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JEWISH LITERATURE
I.
THE SEPTUAGINT
A. Greek Translation of the Hebrew Bible

1. For Greek Speaking Jews of Egypt/Alexandria

2. Translated 3rd-1st Centuries bc
3. Tradition: The Letter of Aristeas (late 2nd c. bc; purports to be older)

a. Work done under Ptolemy Philadelphus (285-246 bc) 

b. 72 Jewish scholars translated (6 from each tribe); therefore, LXX

B. Became the Bible for Early Greek-Speaking Christians

1. Quoted Often in the NT

2. Some Wordings Favor Christian Interpretation

C. Because of Christian Usage, Rejected by Jews

1. Did Not Conform to Hebrew Text as Standardized after ad 100

2. New Versions by Aquila (early 2nd cent.) and Theodotian (late 2nd cent.) 

II.
THE APOCRYPHA 


A.
Means "things hidden"


B.
Books Written 300 bc-ad 100 by Jews/Jewish Christians


C.
Jewish Use



1.
Not part of Hebrew Bible (Jewish Canon) 



2.
Included (except 2 Esdras) in the LXX




a.
Used and Associated with OT Scriptures




b.
Never Given Canonical Status


D.
Contents



1.
Historical Books: 




a.
1 Esdras




b.
1-2 Maccabees



2.
Religious Fiction: 




a.
Tobit




b.
Judith




c.
Additions to Esther




d.
Additions to Daniel



3.
Wisdom Literature: 




a.
Ecclesiasticus




b.
Wisdom of Solomon




c.
Baruch




d.
The Letter of Jeremiah (often included in Baruch)




e.
Prayer of Mannasseh (in appendix to LXX)

4.
Apocalyptic: 2 Esdras (not in LXX)


E.
Books Used by Eastern Orthodox: 3 & 4 Maccabees; Psalm 151


F.
Christian Use of the Apocrypha



1.
Included in Septuagint (except 2 Esdras)



2.
Reluctantly put in Latin Vulgate by Jerome



3.
Used through Middle Ages



4.
Began to Be Left Out of Protestant Bibles



5.
Roman Catholic Council of Trent, 1546




a.
Declared Latin Vulgate = Canonical




b.
Non‑canonical: 1 & 2 Esdras, Prayer of Mannasseh



6.
Ultimately rejected by Most Protestants

III.
APOCALYPTIC 


A.
Apocalypse = “Unveiling, Revelation” (Eschatological in Nature)


B.
Appearing Early 2nd Century bc


1.
Developed Against Turbulent Historical Background



2.
Based on Divine Promises of Transformed Future


C.
Features of Apocalyptic



1.
Highly Symbolic; often with bizarre imagery




a.
Removal from reality




b.
Abandonment from history (unlike classic Hebrew prophecy of OT) 



2.
Dualistic (characterized by belief in two opposing cosmic powers) 




a.
Evil, Rebellious forces rule the present world




b.
Present world will be destroyed





1)
Successive world empires





2)
Failure of natural order




c.
Salvation will be established by God



3.
Other Features




a.
Resurrection from the dead




b.
Messianic figure 

IV.
PSEUDEPIGRAPHA

A.
"Writings with a False Superscription;" Most Written 200 bc-ad 200


B.
Character and Examples



1.
Many Attributed to OT Figures




a.
1 & 2 Enoch




b.
Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs




c.
Apocalypse of Abraham




d.
Apocalypse of Zephaniah




e.
Apocalypse of Elijah




f.
Psalms of Solomon



2.
Some Attributed to Other Authors: Sibyllene Oracles



3.
Many Build upon OT Stories




a.
Life of Adam and Eve




b.
Jubilees




c.
Joseph and Aseneth




d.
Jannes and Jambres




e.
Assumption of Moses




f.
Testament of Job



4.
Most of Jewish Origin; Some Reworked/Written by Christians

V.
THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS (DSS)


A.
Discovered in Caves Near the Dead Sea



1.
Apparently Hidden about ad 68 During First Jewish Revolt



2.
Discovered 1946-1952 in 11 Caves near Qumran



3.
Other Discoveries in the Judean Desert: Wadi Murrabaat, Nahal Hever, Kh. Mird

B.
Interpretation of Material from Qumran


1.
The Majority View: Library of Essene Community (Monastery?) at Qumran




a.
Connections in Literature: Separatist Group, Ritual Washing




b.
Location Near Dead Sea




c.
Qumran Ruins Interpreted as Monastic Sect Center


2.
Other Views




a.
A Sadducean Sect




b.
Mainstream Library from Jerusalem with no Connection to Qumran Ruins


C.
Contents of the Qumran DSS



1.
Biblical Manuscripts (at least fragments of each OT book except Esther)



2.
Apocryphal and Pseudepigraphical Works



3.
“Sectarian Literature” (previously unknown works)


