PAGANISM IN THE


HELLENISTIC-ROMAN WORLD








 I.	“OFFICIAL” GREEK RELIGION 





 	A. 	Greece: Greek Pantheon and Mythology


 		1.	The Pantheon = (all gods) the Collection of Worshipped Gods


		2. 	Did Not Give a Moral Example; Immortals with Human Frailties


 		3. 	Thinking Greeks Turned from This System


 		4. 	Military Loss to Rome had Reduced Worship of These Gods





	B. 	Major Classical Gods (Greek & Roman gods developed independently; were identified in the Hellenistic Age):





GREEK�
ROMAN�
DESCRIPTION�
�
Zeus�
Jupiter�
Father of gods and men; sky and weather god represented by thunderbolt�
�
Hera�
Juno�
Wife of Zeus, associated with marriage and women�
�
Poseidon�
Neptune�
God of sea, water, and earthquakes; brother of Zeus; symbol - the trident�
�
Hades�
Pluto�
God of the Underworld�
�
Apollo�
----�
Ideal of young manly beauty; associated with music, archery, law, later the sun; symbolized with lyre and bow�
�
Artemis�
Diana�
Twin sister of Apollo; chaste goddess of the countryside and wild animals; presided over childbirth�
�
Athena�
Minerva�
Virgin goddess of wisdom and arts; protector of Athens; sprang fully armed from the head of Zeus�
�
Hermes�
Mercury�
Messenger of the gods; god of herdsmen; conducted souls to Hades; clever trickster�
�
Ares�
Mars�
God of war�
�
Aphrodite�
Venus�
Goddess of love, beauty, and fertility; mother of eros�
�
Demeter�
Ceres�
Grain goddess�
�
Dionysus�
Bacchus�
Wine god�
�
Hephaestus�
Vulcan�
God of fire and crafts�
�
Hestia�
Vesta�
Goddess of the hearth �
�






 II.	ROMAN PUBLIC RELIGION 





 	A.	Etruscan Influence


 		1. 	Notions of sacred space: templum is a sacred space for observation of the flight of birds


		2.	Observation of signs


		3.	Architecture





	B.	Traditional gods were identified with Greek gods (see chart above) 





	C.	Figures in Public Religion


 		1. 	Priests 


 			a. 	College of Pontiffs; led by pontifex maximus 


 			b. 	Flamines (sing. flamen): individual priests devoted to individual gods 


		2.	Augurs: supervised the observation of signs to determine divine will


		3.	Haruspices (“men who look at guts”): a haruspex “read” the entrails of sacrificial animals


		4.	Vestal Virgins: attended the Temple of Vesta (goddess of the hearth) in Roman Forum 


			a.	Became priestesses between ages 6-10; remained virginal for 30 year term 


			b.	Supervised worship of Vesta and the hearth (for the community of Rome) in the temple 





 


�
 	D.	Essence of Roman religious piety was the practice of ritual duties 


Pater familias = head of the family 





	E.	Concepts/Definitions in individual religious thought 


		1.	Numen = divine power or will


		2.	Genius = spirit of a place; procreative force of a person; later, guardian spirit (Greek daimon)


		3.	Manes = departed spirit


		4.	In the household


			a.	Focus = the hearth (the “home fire”)


			b.	Penates = guardians of the penus (the inner storeroom) 


			c.	Lares = protectors of the home in general; spirits of the dead; deities of the farmland





	F.	Communicating the with the gods


		1.	Personal/national prayer was often in the form of negotiation with the deity


		2.	Consultation of the gods


			a.	Augury “took the auspicia” by the flight of birds in a templum or the behavior of certain animals 


			b.	Reading the entrails of sacrifices; often after Monstra, prodigies or bizarre events (portents) 


		3.	The Sybilline Oracles 


			a.	Written prophecies attributed to a certain one of the Sibyls (prophetic women) 


			b.	Often consultation led to the importation of some foreign god/cult 








III.	ORACLES  





	A.	From the older Greek period; continued through Hellenistic age





	B.	Mostly sanctuaries of Apollo; especially at Delphi, Didyma 





	C.	Answers given to specific questions at predetermined times 


		1.	by divination (lots, observations)


		2.	by ecstatic oracles (at Delphi, by priestess who spoke for Apollo)


		3.	by incubation (at healing shrines, by spending night in sanctuary) 








IV.	POPULAR RELIGION





 	A.	Dominated by Astrology, Superstition and Magic


 	


	B.	Tyche, goddess of Fate/Fortune, Popular Because of Fatalism


 


