurrection began in Cyrene, Egypt	


	


IV.	THE SECOND JEWISH REVOLT (ad 132-135)





	A.	Hadrian: rebuild Jerusalem with temple of Jupiter on temple mount





	B.	Revolt led by Simon bar Kockba (“Son of the Star”)


		1.	Evidence of massacre; letters in Judean wilderness caves include letters to/from Simon “bar Koziba”


		2.	Revolt crushed; Judaism oppressed; Aqiba martyred


		3.	Jerusalem rebuilt (135) as Aelia Capitolina; Jews banned





	C.	After Revolt: Beth Din moved to Galilee (eventually Tiberius); Mishnah & Tosephta produced
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