D.
Some Major “Sectarian Works” from the Qumran Library



1.
Community Rule (Manual of Discipline): rules for the sects members



2.
Messianic Rule (Rule of the Congregation)



3.
Damascus Rule (Damascus Document): sect background and entrance requirements



4.
MMT: a letter (from the sect’s leader) to an opponent in Torah interpretation



5.
War Scroll (the War of the Sons of Light against the Sons of Darkness): final battle



6.
Temple Scroll: a Torah-like compilation of laws, ceremonies, Temple plans 



7.
Thanksgiving Hymns



8.
Commentaries on Habakkuk, Nahum 



9.
Genesis Apocryphon: expansion of the Genesis story 



10.
Copper Scroll: a list of buried treasure 
VI.
PHILO 


A.
Philo was a Jew about 30 bc-ad 50 in Alexandria, Egypt



1.
Represented the Jewish Community Against Apion in a Dispute with Rome



2.
Wrote Jewish Apologies and Biblical Commentaries


B.
Hellenistic Judaism 



1.
Used Allegorical Method of Interpretation



2.
First to Apply Hellenistic Philosophical Concepts to Jewish Doctrines  

VII.
JOSEPHUS 


A.
Joseph ben Matthias 



1.
Born into a Priestly Family about ad 37



2.
Investigated Pharisees, Sadducess, Essenes 



3.
Lived with Hermit Bannus for 3 Years



4.
Returned to Jerusalem at age 18, Joined Pharisees


B.
Involvement in the First Jewish Revolt 



1.
Counseled moderation against Rome



2.
Joined Revolt; Sent to Galilee as a Commander at Jotapata




a.
Jews held out for 47 days




b.
Zealots committed ritual suicide




c.
Josephus was left alone; defected to the Romans 



3.
Predicted that Vespasian would become Emperor



4.
Saw the Remainder of the War at the Side of Roman Commanders



5.
Was Taken into Family of Vespasian; hence Flavius Josephus 


C.
Writings



1.
Life: autobiography



2.
Antiquities of the Jews



a.
History of the Jews




b.
Extensive information on Hasmonean and Herodian periods



3.
Jewish War: famous account of First Jewish Revolt



4.
Against Apion: Apology for Jewish Life, Belief, Ethics 


D.
Features



1.
Palestinian Judaism through Hellenistic Writing



2.
Seeks to Stimulate Gentile Understanding of Judaism



3.
References to NT Events




1)
John the Baptist (Antiq. 18. 116-119) 




2) 
References to Jesus added or modified by Christian Scribes




3) 
Martyrdom of Jesus’ half-brother James (Antiq. 20. 200)



4.
Works Transmitted/Preserved by Christians 

VIII.
RABBINICAL LITERATURE 


A.
Most “Rabbinical” Literature is Post- ad 70


1.
Temple was Destroyed by Romans


2.
Biblical Interpretation Became More Important



3.
Emphasis on Ritual Purity and Questions of Conduct in Relation to the Law 


4.
Tannaim (“transmitters”): Jewish Scholars from Hillel (ad 20) to Mishnah (ad 200)

B.
Two Types of Rabbinical Material  


1.
Halachah (sometimes Halakah): Legal Discussions (Legal interpretations/debates)



2.
Haggadah: Narrative or Proclamation Material (Stories) 


C.
Halachic Writings 



1.
Halachah (Oral Law/ Debates) Systemized by Rabbi Akiva (also Akiba); ad 100-135 

· 

2.
Mishnah: Rabbinical Codification of Oral Law 

· by Judah ha-Nasi (“the Prince”); ad 175-200



3.
Tosephta (“Additions”); about ad 300



a.
Halachic Additions to Mishnah




b.
Same Organization/Structure; not “canonical” 


4.
Gemarah: Commentary on Mishnah 



5.
Talmud: Mishnah + Gemarah in Standard Printed Form




a.
Palestinian or Jerusalem Talmud (Yerushalami) about ad 400



b.
Babylonian Talmud (Bavli); about ad 600

D.
Midrash 



1.
Midrash = “Investigation” 



2.
Biblical Commentaries in Narrative Form; generally Haggadic in nature 



3.
Often Includes Additional/Legendary Material  
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