CHRISTIANITY AND THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS





 I.	HISTORY AND NATURE OF THE DISCUSSION





 	A. 	Some Early Interpreters Saw Qumran as a Precursor to Christianity


		1.	André Dupont-Sommer: Jesus was very much like the Teacher of Righteousness


		2.	Edmund Wilson: Qumran = kind of proto-Christianity; “successive stages of a movement”





	B.	Mainline Scholars Saw Similarities, But No Direct Relationship 





	C.	Prevailing Scholarly View 


		1. 	Similar vocabulary and terminology 


		2.	Scrolls reflect parallel ideas that rose from the same background of 1st century Judaism





	D.	Implications if Christianity is Closely Related to the Scrolls


		1.	Judaism: might be threatened by the implication that Christianity was a natural/logical extension of certain forms of Judaism


		2.	Christianity: could lose its uniqueness 





 II.	SPECIFIC ISSUES OF POTENTIAL RELATIONSHIP 





	A.	Similarities of Language 


		1.	Terms: the “many;” ha-mebaqqer = “the guardian” = “overseer, bishop” = episkopos; Belial/Beliar


		2.	NT references: “poor in spirit” (Mt 5:3; War Rule 14.7) avoidance of oaths (Mt 5:33-37; Josephus)





	B.	John the Baptist and Qumran


		1.	Background of John: a priest; light-dark dualism ; withdrew to wilderness (Lk 1:79-80)


		2.	Qumran: emphasis on priesthood; light-dark (War Rule); withdrew to wilderness


		3.	Similar emphases: eschatological urgency; emphasis on baptism/ritual washing


		4.	John’s location (Mt 3:5-6; Mk 1:5; Lk 3:3; Jn 1:28, 3:3) near Qumran 





	C.	Apocalyptic/Messianic/Eschatological Outlook


		1.	see “Dead Sea Scrolls and Judaism,” III.A.3, “Messianic Ideas”


		2.	Texts: “Son of God” text (4Q246); “Pierced Messiah” text (4Q285)


	


	D.	Communal Lifestyle 


		1.	An extension of apocalypticism, etc. 


		2.	 Shared property (Acts 2, 5; 1QS; Josephus; Pliny) 


		3.	Communal meal 





III. 	FRINGE THEORIES 





 	A.	Robert Eisenman 


		1.	Long standing “Zadokite” movement included Ezra, Judas, John, Jesus, James


		2.	Qumran group formed from this movement in the 1st century ad 





	B.	J. L. Teicher: Paul = Wicked Priest 





	C.	 Barbara Thiering


		1.	John the Baptist = Teacher of Righteousness; Jesus = Wicked Priest


		2.	Gospels and Acts are secretly encoded, she has deciphered
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