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GNOSTICISM

I.
SOURCES OF INFORMATION
B. 
A. 
Orthodox Christian Writers


B.
Gnostic Writings

1.
Pistis Sophia

2.
The Nag Hammadi Library
a.  Gnostic Texts discovered in Upper Egypt at Nag Hammadi (ancient Chenoboskion) in 1940s

b.  Contents





1.
Gospel of Thomas: Sayings of Jesus





2.
Gospel of Truth:  Also known from Irenaeus (early Christian writer)




3.
Gospel of Phillip:  Another Gospel of Sayings





4.
Apocryphon of John:  3 copies at Nag Hammadi - mysteries





5.
Epistle of Rheginus, On the Resurrection: Emphasizes Resurrection of the Soul





6.
Apocryphon of James: Post-resurrection Revelation of Jesus





7.
Hypostasis of the Archons




8.
Tripartite Tractate:  A Presentation of Gnostic Teaching





9.
Eugnostos the Blessed and Sophia of Jesus Christ:  Non-Christian and Christianized versions 

II.
GNOSTIC ORIGINS

A. 
Most Systems Contain Elements of Judaism, Christianity, and Pagan Thought


B.
Elements from Greek Philosophical Systems (one writer: “Platonism run wild”)  


1.
Remote Supreme Being


2.
Immortal Soul in Bondage to the Body



3.
Material World as Evil 
III.
GNOSTIC FEATURES

A..
No Single, Uniform System; Individual Teachers Formulated Unique Constructions


B.
Basic Ideas: Concerned with the Origin of Evil and with “Knowledge”



1.
A Fall in the Pleroma (Divine World) Caused Matter to Come into Existence


2.
A Demiurge (inferior heavenly being) Created the World

1. 

3.     A Spark of the Divine, Part of the Pure Spiritual Nature was Planted in Some Souls

4.
A Redeemer Came from Divine World to Reveal the Way of Escape from Material World

5.
Gnosis (= “Knowledge” a Revealed Insight into the Nature of Things) as Means of Salvation



6.
Saved Soul must pass Through the Realms of the Archons (World Rulers)

C.
Common Features

1.
Preoccupation with Problem of Evil; Fault of Heavenly Beings; Material World is Evil



2.
Alienation from the World



3.
Desire for Secret Knowledge of Nature of the Universe: Salvation from Ignorance



4.
Psychological (Body and Soul) and Ethical (Evil and Good) Dualism



5.
Cosmology: Pleroma Contains Gradations of Divine Beings (Devolutions from “First Principle”)



6.
Humans According to Three Fixed Natures:




a.
Pneumatics:  “Spirituals” Destined for Salvation




b.
Psychics: Could be Saved by Church or Good Works




c.
Hylics: Material, Hopelessly Lost



7.
Ethical Implications:  Libertinism (free from law) or Asceticism (frustrate flesh by denial) 