	C. 	Asclepius, god of Healing





�
V.	“NEW” RELIGIONS





 	A. 	New Religions: Often Called the “Mystery Religions”


 		1. 	Developed & Evolved to Meet Religious Desires of the People 


 			a. 	Featured an emotional appeal


 			b. 	Most were open to all classes of society


 		2. 	 Membership through Secret Rites of Initiation


 			a. 	Regular meetings with Sacramental Ceremony


 			b. 	Obligation to Live Moral Life


 			c. 	Mutual Support of Members & Obedience to Leader


 		3. 	Generally Based On a More Ancient Myth; Recreated in Ritual Drama


			a.	Fertility Based Myths


			b.	Often Featured a Dying-Rising Deity (Cyclical)





B.	Dionysus and Orphism


1.	Dionysus: a Thracian god; Latin Bacchus


	a.	God of fertility; fruits of field


	b.	Especially god of the vine, wine


	c.	Most widely accepted of Greek gods in Hellenistic period


2.	Ceremonies involved drunkenness; phallic images


3.	Orgiastic feasts celebrated in mid-winter; omophagia


	a.	Originally only women participated; later men also


	b.	Group into woods; wild animals torn to pieces and eaten raw


	c.	Sacramental meal, becoming one with the god?


4.	Anthesteria festival in spring: Dionysus as fertility god


5.	Rites banned by Roman senate, 186 BC


6.	Orphism, named for Orpheus


	b.	A “reform” of Dionysiac worship


		1)	Counter to the excesses of Dionysiac worship


		2) 	Reinterpretation, i.e.: Titans were responsible for eating flesh of Dionysus


	c.	soma (body) seen as tomb of the psyche (soul)





C.	Eleusinian Mysteries


	1.	Centered at Eleusis, 30 km west of Athens


		a.	Cult center of Demeter, goddess of grain


		b.	Excavated: Telestrion (sanctuary of Demeter)


	2.	The Demeter myth


		a.	Demeter’s daughter, Persephone, kidnapped by Hades


		b.	Persephone in underworld; Demeter mourned, crops failed


		c.	Zeus recalled Persephone from underworld; but she had eaten


		d.	Persephone had to spend a third of each year in underworld


		e.	Demeter taught rites to men; returned to Olympus


	3.	Initiations (Telete)


		a.	Initiates first participated in lesser mysteries


		b.	Greater mysteries began in Athens: pig sacrifices


		c.	Procession to Eleusis; fasting and purification


		d.	Drinking of Kyleon, a secret potion (from grain?)


		e.	Rites of awe, confusion; drug-induced visions from wheat fungus? 





D.	Isis and Osiris/Serapis


		1. 	Most Hellenized of Oriental cults


		2.	Based on Egyptian myth of Isis and Osiris


			a.	Isis = goddess of royal throne, mother of Horus


			b.	Osiris, the king (= dead pharaoh), is killed by twin Seth


			c.	Body is dismembered; recovered by Isis, who is impregnated


			d.	The child Horus rules over living; Osiris over dead


		3.	Fertility elements: cyclical dying, birth = Nile; Isis = Demeter?


		4.	Serapis


			a.	Syncretism of Apis, bull of Memphis = Osiris in death


			b.	Serapis cult developed in Ptolemaic Alexandria: Greek features





	E.	Mithraism


		1.	Mithras: Persian/Iranian god


		2.	Most widespread mystery religion of imperial world


			a.	Sanctuaries found throughout empire; many in Rome


			b.	Men only initiated; favorite of soldiers, sailors, etc.


			c.	Flourished where old family structures deteriorated


		3.	The myth: details sketchy


			a.	Mithras born from Rock, December 25; shepherds brought gifts


			b.	Mithras slays bull with short sword


			c.	Bull’s blood, semen grow new life, but . . .


			d.	Blood eaten by snake, semen poisoned by scorpion


			e.	Sun, moon, planets observe; sun eats, drinks blood w/Mithras


		4.	Mystery/initiation


			a.	Strict order; seven stages of initiation


			b.	Tauroboleum ritual sometimes used; as re-creation of myth?





	F.	Cybele (Magna Mater) and Attis/Adonis


		1.	Cybele = great mother of Thrace (Pessinus)


		2.	Attis = lover of Cybele: castrates himself in sorrow over infidelity


		3.	In classical Greece


			a.	Attis does not appear; self-castration not popular (!)


			b.	Greeks worshiped Adonis, lover of Aphrodite


		4.	Cult of Cybele


			a.	In Rome


				1)	Officially recognized by 204 BC with restrictions (for help vs. Carthage)


				2)	Claudius removed restrictions; became very popular


			b.	Rites for 2 weeks, March 15-27


				1)	Pine tree cut, decorated at sanctuary as symbol of Attis


				2)	March 24: novices castrated selves in ecstatic frenzy


				3)	Taurobolium practiced as Magna Mater ritual, 2nd century


					a)	High priest descended into pit; bull sacrificed above


					b)	Priest bathed in blood, emerged, was worshiped


					c)	Blood gave expiation of sin, rebirth for 20 years


					d)	Influence of Christianity: rebirth for eternity





VI.	SOLAR WORSHIP AND MONOTHEISTIC TRENDS
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