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The Neo-Babylonian Empire

I.  THE RISE OF BABYLON

A.
Assurbanipal (668-627) ruled Assyria at its height; widespread revolts at his death in 627

      B.
Nabopolassar takes throne of Babylon in 626


C.
Babylonians and Medes attack a weakened Assyria



1.
614: Medes take religious capital Assur



2.
612: military capital Nineveh sacked (Nahum)


D.
Babylon vs. Egypt


1.
Babylon moves to claim territory formerly held by Assyria



2.
Egypt tries to reestablish supremacy in the Near East



3.
609 BC: Josiah killed at Megiddo trying to stop Necho II of Egypt (2 Ki 23:29-30;




2 Ch 35:20-27)




a.
Necho going to N. Syria to oppose the Babylonian advance




b.
Defeated and returning home to Egypt, Necho deposes Jehoahaz; replaces him





with Jehoiakim, who rules as an Egyptian vassal (2 Ki 23:30-35; 2 Ch 36:1-4)



4.
605 BC: Battle of Carchemish (Jer 46:2-12)




a.
Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar soundly defeats Egyptians




b.
Nabopolassar dies; Nebuchadnezzar (crown prince and general of army) went back to





Babylon to claim his throne




c.
Jehoiakim of Judah becomes a Babylonian vassal (2 Ki 24:1)

